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OUR    DIARY    FOR  1896. 

In  order  to  enable  us  to  deliver  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary  for  1896  to  all  our  colonial  and  foreign 
subscribers  in  time  for  them  to  begin  to  use  it  on  the  first 
day  of  the  new  year,  we  are  compelled  to  have  the  printed 
sheets  in  the  hands  of  the  binders  before  the  end  of  this 
month.  We  must,  therefore,  close  for  press  soon,  and  we 
urge  upon  advertisers  the  necessity  of  early  instructions  to 
our  publisher  in  regard  to  the  space  which  they  require  in 
the  Diary.  The  sooner  this  is  done  the  better  will  be  the 
position  secured. 

POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 

During  the  present  month  we  invite  subscribers  and  their 
employSs  to  tell  us,  on  postcards,  the  business  benefits  of 
The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  Our  object  is  to 
ascertain  from  as  wide  a  circle  as  possible  opinions  regarding 
the  utility  of  the  Diary,  especially  as  a  help  in  business. 
We  do  not  object  to,  but  would  be  glad  rather  if  competitors 
add,  suggestions  which  have  occurred  to  them  for  increasing 
the  usefulness  of  this  favourite  desk- companion.  We  shall 
give  a  prize  of  a  guinea  to  the  writer  of  the  best  report 
whether  it  is  critical  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  Carteighe  attended  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Society  last  week.  Hisspetci 
is  reported  on  p.  680. 

Our  Paris  correspondent  reports  that  M.  Duclaux  has 
been  nominated  as  the  successor  of  M.  Pasteur  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Pasteur  Institute  (p.  578;. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said,  at  Sheffield,  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  had  under  consideration  fuither  steps  in  regard  to- 
the  scheduling  of  carbolic  acid  (p.  530). 

We  supplement  our  list  week's  telegraphic  report  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 
giving  more  fully  the  President's  address  (p.  583). 

Dr.  Danford  Thomas,  the  coroner,  who  ought  to  know 
better,  is  reported  to  have  said  that  an  oilman  can  sell 
arsenic  without  restrictions,  while  a  chemist  cannot  do  so 
(p.  576). 

Italian  essential  oils  are  attracting  much  attention.  The 
new  crop  is  now  being  offered  and  the  position,  on  the 
whole,  appears  to  be  a  very  strong  one.  We  comment  upon 
it  on  p.  591. 

A  man  who  practises  at  Loughborough  as  a  wart- killer 
appeared  in  the  police  court  there.  His  name  is  given  as 
George  Chemist.  Is  this  an  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  ?  (p.  576) 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  sorue  half-drzenof  the  pre- 
scriptions contributed  to  our  cout  ter- practice  competition 
appear  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Practitioner  as  modtl 
formula;  (p.  593). 

Messrs.  Helbing  and  Passmobe  contribute  a  note  on 
recent  experiments  they  have  made  in  testing  bergamot  oil, 
suggesting  a  modification  of  the  process  which  they  pre- 
viously recommended  (p.  585). 

The  Chairman  of  the  Worcester  Quarter  Sessions,  in 
charging  the  grand  jury  on  Monday  last,  gave  expression  to 
a  very  decided  opinion  against  the  evasion  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  by  means  of  companies  (p.  576). 

The  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  first  sale  of  Java- 
grown  cinchona  at  Amsterdam  occurs  on  oundaj.  Oouie 
leminiscences  of  the  event,  and  also  of  the  cultivation  of 
cinchona  in  Ceylon,  appear  on  p.  592. 

A  conference  of  the  chemists  of  Plymouth  and  the 
district  was  held  on  October  16.  It  was  attended  by  the 
President  and  other  representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.    We  give  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  (p.  595). 

We  report  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  at  which  the  President,  Mr.  G-.  S-. 
Woolley,  spoke  warmly  in  support  of  the  anticipated  action 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  in  regard  to  companies  (p.  680). 

Particulabs  of  the  bankruptcies  of  Messrs.  Cuff  (Bristol), 
Alcock  (Bromsgrove),  Moald  (Ashton-uoder-Lyne),  and  John- 
stone, Kentish  Town,  London,  all  chemists,  and  of  Mrs. 
Hillock,  a  vendor  of  "  medical  electrodes,"  are  given  in  our 
Bankruptcy  Reports  (p.  588). 

The  firm  tone  of  the  drug  and  chemicals  generally  is 
maintained,  and  there  are  fewer  grumblers  at  absence  of 
trade.  A  good  many  articles  are  still  moving  upwards, 
especially  in  the  essential- oil  department  Musk  an-i 
vanilla  are  much  dearer.  Fall  deiails  will  be  found  on  pp.  599 
to  603. 

Some  iodine  liniment  made  with  methylated  spiiit  was 
found  by  an  Excise  officer  in  the  shop  of  a  Leicester  chemist. 
An  Inland  Revenue  prosecution  was  the  result  The  chemist, 
however,  satisfied  the  Magistrates  that  the  methylated  spiriG 
had  been  used  in  mistake,  and  they  only  called  upon  him  to 
pay  the  costs  (p.  586). 

A  Kest  chemist  has  been  fined  for  selling  sweet  spirit; 
of  nitre  which  did  not  answer  the  test*  for  spirit  of  Di'rous 
ether.  The  Magistrates  made  a  gallant  attemot  to  ui  der- 
stand  the  case  ;  bat  the  defence  was  very  we-ikly  pat,  and 
the  county  ana'yst  was  very  confident  thai  sweet  spir  t  or! 
nitre  should  answer  the  B.P.  tests  (p  537j. 
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Not  a  Chemist,  but  a  Chemist's  Porter. 
On  Monday  Dr.  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  at  the 
Holboin  Town  Hall  relative  to  the  death  of  Thomas  Dearne, 
aged  18  jears,  who  committed  suicide  by  taking  a  quantity 
of  rat-poison  on  the  previous  Thursday  evening.  The 
Coroner  said  it  was  reported  that  the  deceased  was  a 
chemist's  assistant,  and,  therefore,  would  have  a  knowledge 
of  poisons.  Mr.  Stripling,  Coroner's  officer,  said  he  had 
made  inquiries  at  Corbyn's,  wholesale  chemists,  of  High 
Holborn,  and  found  that  deceased  was  employed  there,  not 
as  a  chemist's  assistant,  but  as  a  porter  whilst  the  other 
porter  was  away  ill.  The  regular  porter,  recovering  from 
his  illness,  resumed  his  work,  and  deceased  had  not  been 
there  since  Saturday  week.  He  asked  whether  deceased 
could  have  procured  rat-poison  there,  and  was  informed  that 
they  did  not  keep  rat- poison.  Dr.  Groghan  proved  that  rat- 
poison  was  found  in  the  pocket  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
box  was  labelled  "  Rough  on  Rats."  On  examining  the 
poison  he  found  that  it  was  arsenic  coloured.  The  Coroner 
said  this  deadly  poison  could  be  sold  by  oilshop-keepers, 
like  many  other  poisons,  without  the  slightest  precautions, 
while  a  chemist  who  sold  such  poisons  would  be  compelled, 
under  penalties  provided  for  under  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act, 
to  take  certain  precautions.  Such  a  firm  as  Messrs.  Corbyn, 
by  whom  deceased  was  temporarily  employed,  would  not  sell 
such  a  thing  as  rat- poison.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that 
the  deceased  committed  suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind. 

Wart-killing. 

At  Loughborough  Police  Court,  on  October  10,  a  coloured 
man  namsd  George  Chemist,  who  practises  as  a  chiropodist 
and  wart-killer,  and  a  widow  named  Mary  Woods,  were 
charged  by  the  N  S.P.CC.  with  crcelty  to  Florence  Sharpe. 
The  girl  had  a  large  wart  on  her  thumb,  and  the  female 
defendant  dragged  her  to  Chemist,  who  took  a  plaster, 
lighted  a  match  and  warmed  it,  and  placed  it  on  the  thumb. 
After  a  minute  cr  two  he  tore  the  plaster  off,  pulling  away 
with  it  the  wart,  and  the  girl  ran  away  screaming  with  pain, 
and  with  blood  running  from  the  wound.  The  man  was 
fined  20s.,  and  the  woman  5s. 

C.A.  A.  Smoker. 

The  Chemists'  Assistants' Association  held  their  first  smok- 
ing-concert  of  the  season  in  the  large  hall  of  the  Frascati 
Restaurant,  Oxford  Street,  on  Friday  last.  Within  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Chas.  Umney)  and  the 
Vice- Chairman  (Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews)  had  taken  their  seats, 
and  Mr.  A.  Mackadam  had  led  off  with  a  pianoforte  solo, 
every  seat  in  the  room  was  taken,  although  fresh  arrivals 
kept  thronging  in  and  overflow- groups  assembled  in  the 
ante-rooms  and  stood  about  the  lobbies.  The  clouds  sent 
forth  by  two-hundred  odd  ardent  worshippers  of  Nicotina 
may  have  prevented  our  representative  from  seeing  some  of 
the  well-known  pharmacists  present,  but  around  the  Presi- 
dent's and  Vice-President's  tables  he  noticed  the  familiar 
faces  of  Prof.  J.  Reynolds  Green,  Messrs.  Joseph  Ince,  Dr. 
Paul,  R.  Bremridge,  J.  S.  Ward,  Wright,  Warren,  J.  C. 
Umney,  Butt,  Layman,  A.  J.  Phillips,  R.  Hodgkinson,  Clarke, 
Snow,  W.  Watson  Will,  T.  C.  W.  Martin,  and  F.  A.  Rogers. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Crouch  (Hon.  Sec.)  had  provided  an  excellent 
musical  programme,  a  feature  of  which  was  the  rendering  of 
two  chemists'  songs  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Walker,  a  member  of  the 
craft,  whose  name  did  no;  appear  on  the  programme.  The 
singing  of  Mr.  Sydney  Jamieson  in  "  Green  Isle  of  Erin  " 
called  for  an  encore,  as  did  many  of  the  other  items  during 
the  evening.  Mr.  W  G.  Reynolds  exhibited  his  elocutionary 
powers,  while  Mr.  Victor  Blin's  humorous  sorgs  and  sketches 


called  fcrth  loud  applause.  The  Chairman  appeared  to  be- 
the  only  non-smcker  in  the  rcom. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisoning. 

Augustus  Waters  (52),  a  Liverpool  dock-labourer,  com- 
mitted suicide  with  carbolic  last  week.  He  was  "in  the- 
habit  of  taking  drink." 

Frank  W.  Bartlett,  a  marine  engineer,  of  Grimsby,  com- 
mitted suicide  cn  October  11  with  carbolic  acid.  He  had 
typhoid  fever  in  June  last,  and  since  then  had  had  pains  in 
his  head. 

Ada  WhittiDgham  (18),  a  servant,  having  had  a  few  un- 
pleasant words  with  her  mistress,  committed  suicide  with 
carbolic  acid  at  Liverpool  on  Sunday  last. 

A  Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions  on  Company 
Pharmacy. 

In  his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  opening  of  "the 
Worcestershire  Quarter  Sessions  on  Monday  last,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Magistrates,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  made  some 
notable  comments  on  company-pharmacy.  Last  year,  he 
said,  the  Board  of  Trade  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Limited  Liability  Acts,  and  that 
committee  produced  a  Bill  which  they  proposed  Parliament 
should  pass.  One  part  of  it  related  especially  to  that 
county.  Under  an  Act  passed  thirty  years  ago  called  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  it  was  made  illegal  for  a  person  not  com- 
petent to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist. 
It  was  decided  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  a  case  that  the 
word  "  person  "  in  the  Act  did  not  apply  to  a  joint-stock 
company,  and  a  number  of  companies  sprang  up,  and 
persons  not  qualified  turned  their  businesses  into  companies, 
and  so  evaded  the  law.  Eight  cases  were  reported  in  which 
that  was  done,  and  two  cases  came  from  Worcestershire. 
He  referred  to  them  there  to  warn  the  public  against  the 
dangerous  business  being  carried  on  by  those  two  com- 
panies. There  was  a  gentleman  known  as  Mr.  Everson,  of 
Stourbridge,  who  described  himself  as  a  cleik.  That  gentle- 
man, being  of  an  ingenious  turn  of  mind,  formed  a  company 
with  a  capital  of  l,0OOZ.  in  11.  shares  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  dealers  in  'patent  medicines  and  drugs.  He  took 
790  shares,  his  wife  200,  and  five  other  people  the  remainder, 
none  of  them  being  qualified  to  carry  on  such  a  business. 
The  other  case  was  at  Dudley,  where  a  Mr.  Ince,  a  druggist, 
but  not  a' registered  druggist,  who  had  been  proceeded 
against  and  fined  for  carrying  on  his  business  illegally, 
turned  it  into  a  company,  in  which  shares  were  taken  by  a 
number  of  persons,  one  of  whom  was  a  chemist.  Ince 
carried  on  the  business.  He  thought  it  right  to  let  the 
public  of  the  county  know  the  danger  they  underwent  in 
gttting  drugs  through  either  of  these  two  associations,  and 
to  point  to  the  danger  to  the  public  if  that  example  were 
followed  by  persons  who  did  not  know  anything  about 
drugs. 

Above  Par. 

There  must  be  satisfaction  when  be'ter  than  is  bargained 
for  is  obtained.  At  the  meeting  of  the  St.  Luke's  (Middle- 
sex) Vestry  on  Tuesday,  at  the  Hall  in  City  Road,  the 
Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Yarrow)  presented  a  report  of  the  Public- 
Analyst  (Mr.  A.  W.  Stokes),  which  showed  the  carbolic  acid 
and  powder  to  be  above  the  strength  contracted  for. 

Amateur  Makers  of  Fireworks. 

At  an  adjourned  inquest,  held  at  Liversedge,  Yorkshire,  be- 
fore Mr.  Maitland  (coroner),  on  October  12,  on  the  body 
of  Edgar  Seed  (19),  whose  death  was  caused  through  experi- 
menting with  fireworks,  a  letter  was  read  from  Colonel 
Majendie,  suggesting  that  the  names  of  the  chemicals  used 
should  be  ascertained,  and  also  stating  that  persons  are 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  100Z.  for  manufacturing  fireworks, 
whether  for  sale  or  for  private  use,  except  in  licensed  places. 
Mr.  E.  Midwood,  chemist,  Liversedge,  who  bad  supplied  some 
of  the  chemicals,  gave  evidence,  and  the  jury  afterwards 
returned  a  verdict  of  accidental  death. 

Coroner  Hicks  and  the  Chemist. 
The  following  is  a  fuller  report  of  the  discussion  with  a 
chemist  held  by  Mr.  Braxton  Hicks  at  an  inquest  held  on 
October  8,  at  Richmond,  on  a  woman  who  had  killed  herself 
with  vermin-killer,   briefly  reported   last   week.  George 
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Dudley  Short,  chemist,  of  Brighton,  said  he  was  late  of 
Richmond,  trading  with  a  Mr.  J.  W.  Black,  as  Winton  &  Co. 
The  Coroner  asked  why  people  could  not  trade  in  their  own 
names.  "  Messrs.  Winton  &  Co."  had  caused  him  a  great  deal 
•of  trouble  in  finding  the  real  people.  The  witness  said 
"Winton"  was  a  veiy  well-known  name?  The  Coroner: 
Why  Winton  ?  Why  not  Jerusalem?  That's  a  well-known 
name.  Why  go  and  hide  your  name  under  a  bushel  ?  Who 
was  Winton? — The  Witness:  That  was  our  trade-name.  The 
Coroner  :  Who  started  the  trade-name.  The  Witness  :  Mr. 
Black.  Continuing,  he  said  he  left  the  partnership  in  May, 
and  up  to  that  time  he  had  been  preparing  a  vermin- killer, 
-which  was  made  up  with  about  20  per  cent,  of  strychnine, 
with  a  farinaceous  diluent  and  also  with  a  bluish  matter.  He 
sold  it  as  a  chemist,  and  also  had  it  labelled  poison.  He 
remembered  entering  in  his  day-book  on  March  1  six  packets  of 
vermin-killer  for  mice,  signed  "  G.  Russell,  5  Townshend 
Terrace."  This  was  in  the  day-book,  which  was  also  ussd  for 
poisons.  He  did  not  use  a  special  poison- boob.  He  re- 
cognised the  name  of  another  person  entered  in  the  book  as 
having  purchased  some  rat-poison.  The  Coroner  said  he 
should  impound  the  book  and  go  through  it.  The  witness 
had  not  conducted  his  business  properly  in  not  having  a 
special  book  for  poisons.  If  the  witness  did  not  keep  his 
books  at  Brighton  better  than  he  did  at  Richmond  he  might 
say  he  knew  the  Brighton  coroner  as  being  the  very  first  man 
to  make  it  excessively  warm  for  him.  The  witness  protested 
that  he  was  "always  so  particular." — The  Coroner  asked  in 
what  way.  The  witness  replied  that  he  had  at  the  time  in 
question  a  case  in  Chancery  and  was  advised  by  counsel  to 
be  particular  in  the  sales  of  poisons,  and  so  at  that  particular 
time  he  scarcely  left  the  shop.  The  Coroner  asked  if  the 
deceased  was  known  to  him.  The  witness  had  only  "faint  re- 
collections" of  her.  Coroner:  Could  you  vouch  for  her? 
The  Witness :  We  had  many  thousands  of  customers. 
The  Coroner  urged  that  the  witness  must  have  been  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  course  of  procedure 
in  such  matters,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
have  been  introduced  to  the  deceased  by  someone  who 
knew  her  or  to  know  her  himself  before  he  could  sell  her  a 
poison  containing  strychnine.  The  witness  observed  that  at 
this  "  distance  of  time"  he  could  not  remember  even  some  of 
his  best  customers.  The  Coroner  pointed  out  that  the 
Pharmacy  Act  was  very  stringent.  He  did  not  say  the 
witness  had  done  anything  very  wrong,  but  he  certainly 
thought  he  should  have  known  more  of  the  lady  than  he  did. 
The  witness  thought  he  had  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
deceased.  The  Coroner  admitted  that  it  was  to  a  large 
extent  a  matter  for  the  chemist's  discretion.  But  then  the 
matter  might  come  before  a  magistrate,  and  what  might 
satisfy  a  chemist  might  not  satisfy  a  magistrate,  or  even 
a  coroner.  From  a  trade  point  of  view  the  witness 
might  have  been  all  right,  but  from  a  professional  point  of 
view  would  he  have  sold  her  20  gr.  of  strychnine  as 
a  distinct  article  ?  The  witness  replied  with  a  detei mined 
negative.  The  Coroner  then  observed  that  if  he  would  not 
sell  that  in  the  oidinary  way,  why  would  he  sell  that  "poison," 
which  contained  enough  to  kill  three  or  four  persons  ?  The 
witness  said  he  had  had  the  matter  impressed  upon  him  so 
much  that  he  must  say  he  would  not  sell  any  more  of  such 
stuff.  But  cherr'sts  had  to  contend  with  a  great  deal,  as 
people  would  have  that  and  nothing  else.  The  Coroner 
recommended  him  to  colour  the  poison  up  with  starchy  matter 
and  not  put  strychnine  in.  lc  would  not  kill  the  rats,  but 
that  did  not  matter.  (Laughter.)  He  quite  believed  that 
the  witness  had  acted  bond  fide,  and  did  not  think  there  was 
any  reason  for  him  to  take  any  further  proceedings,  excepting 
to  point  out  to  the  witness  the  danger  of  the  thing.  The 
witness  said  it  should  not  occur  again.  If  people  wanted 
such  things  from  him  they  would  have  to  go  somewhere  else. 
The  Coroner  expressed  himself  as  being  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  Short  for  his  straightforwardness  in  the  matter.  While 
this  discussion  was  being  pursued  Mr.  Black,  the  manager  of 
Winton'd  Drug  Stores,  obtained  the  poison-book  now  in  use 
there  and  showed  it  to  the  Coroner,  who  examined  it,  and 
looking  at  the  first  entry,  dated  September  20,  remarked, 
"The  result  of  my  inquest,  Mr.  Black."  The  Coroner,  in 
summing  up,  referring  to  the  incident  aoout  the  poison-book, 
observed  that  it  was  not  enough  for  the  public  that  chemists 
just  abode  by  the  letter  of  the  Pharmacy  Ac".  They  should 
-enter  into  the  spirit  o"  the  thing.    The  ju-y  retirn3i  a 


verdict  of  suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind,  and  expressed  an 
opinion  that  Mr.  Short  should  be  exonerated  from  any  blamo 
in  the  matter.  After  a  further  caution  by  the  Coroner  to  the 
chemists,  the  proceedings  terminated. 

The  Disputed  Milk  analysis. 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  the 
adjourned  summons  against  a  dairyman  of  Lee  Street,  Lime- 
house  (John  Jas.  Enderby),  for  selliDg  milk  adulterated  with 
15  per  cent,  of  added  water,  again  came  before  Mr.  Gilbert 
Kennedy.  Mr.  Young,  the  public  analyst  to  the  Poplar 
District  Board  of  Work?,  had  given  the  certificate  upon 
which  the  summons  was  issued  ;  and  the  defendant  sent  his 
sample  to  Messrs.  Redwoodand  Hales,  whose  certificate  showed 
that  the  milk  contained  no  added  water.  The  case  was  ad- 
journed to  enable  the  prosecutors  to  submit  the  third  portion 
of  the  sample  to  the  analystof  Somerset  House.  This  certificate 
was  now  produced  by  Mr.  Rugg,  the  sanitary  inspector,  and 
it  practically  upheld  Mr.  Young's  finding,  after  allowing  for 
all  changes  which  the  lapse  of  time  would  occasion  in  the 
milk.  Mr.  Kennedy  asked  the  defendant  if  he  would  like 
another  adjournment,  to  enable  him  to  call  Messrs.  Redwood 
and  Hales  ?  The  Defendant :  No  ;  it  would  be  too  expansive. 
Mr.  Kennedy :  I  shall  find  the  defendant  31 ,  with  12s.  Qd 
costs. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Nottingham  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  cf  Mr.  C.  A.  Bolton,  40  Carlton  Street,  for  the  supply, 
of  drugs,  &o,  to  the  workhouse  during  the  ensuing  six 
months.  Three  tenders  were  submitted,  viz  : — Messrs.  Dennis 
&  Roberts,  343/.  Is  U  ;  Mr.  C.  W.  Waniner,  329/.  6s.  lOd  ; 
and  Mr.  C.  A.  Bolton,  289/  7s.  5d. 

A  Traveller  Charged. 

At  Tuesday's  Hall  Police  Court  a  young  man.  named 
Joseph  Edward  Watson,  formerly  traveller  with  Goodall, Back- 
house &  Co.,  Leeds,  was  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of 
having  obtained  100Z.  by  false  pretences  from  N.  S.  Dibb, 
tea  dealer,  Posterngate,  Hull. 

Sulphate  of  Iron  for  the  London  County  Council. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  Tuesday  the 
following  tenders  were  received  for  the  supply  of  5,250  tons 
of  proto-sulphate  of  iron: — A.t  Barking:  W.  Bevan  &  Co., 
18s  3^d.  alongside  jetty;  T.  Hersctel  Jones  &  Co.,  13s.  9d. 
alongside  jetty,  21s.  3d.  into  store;  D.  Matthews  19s.  Qd. 
alongside  jetty  ;  S.  W.  Royse  &  Co.,  23s  alongside  jetty, 
29s.  6d.  into  store  At  Crossness  :  W.  Bevan  &  Co.,  18s.  3\d. 
alongside  jetty  ;  T.  Herschel  Jones  &  Co,,  18s.  9d.  alongside 
jetty,  20s.  3d.  into  store  ;  D.  Matthews,  19s  Qd.  alongside 
jetty;  H  Wallace  &  Co,  19s.  9tl.  alongside  jetty;  S.  W" 
Royse  &  Co.,  23s  alongside  jetty,  24s.  3d.  into  store. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondent!  whm 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  uill  be- 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  bt 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Successful  Candidates. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination  —The  following 
have  passed: — Messrs.  A  Adams,  H  R  Warden,  H.  Hunt, 
J.  Wal'ace,  aud  G.  T.  Nagle.  Eight  candidates  were- 
rejected. 

Registered  Druggists.— At  an  Examination  for  the  Licence 
to  act  as  Regitteitd  Diuggist,  le!d  on  Ocrober  8,  at  Belfast, 
the  following  passed: — Messrs.  Alexander  Brjars,  Walter 
Andrew  Davidson,  James  Dickson,  William  Fullerton,  Robert 
Joseph  Groves,  James  Guthrie,  William  James  Keown,  James 
Louden,  Alexander  McMurray,  Thomas  Sandford,  Alfred 
William  S;even;oa.    T  vo  candidates  were  rejected. 
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Preliminary  Examination  — The  following  have  passed  : — 
Miss  Jane  Bell,  W.  J.  Basby,  T.  Bropil,  J.  C.  C.  Calberfc, 
(S.  Bell  and  F.  Dornan  equal),  W.  Stewart,  J.  F.  Coleman, 
(W.  Preston  and  G.  A.  Turner  equal),  (P.  Donnelly  and 
T.  J.  Edgar  equal),  J.  Refausse,  (S.  Hooey  and  R.  R.  Kin- 
mouth  equal),  P.  J.  T.  Cosgrave,  R.  R.  White,  and  J.  J. 
Sheiidan.    Six  candidates  were  rejected. 

Personal. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Connolly,  L  P.S  I.,  has  removed  from  Brnff,  co. 
Limerick,  to  Mitchelstown,  co.  Cork. 

Mr.  Herley  has  been  appointed  manager  of  Dr.  Allen's 
Medical  Hall,  Talbot  Stieet,  Dublin,  vice  Mr.  Crowley  re- 
signed. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Smitb,  J.P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mount- 
mellick,  prosecuted  on  Monday  last  four  young  men  for 
playing  "  pitch  and  toss  "on  Sunday  in  one  of  his  fields. 
They  were  each  fined  Is.,  the  Magistrates  stating  that  they 
were  sorry  they  could  impose  no  higher  penalty. 

Mr.  R.  S.  More,  formerly  in  Carlisle  Circus  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  Belfast,  and  lately  representing  Messrs.  John  Clarke  & 
Co.  (Limited)  as  their  drug- traveller,  has  been  elected 
apothecary  for  the  Rumford  Street  station  of  the  Belfast 
Dispensary  Committee,  at  a  salary  to  commence  with  of 
150Z.  per  annum. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  and  Apothecaries'  Assistants' 
Association  of  Ireland. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  association  on  October  11,  Mr. 
Walshe,  L.P  S  I.,  in  the  chair,  the  following  questions  were 
discussed  : — (1)  Should  the  licence  examination  be  regarded 
as  sufficient  guarantee  from  a  business  point  of  view  of  a  com- 
petent man?  (2)  How  many  licentiates  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  are  only  fit  for  the  position  of  improvers  ? 
(3)  Could  a  universal  price-list  be  instituted  at  the  instance 
of  employers  and  employes  combined,  and  could  not  that  price 
be  adhered  to?  (4)  Could  a  half-holiday  be  secured  for 
assistants  during  the  summer  months  1  (5)  Are  chemists 
justified  in  giving  away  a  copy  of  a  prescription  to  the 
person  for  whom  it  was  originally  written  1  (6)  In  mixtures 
where  alkaloids  are  prescribed — eg.,  iodide-and-cinchona 
mixture — is  the  dispenser  at  liberty  to  add  a  mucilage  if  he 
considers  it  advantageous  to  do  so  ?  Question  1  was  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative.  The  co-operative  suggestion 
was  debated  at  much  leDgth,  Mr.  Griffiths  warmly  re- 
commending it.  Mr.  Payne  considered  it  impossible  to 
carry  out  the  proposed  regulation  of  prices.  The  meeting 
negatived  the  proposition.  The  half-holiday  question  was 
not  debated.  The  propriety  of  a  chemist  giving  a  copy  of  a 
prescription  was  doubted,  but  all  agreed  that  the  chemist 
was  legally  entitled  to  do  so  if  he  pleased.  Medical  men, 
however,  would  not  like  the  thing  to  be  done,  and  the 
general  practice  would  be  harmful  to  all  parties  in  many 
cases.  Mr.  Bolger's  supplementary  question  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  renewing  a  prescription  after  the  lapse  of  some 
years  was  ruled  out  of  order.  Question  6  was  debated  at 
considerable  length,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


Chemist's  Assistant  Takes  an  Overdose  of  Laudanum. 

On  the  forenoon  of  Saturday,  October  12,  J.  Manning 
Howes,  salesman  with  the  St.  Rollox  Apothecaries'  Company 
(Limited),  Glasgow,  was  found  by  a  customer  lying  uncon- 
scious in  a  back  room  of  the  company's  shop  at  148  Gallow- 
gate.  Clenched  in  his  hand  was  a  phial  containing  lauda- 
num, and  some  laudanum  was  also  found  on  the  floor  of  the 


room.  A  doctor  was  soon  in  attendance  and  applied 
restoratives,  and  Howes,  who  is  40  years  of  age,  was  after- 
wards removed  to  the  Royal  Infirmary.  It  is  stated  that 
Howes  is  a  martyr  to  neura'gia,  and  that  he  frequently  takes 
sleeping-  draughts. 


jfrencb  IRews, 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Pasteur  Succession  — As  anticipated  in  this  column 
last  week,  M.  Duclaux,  lately  senior  assistant- director,  has 
been  nominated  director  by  the  Council  of  the  Institute. 
Dr.  Roux  is  to  be  the  assistant-director. 

The  Business  of  Muraoub  Frekes,  manufacturing  per- 
fumers of  Paris  and  Grasse,  is  to  be  offered  for  sale  by 
auction  in  Paris,  on  Saturday,  October  19.  The  firm  is 
principally  known  for  its  speciality  of  orange- flower  water. 

Chemistry  at  the  Academy  op  Sciences — At  last 
Monday's  meeting  of  this  Academy  M.  Duclaux  mentioned 
that  M.  Schloesing  Jils  has  discovered  a  new  process  for 
obtaining  argon.  He  first  rids  the  air  of  oxygen  and  car- 
bonic acid  by  the  ordinary  processes,  and  then  passes  the 
residue  in  a  tube  containing  copper  and  magnesium  heated 
red.  The  nitrogen  is  thus  absorbed,  and  the  argon  alone 
remains. 

In  Memory  of  Lavoisier. — On  Thursday  of  last  week, 
the  Society  of  Medical  Sciences  of  Gannat  celebrated  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  foundation  by  an  excursion  to  the 
Chateau  de  Canniere,  where  the  instruments,  books  and 
manuscripts  of  Lavoisier  are  kept  with  jealous  care  by  his 
heir,  M.  de  Chayelles.  The  Society  held  its  anniversary 
meeting  in  the  hall  of  the  chateau,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
centenary  of  the  death  of  the  famous  French  chemist  was 
kept.  Invitations  to  the  meeting  had  been  issued  to  the 
Institute  and  other  leading  French  learned  societies.  A 
reception  given  by  the  owners  of  the  Cha:eau  de  Canniere 
brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close. 

A  Pharmacist  Robbed  — In  August  last  M.  Aureille, 
pharmacist,  98  Faubourg  St  Denis,  Paris,  took  a  short 
holiday  in  the  country  and  left  an  assistant  named  Lagoutte 
in  charge  of  his  business.  This  man,  it  is  alleged,  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  lead  a  life  of  debauchery  in 
company  with  the  porter.  They  are  charged  with  having 
offered  the  hospitality  of  the  pharmacist's  apartment  to  two 
young  women,  and  that  in  order  to  procure  ready  cash  they 
obtained  supplies  of  drugs  from  some  of  the  Paris  wholesale 
houses,  which  they  at  once  sold  under  cost  price.  M.  Aureille 
knew  nothing  of  what  had  transpired  until  the  accounts  for 
the  goods  obtained  fraudulently  were  presented  a  few  days 
ago.  The  assistant,  the  porter  and  the  two  women  have  been 
arrested. 

The  Streets  of  Paris  —The  question  of  changing  the 
name  of  the  Boulevard  de  Vaugirard  to  Boulevard  Pasteur 
reminds  one  that  a  Rue  Pasteur  already  exists,  while  twenty- 
one  other  streets  of  Paris  have  been  named  after  chemists. 
Of  these  fourteen  were  of  French  nationality  and  include 
Chevreul,  Gay-Lussac,  Lavoisier,  Raspail,  &c.  Davy  figures 
as  the  sole  English  chemist,  and  the  only  other  foreigner  is 
the  Swede  Berzelius.  The  names  of  seven  botanists  appear 
on  street  corners,  amongst  which  are  Dupetit  Thouars, 
Jnssieu  and  Linne.  Nicholas  Flamel,  writer  and  alchemist, 
who  flourished  in  the  second  half  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
has  the  distinction  of  beiDg  the  most  remote  name  connected 
with  sciences  after  which  the  Parisians  have  called  a  street. 
Thirty-nine  thoroughfares  take  their  names  from  doctors 
and  surgeons ;  amongst  these  figure  Jenner  and  Vesale,  the 
Belgian  anatomist,  the  only  two  foreign  names. 

Company  Pharmacy  in  France —An  effort  is  apparently 
being  made  to  establish  company  pharmacy  in  France.  The 
initiator  of  the  movement  is  the  "  Societe  des  Grandes 
Pharmacies  de  France,"  which  has  its  manufactory  and  head 
office  "at  54  Rue  de  Villiers,  Levallois-Perret,  Paris.  At 
present  the  company  owns  the  "Grande  Pharmacie  de 
Paris,"  opposite  the  Gare  St  Ltzare,  wish  branches  at  Ver- 
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sailles,  St.  Etienne,  Havre  and  St.  Quentin.  The  enterprise 
is  said  to  be  well  capitalised,  and  it  is  stated  that  one  of  the 
shareholders  alone  has  l,000,000f.  (40,000Z.)  in  the  business. 
A  representative  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  had  a 
conversation  recently  with  the  manager  of  the  Paris  busi- 
ness, and  was  informed  that  the  various  branches  of  the 
company  are  in  charge  of  pharmacists  possessing  the  neces- 
sary diplomas,  and  he  appeared  to  think  that  no  difficulty 
would  arise.  The  syndicates  of  pharmacists  whose  territory 
is  thus  encroached  upon  will  probably,  however,  have  some- 
thing to  say  on  the  subject.  The  principal  complaint  against 
the  company  is  that  it  sells  at  greatly  reduced  prices. 

The  Marseilles  Congress. — The  following  are  a  few 
additional  details  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Congress  recently 
held  at  Marseilles.  It  was  decided  to  use  pressure  to  obtain 
the  passing  of  the  proposed  new  pharmacy  law  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  creation  of  Disciplinary  Committees  was 
approved,  and  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  pharmacists 
should  be  authorised  to  make  use  of  all  the  expressions  in 
the  Codex.  The  Congress  was  hostile  to  pharmaceutical 
specialities,  but  at  the  same  time  decided  that  some  under- 
standing should  be  come  to  with  manufacturers,  on  the 
condition  that  the  formulas  of  the  specialities  should  be 
printed  on  the  labels  and  that  a  certain  margin  of  profit 
should  be  guaranteed  to  pharmacists.  The  meeting  showed 
itself  in  favour  of  endeavouring  to  limit  the  number  of 
pharmacists,  the  same  as  is  the  case  in  various  European 
countries,  and  it  was  suggested  that  French  Pharmaceutical 
Societies  should  come  to  some  arrangement  by  which  the 
competition  of  cutting  pharmacists  could  best  be  suppressed. 
The  Congress  was  arranged  by  the  "  Federation  des  Soci6te3 
de  Pharmaciedu  Sud-Est,"  which  comprises  ten  societies,  and 
is  the  first  federation  organised  in  France.  The  President 
is  M.  Sermant,  and  the  Secretary  M.  Brun.  All  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  Congress  were  made  by  a  local  Committee, 
of  which  the  Secretary  was  M.  Collard,  pharmacist,  of 
Marseilles,  who  is  also  connected  with  the  General  Syndicate 
of  Pharmacists  of  the  Bouches-du-RhGne. 

Pasteur  v.  Raspail. — M.  Henri  Rochefort  recently  pub- 
lished an  article  in  his  newspaper,  L' 'Intvamigvant,  in  which 
be  sought  to  compare  the  almost  forgotten  chemist  Raspail 
to  Pasteur.  The  Qanlois  has  replied  by  the  following  por- 
trait of  Raspail : — "  The  good  Raspail,  born  in  1794,  became 
a  revolutionist  in  183  L  and  was  a  hero  of  the  riots  that 
followed  that  event.  About  this  time  he  had  already  written 
a  good  many  scientific  works,  but  was  comparatively  little 
known.  In  1840,  however,  he  attracted  a  good  deal  of  atten- 
tion. A  Mme.  F.  Lafarge  was  charged  with  the  crime  of 
having  poisoned  her  husband  with  arsenic.  Orfila,  who 
passed  at  the  time  as  an  infallible  authority  in  such  matters, 
gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  he  had  found  traoes  of  arsenic 
in  the  body  of  the  defunct  Lafarge.  Raspail  got  up  in  court 
and  declared  he  could  find  arsenic  everywhere,  even  in  the 
Judge's  chair.  The  experiment  was  not  made  and  Mme. 
Lafarge  was  condemned.  It  is  very  doubtful  if  Raspail 
would  have  found  arsenic  as  he  stated,  but  the  pretention 
was  characteristic  of  his  scientific  and  political  career.  He 
saw  animalcules — or,  to  use  the  more  recent  word,  microbes — 
everywhere,  in  the  se-ne  way  that  he  pretended  to  see  arsenic. 
His  hatred  of  the  Jesuits  was  another  mania  which  lasted 
all  bis  life.  In  his  newspaper,  L'Ami  du,  Pewple,  he  pub- 
lished,  in  1848,  astounding  charges  against  the  Jesuits. 
He  accused  them  of  all  the  crimes  in  history,  even 
before  their  existence,  including  the  assassination  of 
Henry  IV.  by  Ravaillac,  and  the  attempted  assassina- 
tion of  Louis  XV.  by  Damien.  This  exaggeration  is 
found  in  everything  that  Raspail  undertook.  His  book  on 
the  theory  of  health  is  an  apology  of  camphor,  presented  as  | 
a  sovereign  and  universal  remedy.  It  was,  of  course,  quite 
legitimate  to  praise  the  antiseptic  virtues  of  camphor,  but 
Raspail  claimed  it  as  the  unique  remedy  for  all  physical 
and  moral  sufferings.  In  fact,  Raspail  was  a  sort  of 
'  mystic,'  who  worshipped  camphor  as  much  as  he  detested 
the  Jesuits,  and  classed  the  pernicious  effect  of  animalcules 
with  the  clerical  influence  of  the  Jesuits.  As  an  insurgent, 
doctor,  State  prisoner,  scientific  theorist,  historian,  physio- 
logist, socialistic  agitator,  and  at  the  same  time  curing 
epidemics  by  his  antiseptic  processes,  he  remained  as  much 
a  dreamer  as  the  most  exalted  agitator  of  the  present  day. 
What  a  contrast  to  Pasteur  1 " 


jforeign  anfc  Colonial  IRem 


American  Exports  of  Chemicals.— The  Standard  New- 
York  correspondent  says  the  exports  of  chemicals  from  the 
United  States  down  to  the  end  of  August  showed  an  increase 
in  value  of  #680,000  as  compared  with  the  first  ei  >ht  months 
of  1894. 

Stealing  Inoculated  Mice. — A  supposed  case  of  theft- 
is  reported  from  Minden,  near  Hanover,  where  seventeen 
white  mice,  used  in  the  experimental  laboratory  of  tbe> 
garrison  hospital,  have  unaccountably  disappeared.  The- 
animals  had  been  all  inoculated  with  the  bacillus  of  tuber- 
culosis, and  an  official  placard  has  been  issued  warning 
anyone  against  purchasing  them,  as  anyone  handling  the 
animals  might  be  easily  affected  by  the  disease. 

Assistants'  Changes  in  Hamburg.— They  keep  official- 
statistics  of  almost  everything  in  Germany,  the  care  of  the 
authorities  in  this  respect  extending  even  to  the  keeping  of 
registers  of  chemists'  assistants  who  enter  and  leave  their 
situations.  These  statistics  show  that  among  all  the  German 
cities  Hamburg  is  pre-eminent  for  the  frequency  with  which 
assistants  change  their  positions.  There  are  in  Hamburg: 
fifty-six  pharmacies,  and  in  the  course  of  1894  no  fewer  thao. 
139  new  assistants  entered  upon  their  duties  in  these  establish- 
ments, while  132  left  their  situations  for  various  reasons. 

The  American  Alkali  Company's  "  Location." — The- 
American  Alkali  Company  (Limited)  (see  page  456  of  the* 
last  number)  are  said  to  be  in  negotiation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  suitable  "  location  "  at  Niagara  Falls,  with  the- 
object  of  erecting  a  chemical  factory  to  be  driven  by  water- 
power.  None  of  the  company's  stock, sa^s  the  Nero  Yerb 
Shipping  List,  is  at  present  held  in  the  United  States.  Our 
contemporary,  by  the  way,  seems  to  have  been  much, 
impressed  by  our  announcement  that  the  Hon.  John  S. 
Montague  is  connected  with  the  company;  and  announces, 
apparently  on  the  strength  of  that  prefix,  that  that  gentleman 
is  a  "  member  of  the  House  of  Lords."  One  would  have 
thought  that  after  all  these  years  of  pork  and  railroad 
marriages  by  scions  of  our  "  old  nobility,"  every  man,  woman,, 
and  child  in  the  States  would  know  all  about  the  intricacies 
of  British  titles. 

Proprietary  Articles  in  Italy — A  decree  published 
in  the  official  journal  of  the  Italian  Minister  of  Finance-- 
mentions  a  long  list  of  proprietary  articles  which  are  found 
to  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  a  duty  in  addition  to  the- 
ordinary  Customs  duty,  on  account  of  the  alcohol  actually 
contained  in  them  or  used  in  their  manufacture.  The  great  - 
majority  of  the  articles  on  the  list  are  French  proprietary 
medicines.  There  are,  however,  two  American  preparations, 
viz.,  Ay  er's  Concentrated  Compound  Extiac1;  of  Sarsaparilla 
and  Bristol's  Sarsaparilla  Syrup.  The  former  is  found  to 
contain  12  56  litres  of  alcohol  per  100  kilos,  and  is  declared 
liable  to  an  extra  duty  of  22-61  lire  per  100  kilos.  The 
second  is  declared  to  contains  7  litres  and  to  be  liable  to- 
an  extra  tax  of  12  60  lire  per  100  kilos.  Other  articles- 
specially  mentioned  are  chloral  hydrate,  the  extra  duty 
upon  which  will  be  144  lire;  sulphonal  108  and  ure thane- 
144  lire. 

A  Chance  for  Dentists. — There  should  be  a  good 
opening  for  qualified  dentists  in  certain  parts  of  British 
India.  The  Madras  Times  says  that  the  paucity  of  dentists 
in  the  country  is  remarkable,  important  towns  such  as- 
Nagpore  and  Jubbulpore  being  withuut  a  resident  dental 
practitioner.  The  announcement  of  a  proposed  professional 
visit  of  a  dentist  to  the  towns  along  the  Indian  east  coast- 
from  Bezwada  to  Burhampore  is  thus  commented  upon  by 
our  contemporary  : — "  Let  us  hope  the  public  will  appreciate 
this  boon,  and  largely  respond  to  his  efforts  to  relieve 
suffering  humanity — we  have  frequently  suggested  such  a 
thing,  and  are  more  than  pleased  that  now  it  should  be. 
The  dentist's  stay  should  be  longer  than  three  days  in  Vizag- 
and  Waltair,  for  some  of  his  patients  may  require  a  week's, 
treatment,  and  so  in  the  larger  towns  It  is  sincerely  hoped 
he  will  visit  us  regularly  now  that  he  has  made  a  beginning.'^ 
We  hope,  too,  that  patients  will  arrange  theik-  toothaches  so 
as  to  fit  in  with  the  dentist's  visits. 
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MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association  was  held  on  October  9  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel,  Manchester.    Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  presided. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Council,  which  was  read  by  the 
Hon.  Sec.  (Mr.  A.  E.  Blackburne),  besides  alluding  to  the 
various  meetings  held  last  year,  stated  that  the  Council  had 
endeavoured,  by  circularising  the  trade,  to  incite  some  interest 
in  the  Manchester  Association  Scholarship,  and  regret  was 
expressed  that  so  little  success  had  attended  the  efforts  made. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
he  thought  they  had  done  a  large  amount  of  work  during  the 
past  session.  The  meeting  of  the  trade  at  the  Memorial 
Hall,  although  not  so  well  attended  as  it  might  have  been, 
was  a  representative  one,  and  in  his  opinion  it  had  a  good 
effect  on  the  trade  generally  in  the  district.  All  the  papers 
that  had  been  read  during  the  session  had  been  of  a  high 
•class,  and  he  did  not  think  he  would  be  unjust  in  singling 
cut  that  read  by  Mr.  Yourjg,  which  was  an  exceedingly  good 
one.  Referring  to  the  small  number  of  competitors  lor  the 
herbarium  prize,  he  said  it  was  probable  that  the  new  Council 
would  have  to  consider  the  advisability  of  continuing  the 
examination.  Referring  to  the  Manchester  Association 
Scholarship,  he  said  it  could  not  be  alleged  that  it  had  not 
been  advertised  far  and  wide.  Circulars  had  been  sent  out, 
and  it  hid  been  alluded  to  more  than  once  in  the  Council 
Chamber  in  London.  It  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  so 
little  interest  was  manifested  in  such  a  valuable  scholarship. 
Unless  the  young  men  of  the  district  competed  for  it,  it 
would  be  taken  from  them  and  distributed  over  the  country. 
He  hoped  there  never  would  be  any  necessity  for  extending 
the  area  allowed  by  the  conditions  of  the  scholarship.  He 
referred  with  sorrow  to  the  death  of  their  esteemed  friend, 
Mr.  Arrandale.  There  was  no  more  regular  attender  than 
'he  at  their  meetings,  and  he  had  done  good  work  for  the 
Association,  of  which  he  acted  as  hon.  treasurer. 

Mr.  W.  Wilkinson  seconded  the  resolution,  and  he  also 
commented  on  the  fact  that  not  a  s iDgle  young  man  could  be 
found  in  the  district  to  compete  for  the  Manchester  Associa- 
tion Scholarship.  That  was  a  discredit  to  the  young  men  of 
the  present  day,  and  a  slight  on  the  donor. 

Mr.  Slack  hoped  that  some  progress  was  being  made  with 
regard  to  the  general  position  of  pharmacy.  They  were 
living  in  dead-alive  days,  and,  instead  of  advancing,  he 
thought  they  were  going  backwards.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  H.  Kemp  expressed  a  hope  that  the  herbarium  compe- 
tition would  not  be  allowed  to  drop.  They  had  held  it  for 
three  years,  and  he  was  certain  it  had  been  beneficial. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  election  for  a  new  Council  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
the  following  gentleman  : — Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley,  Mr.  H.  Kemp, 
Mr.  W.  Slones,  Mr.  A.  E.  Blackburne,  Mr.  W.  Bowden,  Mr.  W. 
Kirkby,  Mr  W.  Lane,  Mr.  A.  J  Pidd,  Mr.  G.  H.  Westmacott, 
Mr.  W.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  Mr.  John  Blyton,  and 
Mr.  John  Wild,  the  only  new  member  being  Mr.  Wild,  who 
was  elected  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Arrandale.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  balance-sheet  was  adjourned  till  the  next 
ordinary  meeting. 

On  fie  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kemp, 
a  vote  of  condolence  with  the  widow  of  Mr.  Arrandale,  of 
Denton,  was  passed. 

Pharmacy  v.  Companies. 

At  the  close  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  meeting,  the 
Chairman  said  he  would  like  to  speak  on  a  subject  which|  to 
him  appeared  to  be  fall  of  interest.  He  then  dealt  at  great 
length  with  the  report  of  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the 
"Pharmaceutical  Society  in  regard  to  companies  practising 
pharmacy,  and  also  with  the  evidence  on  drug  companies  sab 
mitted  to  the  Comnrssion.  He  spoke  strongly  in  support  of 
stsps  being  taken  by  the  Society,  which,  he  said,  had  now 
obtained  a  great  opportunity,  and  the  Council,  on  going  to 
Parliament,  might  rely  on  the  support  of  all  the  associa- 
tions in  the  country.    Tb.3  Society  had  never,  he  tb.oight, 


had  such  a  powerful  weapon  in  their  hands,  and,  judging  by 
the  remarks  of  the  President,  they  were  fully  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  Young  said  the  Chairman  had  drawn  attention 
to  a  matter  of  enormous  importance  to  the  pharmaceutical 
world.  As  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Society,  he  could 
not  say  much,  but  he  might  tell  them  the  matter  was  at 
present  under  consideration,  the  work  being  done  chiefly  in 
committee.  He  was  not  at  liberty  to  discuss  the  subject 
with  absolute  freedom,  but  he  could  assure  them  that  the 
Society  realised  the  power  it  bad,  and  would  make  every  use 
of  it.  He  thought  their  President  had  acted  with  consum- 
mate skill  in  the  manner  he  had  brought  this  matter  before 
the  notice  of  the  authorities.  He  thought  pharmacists  would 
greatly  strengthen  their  case  by  getting  the  co-operation  of 
other  bodies  of  a  more  or  less  professional  character,  for  it 
was  quite  clear  that  veterinary  surgeons,  dentists,  and  others 
were  more  or  less  affected.  If  they  went  to  Parliament 
alone  it  would  appear  as  if  they  were  seeking  for  something 
for  their  own  benefit. 

Mr.  Kirkby  also  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  direction 
in  which  the  Society  was  moving,  and  said  there  was  now 
every  hope  that  the  anomalous  condition  of  affairs  would  be 
done  away  with. 

Mr.  Pidd  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Society  ought  to  co- 
operate with  the  medical  and  other  societies. 

Mr.  Woolley  said  the  Council  had  in  times  past  been 
afraid  of  speaking  too  freely,  but  he  thought  they  might  on 
the  present  occasion  take  the  world  into  their  confidence. 

Mr.  Kemp  said  he  had  for  many  years  past  urged  that  the 
Companies  Acts  never  were  intended  to  enable  a  man  to  do 
as  a  "  limited  company  "  what  he  could  not  do  as  an  indi- 
vidual, and  he  was  glad  to  find  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
were  endeavouring  to  bring  about  this  desirable  change. 
The  main  object  of  the  Federation  with  which  he  was  associ- 
ated was  to  incite  those  who  wanted  inciting,  and  to  stimu- 
late those  who  wanted  stimulating,  to  take  some  action  on 
this  momentous  question.  The  Society  was  working  in  the 
right  direction,  and  he  believed  no  harm  could  come  by  the 
local  associations  showing  tbeir  approval  of  the  action  taken. 
If  an  association  such  as  theirs  supported  the  Pharmaceutica  1 
Society  by  a  resolution,  it  would  be  a  stimulus  to  smaller 
associations  to  do  the  same,  and  he  would  propose — 

That  this  Association  heartily  approves  of  the  action  -which  is  being 
taken  by  the  Council  with  a  view  to  the  amendment  of  the  Com" 
panies  Acts,  which  shall  render  it  illegal  for  a  man  trading  as  a 
company  to  do  that  which  is  now  illegal  for  him  to  do  as  an  in- 
dividual, and  the  Society  may  rely  upon  this  Association  using  its 
best  efEorts,  when  occasion  arises,  for  influencing  Parliament. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
unanimously. 


SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND  CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY. 

Inaugural  Meeting  and  Dinner.— Mr.  Carteighe  on 
Pharmaceutical  Politics. 

The  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Winter  Session  of  the  Sheffield 
School  of  Pharmacy  was  held  on  October  10,  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  Surrey  Street.  The  President  (Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley)  took 
the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe 
(President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain), 
Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  (city  analyst),  the  Rev.  T.  S.  King,  Dr.  A. 
Jackson,  and  Messrs.  K.  Young  (Warrirjgton),  W.  Ward, 
F.C.S.,  J.  C.  Platts,  F.C.S.,  J.  Preston,  G.  Ellinor,  A.  R.  Fox, 
J.  Ibbitt,  C.  H.  Hewitt,  and  C.  O  Morrison. 

Apologies  were  received  from  the  Master  Cutler,  Professor 
Hicfes,  Drs.  Thorpe,  Martin,  Sinclair  White,  E.  Skinner  ;  Mr. 
Woolley,  of  Manchester ;  Alderman  G.  Cross,  the  Mayor  of 
Shrewsbury  ;  and  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme. 

SCHOOL  REPORT. 

Mr.  C.  0.  Morrison,  the  School  Secretary,  read  the  report 
of  the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy  for  the  session  1894-5, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  entries  (eighteen) 
showed  a  decrease  of  eight,  compared  with  the  previous 
ye8r,  whilst  the  average  attendance  at  the  lectures  (78  per 
cent.)  was  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent.  The  lecturers  re- 
ported that  the  general  progress  of  the  students  had  been 
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good,  and  especially  so  with  those  who  had  attended  regu- 
larly. The  result  of  the  examination  in  botany  is  that  Messrs. 
B.  D.  W.  Clowes,  J.  F.  Essam,  and  H.  Milne  gained  an  equal 
number  of  marks.  As  this  required  an  extra  prize,  Mr.  G. 
Bllinor  had  generously  provided  one.  In  the  chemistry  class 
Mr.T.  Mordaunt  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Stather  were  awarded  the  first 
and  second  prizes  respectively,  whilst  Mr.  Mordaunt  gained 
the  prize  in  practical  chemistry. 

The  President,  in  distributing  the  prizes,  congratulated 
the  successful  students,  and  remarked  that  pharmaceutical 
education  had  received  a  large  amount  of  attention  in  the 
last  few  years.  The  system  of  examination  had  been  varied 
from  time  to  time,  witn  the  object  of  finding  out  whether 
the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  candidate  was  sound  and 
solid,  or  whether  it  was  merely  superficial.  Sound  education 
was  like  a  carefully- arranged  library,  from  which  any  work 
could  at  once  be  produced.  In  many  towns  apprentices  had 
not  the  opportunity  of  attending  pharmaceutical  classes  as 
they  had  in  Sheffield.  For  years  the  Society  had  done  all  it 
could  to  further  education.  Sacrifices  had  been,  and  still 
were  being1,  male  for  that  cause.  Next  session  a  phar- 
macopecia  class  would  b3  addel,  which  their  School  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Morrison)  had  kindly  proffered  to  conduct,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  regularly  attended.  In  answer  to  the 
remark  sometimes  made  that  their  classes  did  not  come  up 
to  the  expectations  of  the  students,  he  reminded  them  that 
the  lectures  were  established  rather  to  direct  the  student  in 
his  studies,  and  that  they  could  not  take  the  place  of  quiet 
study  on  the  part  of  the  students  themselves.  Students 
should  make  the  most  of  their  opportunities  in  the  shop  and 
warehouse,  in  reading  and  quiet  study,  as  well  as  in  attend- 
ing classes. 

Mr.  Caeteighe,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President  for  his  admirable  address,  said  most  of  them  would 
know  that  those  who  took  an  interest  in  education,  whether 
pharmaceutical,  chemical,  or  legal — in  fact,  all  true  educa- 
tionalists— believed  in  a  curriculum.  They  believed  that  ex- 
amination was  a  very  imperfect  system  of  arriving  at  results. 
He  was  highly  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  the  school 
of  the  Sheffield  Society  was  managed.  When  a  lad  at  16 
or  17  entered  their  business  after  passing  his  Preliminary 
examination,  he  expected  by  the  time  he  was  21  to  be 
able  to  pass  the  Minor  examination,  and  for  that  purpose 
he  had  to  have  a  knowledge  of  chemistry,  botany,  materia 
medica,  pharmacy,  and  the  like.  The  proper  way  to  obtain 
this  knowledge  was  obviously  to  begin  with  a  portion  of  the 
subjects.  After  entering  a  pharmacy  a  student  might  begin 
with  anything  he  liked.  There  were  certain  advantages 
probably  in  beginning  sometimes  at  the  wrcng  end — it 
depended  a  little  on  the  student's  previous  career.  But  if  a 
student  began  at  17  to  attend  one  of  their  courses  and  con- 
fined himself  for  the  first  year,  say,  to  a  course  of  chemistry 
and  physics,  if  in  the  second  year  he  took  botany  and  materia 
medica  together,  and  in  the  third  practical  chemistry,  prac- 
tical pharmacy  and  the  Paarmacopceia,  such  a  course  was  that 
best  fitted  to  make  him  a  competent  chemist  and  druggist. 
The  general  plan,  however,  adopted  throughout  the  country 
appeared  to  be  to  ignore  study  during  the  period  of 
pupilage,  and  a  few  months  before  going  before  the 
examiners  to  go  in  for  a  system  of  cramming,  and 
too  often  the  result  was  to  fail  miserably.  Since  the 
passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  many  thousands  of  young 
men  had  presented  themselves  for  examination,  and 
he  shuddered  to  think  how  many  came  up  time  after  time 
and  always  failei.  This  result  was  chiefly  brought  about  by 
ths  failure  of  the  student  to  educate  himself  when  young. 
He  had  just  visited  Edinburgh,  where  he  had  witnessed  the 
Scotch  October  examination,  and  it  was  surprising  to  note 
the  small  number  of  Scotch  candidates  who  presented  them- 
selves and  failed.  He  did  not  suppose  during  the  fourteen 
years  he  had  baen  President  of  the'  Pharmaceutical  Society 
the  failures  of  Scotch  candidates  had  averaged  20  per  cent , 
perhaps  even  less  than  that.  The  Scotch  candidate  began 
study  early  in  life,  and  never  presented  himself  for  exami- 
nation without  having  the  strongest  conviction  that  he 
would  pass.  Hj  was  not  going  to  waste  the  examination- 
fee  without  feeling  pretty  certain  hs  would  succeed.  Thi9 
example  was  to  be  commended  to  the  English  studsnt. 
(Applause  ) 

D;.  Jacksost  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks,  wh'ch  was 
heartily  acsordel,  and  th?  pro33ei;ngs  terminated. 


Annual  Dinner. 

In  the  evening  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  was  held. 
The  President  (Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley)  occupied  the  chair,  an  1 
was  supported  by  most  of  the  members  present  at  the 
previous  gathering,  together  with  Dr.  A.  Walker  and  Messrs. 
J.  H.  Worrall,  F.C.S.,  G.  Gibson,  D.  W.  Loxton,  J.  H.  Stacey, 
J.  Ellis,  R.  Morrison,  and  J.  Morrison. 

After  dinner  the  loyal  toasts  were  given  by  the  President 
and  duly  honoured. 

Mr.  Howie  then  gave  "The  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society  "  Their  Society,  he  said,  to  put  it  at  its 
very  lowest,  not  only  help  3d  them  to  increase  their  sum  of 
knowledge,  but  also  to  fight  the  battle  of  life,  and  made 
that  ba'tle  easier  and  much  more  pleasant. 

The  President  responded  to  the  toast. 

Mr.  W.  Waed,  in  proposing  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,"  referred  at  some  length  to  the  poison 
schedules,  which  he  said  he  would  like  to  see  revised.  He 
was  particularly  anxious  to  see  carbolic  acid  on  the  list. 
He  was  also  desirous  of  seeing  an  enforced  curriculum,  and 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  gross  injustice 
done  to  a  large  body,  not  only  of  chemists  and  druggists, 
but  of  the  puolic  generally,  by  the  so  called  pharmacy  com- 
panies. (Applause.) 

Mr.  Cakteighe,  in  responding  to  the  toast,  said  he 
heartily  agreed  with  what  his  friend  Mr.  Ward  had  just 
said,  and  he  thought  he  might  say  the  Council  which 
he  represented  agreed  with  him,  and  were  determined  to  do 
all  they  could  in  that  direction.  Not  only  was  the  question 
of  scheduling  carbolic  acid  being  considered,  but  there  were 
many  other  drugs  of  an  organic  nature,  the  properties  of 
which  were  not  clearly  defined,  but  which  were  distinctly 
toxic.  It  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  public  that  these 
should  be  scheduled.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Society 
they  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  dealing  witb 
this  poison  question.  They  had  at  first  a  certain 
amount  of  timidity  as  a  Council  in  touching  it,  as  in  doing 
so  they  had  to  deal  with  the  prejudice  of  a  public  who 
believed  in  free  trade  in  poisons  as  in  all  other  things.  Per- 
sonally he  believed  that  the  individual  pharmacist,  properly 
equipped  and  properly  trained,  was,  perhaps,  the  best  person 
to  whom  not  only  should  the  licence  to  sell  poison  be 
granted,  but  the  power  and  discretion  as  to  whom  and  under 
what  conditions  that  sale  should  be  made.  Unfortunately, 
differences  of  opinion  between  the  members  of  the  trade 
some  tweaty-saven  or  twenty-eight  year3  ago  had  caused 
dissensions.  The  Council  of  the  Society  aimed  to  provide 
competent  and  educated  men,  who  should  place  their 
services  at  the  disposal  of  the  public  and  be  held  per- 
sonally responsible  for  the  conditions  under  which  potent 
reme lies  were  sold.  They  thought  the  proper  course  was 
to  educate  the  man  and  leave  the  public  in  that  educated 
man's  hands.  Unfortunately,  some  of  their  brethren  thought 
that  was  a  ridiculous  view  to  take,  and  the  younger  members 
of  the  Council,  of  whom  he  formed  one,  were  defeated  by 
their  brethren  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  told  that  the 
Poisons  Bill  was  all  that  was  required.  Thus  that  personal 
element  in  pharmacy,  and  the  responsibility  which  should  go 
with  education  had  by  that  want  of  judgment  been  lost,  and 
they  had  to  .^u^mit  to  the  conditions  which  were  imposed  by 
statute — conditions  which  were  mechanical,  and,  in  many 
cases,  illogical,  and  which  the  public  in  many  instances 
could  not  understand.  For  instance,  when  they  sold  pare- 
goric, they  had  to  adopt  a  certain  course  and  do  certain 
things;  yet  when  they  sold  laudanum  and  much  more 
potent  things — solutions  of  morphia,  &3. — practically  thfr 
sime  conditions  applied.  But  the  founders  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Soc'ety  and  their  successors  felt  that,  though  they 
were  defeated  for  a  time  in  enforcing  the  argument  that  the 
best  safeguard  to  the  public  for  the  distribution  of  poisons 
was  to  be  found  in  the  education  of  the  chemist,  they  mnsf- 
not  be  disheartened.  Having  besn  beaten  by  a  body  of 
chemists  and  druggists,  who  were  at  that  time  numerically 
superior  to  them,  they  adopted  what  he  thought  was  the 
wisest  plan — accepted  the  inevitable,  and  did  their  best  with 
the  Poisons  Bill.  He  thought  he  might  say  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  import  into  that  Ac", 
by  judicial  decisions  and  otherwise,  as  much  of  the  personal 
element  as  it  was  possible  to  get  with  the  limited  powers 
conferred.    Those  who  had  appealed  to  the  Pharmaceutics 
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Society  to  further  a  Bill  which  was  essentially  a  Poisons 
Bill  forgot  that  it  was  possible  to  do  business  in  drugs 
without  to  aching  poisons — it  was  possible  to  take  the 
greater  part  of  the  sugar  from  the  top  of  a  wedding- 
cake  without  seriously  injuring  the  structure  of 
the  cake  itself.  They  had  found,  from  the  purely 
trade  aspect,  the  effect  of  that  Act  had  not  been 
in  any  degree  satisfactory  either  to  the  public  or  themselves. 
They  had  found  that  they  had  been  left  very  largely  and 
seriously  alone,  and  that  combinations  of  traders,  grocers — 
in  fact,  all  classes  of  individuals  from  drysalters  down  to 
hucksters  sitting  in  the  market-place — professed  to  know 
something  of  physic.  Some  of  these  even  went  so  far  as  to 
profess  to  dispense  prescriptions — carefully,  however,  leaving 
out  any  poison  which  might  be  in  the  medicine,  and  telling  the 
patients  they  were  better  without  it.  He  could  give  them 
as  illustrations  a  number  of  curious  facts  which  had  come 
under  his  notice.  Of  paregoric  being  sold  without  opium 
they  hid  heard  ;  but  chlorodyne  labelled  "  Poison,"  but  with 
the  poison  caref ally  left  out,  and  sold  by  old  women  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  large  towns,  was  probably  a  novelty.  They 
would  notice  that  the  law  required,  when  a  poison  within  the 
statute  was  sold,  that  the  bottle,  box,  vessel,  or  wrapper, 
should  be  labelled  "  Poison,"  but  the  law  did  not  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  the  person  who  should  label  innocuous  sub- 
stances with  the  word  "  poison."  JL'his  might  account 
for  some  of  the  irregular  sales  which  they  thought 
were  going  on,  but  which  were,  in  fact,  frauds  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.  They  had  found  sleeping-draughts  in  which 
the  most  important  ingredient— morphia — had  been  left  out. 
They  had,  of  course,  been  unable  to  proceed  against  the 
seller  under  their  Act,  but  had  communicated  with  the  local 
authority  with  the  object  of  getting  a  prosecution  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  however,  that 
the  local  authority  were  o£  opinion  that  that  form  of  danger 
to  the  public  health,  although  it  might  endanger  a  man's  life, 
was  not  one  against  which  they  should  institute  a  prose- 
cution. It  seemed  to  him  that  a  person  who  left  out 
the  most  important  agent  in  the  prescription  was  doing 
that  which  was  akin  to  picking  a  man's  pocket. 
Of  course  the  Society  could  only  take  action  when  they 
found  poison  in  the  specified  article  sold.  There  was  no  law 
to  prevent  a  person  from  selling  milk  and  labelling  it  "  Poison." 
(Laughter.)  In  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  he  thought  his  friend  Mr.  Ward  would,  at  all 
«vents,  admit  that  they  had  during  recent  years  not  spared 
work  in  order  to  do  what  service  they  could  for  pharmacy ; 
and  while  he  and  his  colleagues  believed  that  the  educa- 
tional system  which  their  examinations,  to  a  certain  point, 
necessarily  imposed,  was  good  for  the  craft  from  the  point 
of  view  of  emoluments,  as  well  as  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  safety  of  the  public,  they  did  not  deny  that  the  duty 
devolved  on  them  to  protect  and,  as  far  as  lay  in  their 
power,  promote  the  interests  of  chemists,  and  they  claimed 
that  they  did  that  in  the  public  interest.  If,  however,  they 
acted  in  this  direction,  they  were  told  they  were  acting  in  a 
trades- union  spirit.  He  had  only  to  say  that  the  Legislature 
had  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  the  enforcement  of  that  Act.  It  was 
deliberately  stated  that  no  persons  should  do  certain  things 
unless  they  were  registered,  and  the  Council  exercised  its 
functions  not  in  a  spirit  of  trades-unionism,  but  in  order  to 
compel  people  to  conform  with  the  law.  Up  to  a  point  they 
had  been  successful  in  that  direction,  but  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  a  corporate  body  like  theirs  to  deal  with  a  con- 
siderable number  of  cases  throughout  the  country  was  apt 
to  be  misjudged  by  the  public  as  an  attack  on  free  trade. 
Only  the  day  before,  the  President  of  the  Incorporated  Liw 
Society  had  delivered  an  address  at  Liverpool,  in  respect  to 
which  the  Times  commenced  its  leader  by  saying  that  it 
was  unfortunate  the  President's  observations  seemed  to 
imply  there  was  a  soit  of  trades- unionism  amongst  the 
lawyers  Many  of  them  were  interested,  doubtless,  in  what  the 
Society  was  proposing  to  do.  He  did  not  wish  to  encourage 
them  in  the  notion  that  they  were  capable  of  controlling 
Parliament,  or  even  Government  departments,  but  he  did 
think  they  had  had  an  illustration  of  the  good  work  done 
by  them  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  recently  published.  They  had  for  the  first  time  the 
decision  of  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the 
existence  of  these  "  one  man  companies,"  in  which  a  man 


and  his  wife  and  children  often  formed  the  company,  were 
deservedly  of   the  gravest  consideration,  and  in  their 
opinion  the  power  to  wind-up  a  company,   which  now 
only  existed  when  it  was  unable  to  pay  its  debts,  should 
be  extended  to    cases  where  a  company  was  formed 
for  an  unlawful  purpose.  That  was  not  much ;  but  it  was  the 
first  time  they  had  got  a  body  of  men  not  pharmacists  to 
recognise  that  there  was  in  this  matter  a  great  grievance 
and  danger  to  the  public.    This  was  not  only  a  grievance 
which  affected  them,  but  every  person  in  the  kingdom  who 
had  a  qualification  to  practise  anything  under  law.  It 
affected  the  veterinary  surgeon,  the  dentist,  the  apothecary, 
the  medical  man,  the  chartered  accountant,  and  all  who 
had  personal  qualification,  because  the  law  had  laid  down 
in  a  memorable  case  that  a  corporation  could  not  be 
examined,  could  not  be  registered,  and  was  outside  the  Act. 
At  the  present  moment  seven  persons,  members  of  the  same 
family,  could  constitute  themselves  into  a  qualified  company 
or  corporation  to  do  that  which  no  individual  could  do  in 
pharmacy  or  certain  other  professions  without  going  through 
strict  examinations  and  conforming  to  certain  rules.  They 
had  now  got  a  committee  to  recognise  that  this  was  inequit- 
able and  a  danger  to  the  public,  and  on  the  basis  of  this 
report  it  was  hoped  legislation  would  be  brought  forward. 
He  was  bound,  however,  to  tell  them  that  the  acts  which 
prompted  the  late  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
appoint  this  committee  were  not  matters  much  affecting 
pharmacists.  But  when  they  had  the  opportunity  the  Society 
pressed  this  matter  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  with,  so 
far,  a  satisfactory  result.  The  Committee  had  recognised  that 
the  Companies  Act  had  become  what  Parliament  never 
contemplated.    He  contended  it  had  become  the  machinery 
for  practically  stopping  the  education  of  the  country  in 
those  occupations  which  involved  personal  qualification.  It 
was  true  there  was  a  certain  advantage  to  pharmacists,  and 
to  a  certain  extent  to  apothecaries,  that  no  one  could  hand 
over  poison  unless  he  was  registered,  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  had  considerable  success  in  prosecuting  many 
of  these  one-man  companies  for  offences  in  this  direction. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  of  these  men  found  it  cheap 
enough  to  pay  the  penalties  and  go  on  selling.    Here  was  a 
prostitution  of  a  good  law  which  no  Parliament  could  have 
contemplated.    They  had,  he  was  glad  to  say,  the  prospect 
of  the  introduction  into  the  House  of  Commons  during  the 
next  session  of  a  Bill  promoted  on  the  recommendations  of 
this  Board  of  Trade  committee.    He  said  "a  prospect," 
because  when  there  was  a  change  of  Government  there 
was  not  always  an  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  heads 
of  departments  to  proceed  with  measures  prepared  by 
their   predecessors.     It   must,   if    proceeded   with,  be 
brought  forward  on  the  financial  aspect— the  frauds  on 
the  public.    What  he  asked  them  to  do  was  that  if 
this  Bill  came  before  Parliament  they  should  back  up 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  tooth  and  nail  in  their  endea- 
vour to  get  something  done  in  this  direction.    They  were 
prepared  to  work.     All  these  matters  had  so  far  been 
considered  by  the  society  in  camera,  but  they  must  not  think 
that  because  they  did  not  hear  what  the  Council  was  doing, 
it  was  doing  no  work.    After  what  he  had  said  he  thought 
they  would  at  least  admit  that  they  were  endeavouring  to  do 
something  to  prevent  the  injustice  which  they  contended 
was  involved  in  this  monstrous  application  of  company  law. 
There  wa3  not  a  single  man  of  science  or  man  of  medicine 
who  did  not  sympathise  with  their  efforts  in  this  direction, 
because  they  saw  that  this  anomaly  struck  at  the  root  of 
education,  and  that  the  judgment  which  had  led  to  all 
these  difficulties  affected  so  many  people,  and  was  now  bsiDg 
used  to  attack  so  many  people,  that  it  was  necessary  to  make 
a  stand.    If  the  Society  received  adequate  support  it  was 
his  firm  belief  that  it  was  possible  to  get  rid  at  least  of  one 
monster  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  scotched  once  for  all. 
(Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  F.C.S.,  also  responded. 

Mr.  C.  0.  Morrison  proposed  "  Scientific  and  Learned 
Societies." 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  responded,  and  in  a  humorous  manner 
referred-to  some  of  the  triumphs  of  science. 

The  toast  of  "The  Visitors"  concluded  the  list.  There 
were  songs  and  recitations  at  inteivals. 
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BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  October  10, 
when  Mr.  T.  F.  Grindley,  the  new  President,  delivered  his 
address,  in  the  course  of  which  he  commented  on 
the  objects  of  pharmaceutical  associations  and  their 
power  for  good  amongst  their  members.  Speaking  of  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  company  laws  as  regards  Phar- 
macy, he  contended  that,  if  wrong  for  one  unqualified  person 
to  appropriate  the  advantages  of  the  legal  chemist  and 
druggist,  the  combination  of  seven  such  persons  would, 
logically  speaking,  render  it  seven  times  as  bad.  In  refer- 
ence to  counter-prescribing  the  speaker  said  there  was  great 
diversity  of  opinion.  His  view  was  that  there  was  no  justifica- 
tion for  its  being  carried  on  systematically.  On  the  other  hand 
the  public  knowing  the  chemist  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  properties  and  mode  of  administering  medicine,  his 
advice  will  sometimes  be  a9ked  when  he  cannot  refuse  it 
without  incurring  the  imputation  of  ignorance,  and  losing  the 
confidence  of  his  customer. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for  his  address  was 
passed. 

The  other  officers  for  the  session  are  Messrs.  A.  T.  Jeeves 
(Vice-President).  E.  S.  Gosling  (Hon.  Treasurer),  A.  E. 
Oolman  and  A.  H.  Cupit  (Hon.  Secretaries). 


BRADFORD  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
A  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Bradford  and  district  was 
held  at  the  Church  Institute  on  October  1,  to  finally  decide 
on  the  proposed  rules  of  the  new  Association.  After  a 
lengthy  discussion  the  annual  subscription  of  10.*.  6d.  was 
decided  upon  and  the  rules  adopted.  Officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows : — Mr.  Bell,  President.  Messrs. 
Dunn  and  Geo  Ritnmington,  Vice-Presidents.  Committee — 
Messrs  E.  Mackay,  A.  H.  Waddington,  Newbould,  Stead,  F. 
K.  Tavlor,  and  A.  Knight.  Hon.  Treasurer — Mr.  Silson. 
Hon.  Secretary — Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard.  The  chairman  of  the 
meeting  was  Mr.  Dunn.  The  Association  promises  to  be  a 
strong  one,  and  seems  to  meet  with  the  entire  approval  of 
the  chemists  generally.  Mr.  Bell,  the  President,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  chemists  in  the  town.  Mr.  Silson,  the  Treasurer,  was 
the  former  treasurer  of  a  similar  association  some  twenty 
years  ago. 


THE  HALIFAX  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 
A  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at  the  Old  Cock 
Hotel,  Halifax,  on  October  10,  when  the  following  subjects 
were  under  consideration  :— "  The  One  Man  Pharmacy  Bogus 
Company  Act  "  ;  "  Carbolic  Acid  as  a  Free  Poison  "  ;  and  the 
proposed  "  Halifax  Wakes  "  as  the  holiday.  Mr.  Herbert  W. 
Seely  was  re-elected  local  secretary. 


(pharmaceutical  Society  of  3rclano, 


OUR  report  of  V.  e  proceedings  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  fharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  on  October  7, 
which  appeared  last  week,  was,  as  we  then  stated,  deficient 
in  some  details,  which  we  now  add.    The  discussion  on  the 

Status  of  Mk.  J.  T.  Holmes 

was  as  follows  :— Mr.  Ferrall,  the  Registrar,  having  read  the 
minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting, 

Mr.  Downes  said  the  name  of  Mr.  John  Thomas  Holmes 
was  mentioned  in  the  minutes  as  being  a  member  of  the 
Society.    That  was  not  correct. 

The  President  :  I  think  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  member  of  the 
Society,  although  he  is  not  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
members  who  pay  their  subscriptions. 

Mr.  Downes  :  I  accept  your  ruling ;  but  I  do  not  see  how 
he  can  be  a  member  without  paying  his  subscription. 

The  President  :  Those  who  drafted  the  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1875  named  twenty-one  persons  as  the  first  members  of  the 
Society,  and  they  were  to  be  members  for  life. 

Mr.  Downes  :  Where  do  you  get  the  words  "  for  life"  in 
the  Act  I  I  do  not  like  arguing  the  matter  after  you  have  ruled 


it,  but  the  point  is  this — twenty-one  members  are  Darned  in 
the  Act  (sec.  5),  and  the  section  says  that  they  and  "all 
other  persons  who  shall  be  qualified  and  elected  in  the  manner 
presctibed  by  this  Act "  shall  be  members  of  the  Society. 
The  Act  gave  power  to  make  regulations,  and  one  of  those 
which  have  been  made  is  that  an  annual  subscription  should 
be  paid  by  members,  and  that  if  any  member  does  not  pay 
his  fee  for  two  years  his  name  shall  be  struck  off. 

The  President  :  The  fact  was  tha*  for  many  years  the 
members  of  the  Council  did  not  pay  the  annual  subscription  ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  finances  of  the  Society  fell  into  a 
poor  condition  that  it  was  proposed  that  those  original 
members  should  pay  their  subscriptions  as  well  as  those  who 
were  afterwards  elected.  Technically  yon  may  be  right,  but 
I  think  that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  better  not  to  presa 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Downes  :  I  accept  your  ruling. 

The  President:  I  may  say  that  Mr.  Holmes  was  not  sent 
a  voting  paper.  He  is  not,  this  year,  one  of  those  who  have 
the  privilege  of  voting. 

Mr.  Holmes  (who  was  present)  :  I  maintain  that  I  have 
a  right  to  vote,  and  I  was  going  to  ask  you  for  a  voting-paper. 

The  President  :  The  Registrar  drew  my  attention  to  the 
matter,  and  from  what  he  pointed  out,  and  also  from  what 
Mr.  Downes  has  said,  we  concluded  that  you  have  not. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  I  have  been  voting  ever  since  the  formation 
of  the  Society. 

The  President  :  I  know  that,  and  that  13  why  I  do  not 
wish  to  carry  out  what  Mr.  Downes  presses  for. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  four  or  five  years  ago  he  was  acting 
for  the  then  President,  and  he  declined  to  allow  a  voting- 
paper  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Holmes  or  to  any  other  member  who 
was  in  arrear  with  his  subscription.  He  would  have 
adhered  to  that  ruling  at  the  general  meeting  of  that  time 
had  it  not  been  that  several  members,  who  thought  he  was 
acting  harshly,  appealed  to  him  not  to  do  so,  and  be  gave 
up  his  opinion  to  theirs.  But  his  opinion  wa3  that  no  vote 
should  be  allowed  to  any  gentleman  whose  name  was  not  on 
the  Treasurer's  list  of  those  who  had  paid  their  subscrip- 
tions. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  At  the  last  annual  meeting  it  was  put  to  a 
vote  as  to  whether  I  should  be  allowed  a  vote  or  not,  and  it 
was  decided  that  I  should. 

The  President  :  That  was  the  year  before  last. 

Mr.  McWalter:  I  think  Mr.  Holmes  should  be  allowed 
to  vote.  His  name  is  mentioned  in  the  Act,  and  that  cannot  be 
overruled  by  any  subsequent  by-law. 

The  President  :  Oar  by-laws,  which  have  been  approved  of 
by  the  Privy  Council,  are  as  binding  as  the  original  Act.  We 
allow  Mr.  Holmes  to  be  present  as  a  member,  but  not  to 
vote.  The  other  gentlemen  named  as  original  members  have 
been  paying  their  subscriptions. 

Professor  Tichborne  said  that  in  his  opinion  there  was  a. 
distinction  between  being  an  actual  member  of  the  Society 
and  a  subscribing  member.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
original  members  of  the  Society  were  members  still,  and 
nothing  could  unmake  them  but  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
But  if  an  original  member  did  not  pay  his  subscription  he 
ceased,  under  the  by-laws,  to  be  entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  voting  and  of  receiving  the  journal. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  I  protest  against  this  decision.  I  have  been 
voting  for  twenty  years. 

The  President  :  You  have  heard  my  ruling.  If  you  wisb 
to  have  the  matter  put  to  the  vote,  I  think  my  ruling  will  be 
upheld . 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  object  to  you  putting  your  ruling  to  the 
vote  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Holmes  asked  why  notice  of  the  present  meeting  had 
not  been  sent  to  him  ?  ":z 

The  President  :  For  the  same  reason  that  you  did  not 
get  a  voting -paper. 

Presidential  Address. 

The  President  then  proceeded  to  give  his  csual  annual 
address.  After  a  brief  summary  of  the  origin  and  purposes 
of  the  Society,  he  quoted  the  opinion  of  Dr.  George  Dnffey, 
the  visitor  of  the  Privy  Council  to  the  examinations,  ex- 
pressed in  his  last  report,  to  the  effect  that  the  Council  had 
continued  to  show  its  desire  (1)  to  obtain  for  its  licentiate 
the  advantage  of  a  good  preliminary  education,  (2)  to  afford 
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them  opportunities  of  studying  their  profession  in  as  prac- 
tical and  as  systematic  a  manner  as  possible,  and  (3)  by 
keeping  op  the  standard  and  improving  the  character  of 
fcieir  examinations  to  secure  as  far  as  it  can  that  none  but 
properly  instructed  and  competent  persons  shall  be  granted 
its  qualification.    Reviewing  the  past  year,  the  President 
said  the  examinations  had,  on  the  whole,  been  very  satis- 
factory ;  and  if  those  who  had  passed  the  examination- 
stage,  and  who  particip.te  in  the  advantages  and  privileges 
of  the  Society,  would  only  act  up  to  their  privileges  and 
take  a  practical  interest  iD  the  welfare  and  the  administra- 
tion of  the  institution  which  gives  them  their  bread,  and 
tries  to  preserve  to  them  their  butter,  he  should  have  the 
pleasure  o£  reporting  the  past  as  a  record  year.  Ihe 
number  of  candidates  at  the  Preliminary  examination  had 
bean  the  largest  on  record.  Ninety-thiee  presented  themselves, 
against  71  last  year  ;  whilst  the  number  of  rejections  was  the 
same  in  both  years — namely,  26.    They  had  registered  8  Pre- 
liminaiy  students  this  year  on  the  recognised  certificates 
of  other  bodies,  bsing  1  less  than  last  year.    In  all  75  Pre- 
liminary students  registered  this  year,  against  only  51  last 
year.     At  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examinations  the 
number  of  candidates  showed  a  still  larger  proportion  by 
75,  against  45  last  year ;  but  the  rejections  this  year  were 
exactly  double  those  of  last — namely,  28  against  14.  One 
apothecary  had  also  been  registered.    The  candidates  for 
the  Assistants'  examination  continued  to  be  a  small  company ; 
they,  however,  show  an  increase— 6  entered  this  year  against 
4  last  year,  and  in  each  year  there  was  one  rejection.  The 
assistants  now  on  the  register  are  an  even  dozen.    For  the 
Registered  Druggists'  examination  44  had  entered,  against  38 
iast  year,  of  whom  31  pissed,  against  25  last  year.    The  total 
number  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  registered  this  year  is 
506,  against  460  in  1894 ;  the  number  of  registered  chemists 
and  druggists  306,  against  310  in  1891;  that  of  registered 
druggists  368,  against  339  in  the  same  year  ;  and  of  pharma- 
ceutical assistants  12,  against  7  in  1894.    But  the  number 
of  members  of  the  Society  is  177,  against  202  in  1891 ;  and 
that  of  associate  druggists  93,  against  155.    This  decline  of 
members  and  associate  druggists  took  away  a  good  deal 
of  the  satisfaction  they  might  feel  at  their  steady  advance 
in  numbers ;  however,  as  the  Treasurer's  statement  would 
show,  there  was  no  cause  to  take  a  pessimistic  view  of  the 
situation.    It  was  gratifying  that  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Admiralty  had  recognised  their  licentiates  as  qualified 
to  be  dispensers  in  the  Royal  Navy,  after  a  searching  inquiry, 
and  being  satisfied  with  the  high  standard  of  our  examina- 
tions.   In  this  and  kindred  matters  he  acknowledged  the 
prompt  and  willing  action  of  the  Dublin  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment.    The  Museum  had   at   last  become   an  accom- 
plished fact,  and  their  Curator,  Mr.  Smith,  had  almost 
concluded  his  arrangement  of  the  specimens  so  generously 
given  by  a  number  of  wholesale   firms.     The  success 
■of  their  School  of  Chemistry  had  induced  the  Council 
to   adopt  a  similar  course   in  other   branches,    and  a 
year  ago  they  established  a  Botany  and  Mateiia  Medica 
School,  and  appointed  as  its  professor  Dr.  Ninian  Falkiner, 
who  has  been  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Henry  Dixon,  Assistant 
Professor  of  Botany  in  Trinity  College.    The  result  bad 
more  than  exceeded  their  expectations  in  the  success  that 
has  attended  the  school  and  the  interest  taken  in  it  by  the 
students.     Twenty- nine  had  already  passed  through  the 
courses.    Referring  to  the  acceptance  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical  Society's  First  examination  in  lieu  of  their 
Preliminary,  and  also  all  other  Preliminaries  accepted  by 
the  General  Medical  Council,  the  President  said  the  Council 
had  been  brought  to  see  that  perhaps  it  had  been  a  little 
overgenerou3,  since  both  of  those  bodies  had  refused  to 
accept  theirs,  though  more  than  up  to  the  standard  required 
by  their  rules.    They  had  reconsidered  their  position  in  this 
matter,  as  they  felt  it  to  be  scarcely  fair  to  their  own 
students  to  accept  a  lower  standard  from  other  bodies  than 
they  required.    On  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Duffey  they 
had  decided  to  have  two  examiners  for  this  examination. 
The  new  arrangement  will  come  into  effect  in  next  January's 
examination. 

The  President  then  passed  a  warm  tribute  to  the  twenty 
years  of  faithful  service  which  Mr.  Edward  M.  Hodgson  had 
rendered  to  the  Society,  and  hoped  he  would  see  his  way 
to  continue  bis  able  assistance.  To  him  they  largely  owed 
their  present  financial  position.    He  had  given  them  a 


splendid  habitation  frse  of  rent,  and  a  nest-egg  besides  of 
nearly  1,000?.  in  Consols. 

With  regard  to  their  law  proceedings,  the  President 
said  it  was  not  the  dog  that  is  always  barking  which  is  the 
best  watch- dog,  and  though  they  might  not  have  made  much 
noise  they  had  given  some  severe  bites.  The  committee 
had  been  accused  of  vindictiveness  for  maintaining  its  right 
to  have  the  law  respected,  but  no  one  knew  better  than  its 
accusers  how  long-suffering  and  patient  it  had  been  under 
continued  provocation,  and  notwithstanding  repeated  warn- 
ings. With  two  exceptions,  all  the  prosecutions  had  been 
for  the  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poiEons,  or  for  the 
sale  of  poisons.  One  of  the  exceptions  was  the  case  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  who  was  convicted  a  second  time  for 
illegal  dispensing,  and  his  name  bad  in  consequence  been 
forwarded  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  should  be  removed  from  the  register.  The  other 
exception  was  that  of  a  young  man  who  failed  to  pass  the 
Registered  Druggists'  examination,  but  who  thought  himself 
qualified,  nevertheless,  to  compound  medical  prescriptions, 
fordoing  which  he  was  convicted,  as  well  as  for  the  sale  of 
poisons.  Ahother  rejected  chemist  candidate  was  prose- 
cuted for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  convicted,  but  was  not 
satisfied  to  rest  and  be  thankful,  for  the  offending  poisons 
remained  in  stock  on  his  shop-shelf  to  be  vended  at  discre- 
tion. He  soon,  however,  found  himself  between  Scylla  and 
Charybdis,  for  a  wary  Sergeant  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary took  stock  of  the  situation  and  demanded  a  sale  of  same 
of  the  poisons,  which  being  refused,  he  prosecuted  the  party 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  obtained  a  conviction, 
and  fine  of  21.  That  was  a  new  and  salutary  phase  of  the 
law,  which  appears  to  have  dawned  first  on  the  learned  and 
acute  Sergeant  Nelson.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  they 
attacked  a  limited  company  for  a  sale  of  poison,  but  the 
defendant,  instead  of  showing  fight,  pleaded  guilty  in  open 
Court,  and  paid  as  the  peralty  of  his  temerity  21Z.  fine  and 
costs.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  they  had  made  another 
attack  on  a  limited  company  in  the  country.  As  they 
expected,  and,  indeed,  hoped,  the  country  Magistrates  dis- 
missed the  summons  without  giviDg  any  reason  ;  but  their 
solicitor  had  required  them  to  state  a  case,  and  so  they  had 
"  put  their  hand  to  the  plough  "  and  did  not  intend  to  look 
back  until  the  highest  tribunal  had  given  its  decision. 

The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Hodgson)  was  not  able  to  be 
present,  but  he  sent  a  letter  which  the  President  read.  He 
stated  that  the  fees  for  1895  amounted  to  757^  lis  6d , 
against  534Z.  19*.  6d.  Members  subscriptions  last  year  were 
153?.  6s.  ;  in  1894  they  were  158?  11*  8d  ,  but  the  falling  off 
was  principally  in  associate  druggist  subscriptions  which  this 
year  only  amounted  to  55?.  13s.,  whereas  last  year  they 
were  85?.  A  considerable  sum  was  due  for  law  costs  which 
they  could  not  get  furnished  in  time  for  the  annual  meeting. 
The  item  for  drugs  for  the  examination  was  22?.  13s.  4<f.,  as 
againgt  6?.  15s.  6d.  It  was  given  as  a  reason  that  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  apparatus  included  that  will  not  be  required 
again.  The  stock  invested  now  stands  at  932?.  15s.  Id.,  as 
against  last  year  505?.  10s.  6d. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dowses,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gbind- 
ley,  the  Treasurer's  report  was  adopted. 

Several  speakers  expressed  the  hope  that  Mr.  Hodgson 
would  not  resign  his  office. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Conyngham,  reported  last  week, 
to  allow  pharmaceutical  chemists  not  in  business  to  be 
associatts,  on  payment  of  10s.  6d.  a  year,  and  to  allow  per- 
sons who  had  passed  I  he  Preliminary  to  be  students  at 
10s.  6d  a  year,  was  discu  sei  at  considerable  length.  It  was 
approved  to  a  considerable  extent  by  Professor  Tichboenb, 
especially  as  regards  the  students,  but  Mr.  Downes  and  Mr. 
Wells  thought  the  scheme  crude,  and  questioned  whether 
the  Society  had  power  to  give  votiDg-power  to  associates. 
Mr.  Kelly,  Dr.  Walsh,  and  Mr.  Robinson  urged  that  they 
should  endeavour  to  interest  students,  and  Mr.  McWalteb 
suggested  that  they  might  lend  them  a  room. 

Ultimately,  on  the  suggestion  of  Professor  Tichbobne, 
the  following  modified  proposition  was  carried  : — 

That  it  be  a  recommendation  to  the  Council  that  all  persons  who  have 
passed  the  Preliminary  examination  be  elected  students  of  the 
Society,  at  a  fee  to  be  determined,  with  such  privileges  as  may  be 
considered  desirable  by  the  Council. 
After  the  result  of  the  voting  for  Council  had  been  given 
Professor  Tichborne  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Evans 
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moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  (Mr.  Hayes)  for  the 
care,  anxiety,  and  time  he  had  bestowed  on  the  affairs  of 
the  Society  during  his  term  of  office.  Mr.  Hayes  had  ex- 
pressed an  intention  of  retiring,  but  he  (Mr.  Evans)  was  glad 
to  say  that  he  had  been  prevailed  upon  not  to  do  so. 
Mr.  Holmes  seconded  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Wells  sup- 
ported it. 

The  Chairman,  in  putting  the  motion,  said  he  had  been 
for  twenty  years  associated  with  Mr.  Hayes,  and  he  did  not 
know  any  more  indefatigable  member  of  the  Council  than 
he  was.  They  could  not  sufficiently  admire  the  courteous 
manner  in  which  he  managed  a  sometimes  unruly  school. 

The  motion  passed  unanimously,  and  the  President,  in 
returning  thanks,  said  he  believed  there  was  no  member  of 
the  Council  who  had  not  a  kindly  feeling  towards  the  rest  at 
the  present  time.  He  was  very  grateful  to  the  proposer  of 
the  resolution ;  and  he  could  only  speak  of  Mr.  Wells  with  a 
sincere  gratitude  for  the  way  in  which  he  had  always  helped 
the  Society.  No  member  of  the  Society  knew  the  amount 
of  work  that  Mr.  Wells  had  done  in  connection  with  the  Law 
Committee,  and  he  deserved  to  be  called  their  attorney- 
general. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  also  pissed  to  the  Registrar  (Mr. 
Ferrall)  for  the  efficient  way  in  which  he  had  discharged  his 
duties. 


Cjft  gctcrmmution  of  ^imlaol  (&&hx  in 
gcrrjamof  <$U. 

By  H.  Helbing  and  Dr.  F.  W.  Passmore. 


TN  the  October  report  published  by  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co. 
JL  it  is  stated  that  higher  results  are  obtained  in  the  esti- 
mation of  licalcol  ester  in  bergamot  oil  by  the  method 
employed  by  us  for  the  last  three  years  than  with  the  modi- 
fication adopted  by  them.  As  a  consequence  they  suggest 
the  necessity  of  recognising  two  standards  differing  from 
each  other  to  the  extent  of  18  per  cent.  As  everything 
tending  to  increase  confusion  in  the  essential  oil-trade  is  to 
be  avoided,  we  have  at  once  investigated  the  matter  in  the 
spirit  of  doinsc  away  with  the  necessity  of  two  standards, 
and  adopting  only  the  method  giving  results  nearest  the 
truth. 

The  two  methods  are  identical  in  principle,  depending 
upon  the  determination  of  the  saponifying  figure  of  bergamot 
oil  ;  but,  whereas  we  from  the  first  heated  the  oil  with 
stronger  (10  per  cent.)  alcoholic  potash  at  100°  C.  in  closed 
vessels,  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.'s  chemists  employ  semi- 
normal  (2  8  per  cent.)  alcoholic  potash,  and  heat  in  open 
vessels  provided  with  a  return  condenser  on  the  water-bath. 
It  has  now  been  stated  that  the  action  of  the  stronger 
alkali  in  closed  vessels  decomposes  the  linalool  to  some 
extent,  causiDg  a  larger  proportion  of  alkali  to  be  used, 
whereas  the  hydrolysis  of  the  ester  is  complete  in  ten 
minutes  even  with  the  weaker  alkali. 

As  further  proof  that  the  higher  figures  obtained  by  our 
method  are  due  to  decomposition  of  linalool,  and  not  to  the 
hydrolysis  of  a  smaller  quantity  of  ester  not  attacked  by  the 
weaker  alkali,  pm\  linalool  was  heated  with  10  per  cent, 
alcoholic  potash  in  closed  vessels  at  100°  C.  for  two  hours, 
and  the  amount  of  alkali  used  up  was  found  to  be,  on  an 
average,  equal  to  149  per  cent,  ester.  Here,  however,  further 
explanation  seemed  required,  as  it  is  evident  that  although 
the  bergamot  oil  is  mixed  with  10  per  cent,  alcoholic  potash, 
in  consequence  of  the  hydrolysis  of  the  ester  taking  place  so 
quickly,  in  ten  minutes  the  greater  part  of  the  alkali  is 
neutralised,  and  a  simple  calculation  suffices  to  show  that 
by  our  method  the  linalool  is  not  subjected  to  the  action  of 

10  per  cent,  alcoholic  potash  in  closed  vessels  for  two  hours, 
but  to  alkali  of  less  than  4  per  cent,  streng'  h ;  whereas 
Messrs.  Schimmel  themselves  show  that  in  open  vessels  2  8 
per  cent,  alcoholic  potash  has  no  action  whatever  on  linalool. 
We  therefore  made  a  series  of  experiments  with  a  bergamot 

011  containing  43  12  per  cent,  linalool  acetate  determined 
according  to  our  method.  The  results  are  summarised  in 
the  tables  on  the  next  column. 

Comparison  of  I.  and  II.  show  that  higher  results  are, 
indeed,  obtained  by  the  action  of  strong  alkali  in  closed 
vessels,  but  the  difference  in  two  hours  we  do  not  find  to  be 


so  great  as  1  8  per  cent.,  but  less  than  1  per  cent.  It  also 
appears,  from  our  experiments,  that  ten  minuted  heating  on 
the  water-bath  with  semi-normal  alcoholic  potash  is  not  always 
sufficient  to  completely  hydrolyse  the  ester  in  bergamot  oil , 
as  results  about  1  per  cent,  higher  were  obtained  by  con- 
tinuing the  heating  beyond  fifteen  minutes.  The  other 
experiments  tend  to  show  it  is  not  so  much  the  stronger 
alkali  that  causes  the  decomposition  of  the  linalool,  but  the 
higher  temperature  reached  in  the  closed  vessels,  which 
conclusion  was  also  borne  out  by  actual  esjieriments  on 
linalool. 

I. —  With  Semi-normal  AlcohoVe  Potosli  (25  oc)  Heated  on 
the  Wetter  bath  in  Open  Vessel  with  Return  Condenser. 


Oil 

Time  of  Heating 

Ester  Percentage 

2  32  grammes 

15  minute-; 

41-33 

2-57 

15  „ 

41-52 

246  „ 

15 

41-63 

2-45 

30  „ 

4223 

298 

30 

4235 

332 

1  hour 

42-35 

2-55 

1 

42-48 

II. 


■  With  10 per  cent.  Alcoholic  Potash  (10 
in  a  Closed  1  essel  at  100°  U. 


■  c.)  Heated 


Oil 

Time  of  Heating 

Ester  Percentage 

5-01  crammes 

4  87  "  „ 

5-34 

4  95 

615 

t>  78 

15  minute? 
15 

30  „ 
30 

2  hours 

3  „ 

41-13 

41-  26 

42-  84 
42-75 
4312 
44-2 

III. —  With  Semi-normal  Alcoholic  Potash  (25  c.c.)  Heated 
in  a  Closed  Vessel  at  100°  C. 

Oil 

Time  of  Heating 

Ester  Percentage 

2'67  grammes 

2  56 

2-39 

30  minutes 

2  hours 

3  „ 

4312 

«24 
44-5 

IV.—Witli  10  per  cent  A'coholic  Potash  (10  ex.*)  Heated  on- 
the  Water-bath  in  Open  Vtsseh  with  fteturn  Condenser. 

Oil 

Time  of  HeatiDg 

Ester  Percentage 

5-07  grammes 
5  24 
5  18 

4-96  „ 

15  minutes 
15  „ 
30  „ 
1  hour 

41-0 

41-  36 
42  4 

42-  58 

The  most  useful  outcome  of  the  investigation  is  the  recog- 
nition of  the  extreme  rapidity  with  which  linalool  acetate  is 
hydrolysed,  and,  havirg  satisfied  ourselves  cf  an  error 
arising  from  the  use  of  closed  vessels,  we  shall  carry  cut. 
determinations  in  future  in  open  vessels  with  return  con- 
densers, heating  the  oil  on  the  water-bath  for  half  an-bour 
with  semi-normal  alcoholic  potash. 


personalities. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clarkson,  chemist,  of  West  Hartlepool,  is- 
cominated  for  the  mayoralty  of  that  borough. 

Mr.  Smith,  chemist,  has  been  nominated  for  the  Horsham 
Urban  District  Council,  the  election  for  which  takes  place 
on  October  28. 

At  the  installation  meeting  of  the  St.  Martin's  le- Grand 
Lodge,  1  538,  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  Wednesday, 
October  9,  Bro.  John  Holding  (chemist,  Barnsbury,  N.)  was 
ably  installed  by  the  retiring  Worshipful  Master,  Bro.  X.  H. 
Roberts,  P.M.  The  brethren  and  their  numerous  guests 
dined  together  after  the  lodge,  ard  the  post-prandial  speeches 
were  interspersed  by  musical  talent  of  the  very  best,  especi- 
ally provided  by  the  W.M. 
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METHYLATED  LINIMENT  OF  IODINE. 

At  the  Leicester  Borough  Police  Conrfc,  on  October  14, 
Kdwaid  Henry  Butler,  chemist,  93  Humberstonegate,  was 
summoned  for  having  in  his  possession  a  certain  article, 
capable  of  being  used  internally  as  a  medicine — namely,  a 
preparation  of  iodine — in  the  preparation  of  which  methylated 
spirit  had  been  used.  Mr.  McCalman,  Supervisor  of  the 
Inland  Revenue,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  W.  Simpson  represented 
the  defendant.  Mr.  Henry  Wilson  Davis,  analyst,  of  Somer- 
set House,  stated  that  on  August  2  he  examined  the  prepara- 
tions on  Mr.  Butler's  premises,  and  found  among  them  a 
small  bottle  labelled  "  Lin.  Iodi  Meth."  It  was  a  bottle  of 
about  5  oz.  capacity.  Mr.  Butler  was  absent  at  the  time, 
but  his  manager  explained  to  witness  that  the  preparation 
■was  made  for  a  doctor.  Shortly  afterwards  he  found  another 
bottle,  of  20  oz.  capacity,  nearly  half -full  of  the  same  liquid, 
and  labelled  "  Lin.  Iodi  Meth."  Witness  took  possession  of  the 
bottles  and  removed  them  to  Somerset  House,  and,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  principal  of  the  Department,  analysed  them.  He 
found  the  spirit  present  was  methylated  spirit.  The  pre- 
paration was  capable  of  being  used  internally  as  a  medicine. 

Cross-examined  :  The  preparation  was  practically  that  of 
a  strong  tincture  of  iodine,  and  could,  if  properly  diluted, 
be  taken  as  a  medicine.  The  labels  on  the  bottles  appeared 
to  have  been  on  some  time.  Defendant's  manager  told  him 
that  in  making  up  the  bottles  he  had  made  a  mistake.  He 
said  he  made  the  liniment  up  for  a  doctor  eighteen  months 
ago,  but  shortly  after  he  had  made  it  up  he  discovered  that  a 
mistake  bad  b2en  made — that  he  had  used  methylated 
spirit  instead  of  rectified  spirit.  He  immediately  went  to 
the  doctor's  and  fetched  the  liniment  away,  and  gave  him 
another  bottle  properly  made  with  rectified  spirit.  The 
manager  did  not  tell  him  that  he  thought  both  bottles  had 
been  thrown  away,  but  he  said  none  of  the  contents  had 
been  sold.  The  only  reason  witness  could  assign  why  the 
liniment  was  made  with  methylated  spirit  was  because  it 
was  cheaper  than  rectified  spirit.  If  witness  wanted  a 
liniment  of  that  kind  he  would  prefer  it  being  made  of 
rectified  spiiit. 

By  the  Magistrates'  Clerk  :  If  the  liniment  was  diluted  in 
a  proper  manner  it  could  be  used  as  an  internal  medicine. 

Mr.  J.  Dilkes,  Excise  officer,  stated  that  in  1891  defendant 
made  application  for  permission  to  use  methylated  spirit  in 
the  preparation  of  certain  liniments.  A  copy  of  the  regula- 
tions was  handed  defendant,  which  excluded  this  particular 
liniment 

Mr.  Simpson,  in  defence,  said  no  doubt  defendant  had 
been  guilty  ot  a  technical  breach  of  the  regulations  under 
•which  the  licencs  was  granted.  About  eighteen  months 
ago  he  received  an  order  from  a  doctor  for  a  particular 
liniment.  At  the  time  he  was  using  methylated  spirit  for 
one  of  the  liniments  which  was  permissible,  and  in  mistake 
the  liniment  for  the  doctor  was  mixed  with  the  methylated 
spirit.  The  liniment  was  returned  and  another  sent  in  its 
place,  and  it  was  quite  an  oversight  that  the  discarded 
preparation  was  not  destroyed  at  the  time.  There  was  not 
the  least  intention  of  infringing  the  law,  and  no  injury  had 
been  caused  to  a  single  human  being. 

Mr.  Leake,  manager  for  defendant,  stated  that  when  the 
order  came  from  the  doctor  for  the  liniment  he,  in  error, 
used  methylated  spirit,  which  he  was  using  at  the  time  in 
preparing  ocher  liniments.  The  mistake  was  discovered, 
aud  the  preparation  returned  from  the  doctor's,  and  witness 
made  up  a  new  liniment  from  rectified  spirit,  and  took  it 
to  the  doctor  the  same  day.  What  was  returned  should 
have  been  destroyed  the  same  day,  but  it  was  put  on  a  shelf 
by  mistake,  and  allowed  to  remain  there.  He  was  quite 
certain  that  none  of  the  wrong  preparation  had  been  used 
for  any  purpose  out  of  either  of  the  bottles.  In  his  opinion 
the  liniment  made  with  methylated  spirit  was  incapable  of 
,  being  used  internally  as  a  medicine. 

Cross-examined  :  It  differed  from  the  tincture  of  iodine  in 
being  much  stronger. 

John  Mawbey,  assistant  to  the  defendant,  spoke  to  seeing 
the  last  witness  bring  back  the  small  bottle  from  the 
doctor's  in  question  and  make  a  new  prepaiation. 


Dr.  Meadows  said  the  liniment  of  iodine  with  methylated 
spirit  made  up  in  the  way  that  the  preparation  was  in  the 
bottles  would  not  be  capable  of  being  used  internally.  He 
never  heard  of  such  a  preparation  being  prescribed  for 
internal  use.  Liniment  of  iodine,  beyond  being  much 
stronger  than  the  tincture,  differed  from  it  inasmuch  as  it 
contained  camphor, *  and  for  all  practical  purposes  it  would 
be  impossible  to  dilute  it  sufficiently  for  internal  use. 

The  Bench  considered  a  technical  offence  had  been 
proved,  but  were  of  opinion  the  liniment  was  made  up 
entirely  by  mistake,  and  thought  the  case  would  ba  fairly 
met  by  ordering  the  defendant  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  pro- 
ceedings without  imposing  a  penalty. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 
Sp.  Eth.  Nit. 

At  Southampton  County  Bench,  on  October  11,  the  charge 
against  Mr.  George  Frederick  Tack,  chemist,  formerly  of 
Eastleigh,  but  now  residing  in  London,  of  selling  spirit  of 
nibre  which  it  was  certified  contained  5  per  cent,  of  added 
water,  was  resumed.  The  defendant's  solicitor  had  stated 
that  his  client  had  parted  with  the  business,  at  the  time  the 
article  in  question  was  purchased,  to  a  Mr.  Wedge.  The  case 
was  adjourned  in  order  that  this  point  might  be  cleared  up. 
Mr.  Wedge  now  attended  and  confirmed  the  statement  as  to 
the  purchase  of  the  business,  though  the  transfer  of  the  lease 
of  the  premises  had  not  been  actually  completed.  The 
Magistrates  dismissed  the  information  and  allowed  the  defen- 
dant his  costs.  . 


Condensed  Milk. 

Sheeibt  Steachan,  Glasgow,  gave  judgment  on  October  10 
in  the  case  reported  last  week,  in  which  the  sanitary  autho- 
rities charged  Mrs.  Mary  Scott,  grocer,  with  having  sold  a 
tin  of  "  Comet  "  brand  of  condensed  milk  which  the  public 
analyst  certified  was  deficient  in  natural  fat  to  the  extent  of 
44  per  cent. 

The  Sheriff  said  the  Act  undoubtedly  provided  that  the 
certificate  should  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  facts  stated 
therein.  The  facts  to  be  certified  were  (1)  that  the  sub- 
stance analysed  was  genuine,  or  (2)  the  parts  or  ingredi- 
ents of  which  the  substance  was  composed,  or  (3)  the 
percentage  of  foreign  ingredients.  The  statement  in  this 
certificate  that  the  article  analysed  was  not  of  the  nature,  sub- 
stance, and  quality  of  condensed  milk  because  it  was  defi- 
cient in  natural  fat  was  clearly  not  one  of  the  facts  required 
to  be  stated  under  the  statute,  and  on  which  the  production 
of  the  certificate  was  held  to  be  sufficient  evidence.  It  was 
a  mere  matter  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  analyst,  but  was 
of  no  statutory  effect  or  authority.  The  difference  between 
the  article  analysed  and  some  other  substance  not  before  the 
analyst  was  a  matter  not  falling  within  the  province  of  the 
analyst,  but  required  to  be  determined  by  the  Judge  before 
whom  the  case  was  tried.  The  analysis  of  the  article  was 
no  doubt  an  important  element  in  the  case,  and  must  be  held 
to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  ingredients  of  which  it  was  com- 
posed, but  it  was  nothing  more.  The  difference,  therefore, 
between  the  two  articles,  not  being  a  matter  which  the  analyst 
had  to  deal  with  in  a  certificate,  could  not  be  held  to  be 
established  by  the  mere  production  of  his  certificate.  It 
must  be  proved  by  evidence  in  the  ordinary  way  ;  but,  apart 
from  the  certificate,  there  was  absolutely  no  evidence  what- 
ever on  the  subject.  He  had,  therefore,  no  alternative  but 
to  hold  that  the  prosecutor  had  failed  to  prove  his  case.  No 
doubt  the  certificate  stated  that  the  article  analysed  was  de- 
ficient in  44  per  cent,  of  what  was  termed  the  natural  fat  of 
condensed  milk,  but  before  he  could  hold  that  the  article 
was,  on  account  of  that  deficiency,  essentially  different  from 
condensed  milk  he  would  require  to  know  by  what  standard 
the  matter  had  to  be  regulated  and  what  was  the  percentage 
of  fat  necessary  to  the  constitution  of  condensed  milk.  The 
analyst  seemed  to  have  assumed  that  the  seller  was  bound  to 
furnish  an  ideal  article  made  exclusively  from  the  purest  cream 
when  condensed  milk  was  asked  for.  But  it  was  established 
by  the  evidence  that  what  was  demanded  was  not  condensed 
milk  generally,  but  a  well-known  and  recognised  brand  of 

*  A  Leicester  correspondent  asks  us  in  what  Pharinaeopoaia  the  formula 
with  camphor  appears.    It  is  not  iu  his. 
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thatarticle— namely,  the  "Comet  "brand.  When  the  purchaser 
in  this  case  asked  for  condensed  milk,  he  was  shown  a  Swiss 
brand,  but  he  declined  that  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been 
already  analysed.  Then  he  pointed  to  or  was  shown  another 
brand  which  he  knew  to  be  the  "  Comet"  brand,  and  was 
aware  that  it  was  sold  at  a  compantively  low  price.  That, 
he  said,  was  what  he  wanted,  and  with  it  he  was  supplied 
He  got  the  identical  article  he  wanted  and  deliberat-vy  pur- 
chased. The  question  whether  the  lithographic  writing  on 
the  label  guaranteeing  the  genuineness  of  the  artic'e  pro- 
tected the  respondent  did  not  now  need  to  be  determined. 

Mr.  Lindsay,  on  behalf  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities, 
intimated  an  appeal  to  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary. 


Alum  in  Biscuits. 
At  the  Pontypridd  Police  Court,  last  week,  John  Ford, 
grocer,  was  summoned  for  having  sold  brown  biscuits 
adulterated  with  alumina.  Superintendent  Jones  said  he 
purchased  \  lb  of  brown  biscuits  from  the  defendant  for  6d., 
•which,  on  being  analysed,  were  found  to  contain  alumina 
•compounds  equivalent  to  80  gr.  of  alum  per  lb.  Defendant 
said  he  bought  the  biscuits  from  Messrs.  Danmore  &  Sons, 
of  Leicester,  and  they  were  warranted  pure.  After  receiving 
the  summons,  he  wrote  to  the  firm  about  it,  and  they  replied 
that  he  need  not  be  afraid  of  the  quality  of  the  biscuits. 
The  prosecuting  solicitor  asked  if  in  any  proceedings  he 
would  be  protected  by  the  manufacturers?  Defendant: 
Yes.  The  Bench  said  they  sympathised  with  the  defendant, 
but  it  was  their  duty  to  protect  the  public  from  spurious 
food.    He  would  be  fined  bl.,  including  costs. 


Sweet  Spirit  op  Nitre. 

At  Mailing  (Kent)  Police  Court  on  Monday,  before  the 
Hon.  E.  V.  Bligh  (Chairman),  the  Right  Hon.  Shaw  Lefevre, 
and  other  Magistrates,  Benjamin  Millidge,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Snodland,  was  summoned  for  selling  adulterated 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  on  Aogust  10. 

Police-constable  Brand  proved  a  purchase  of  4  oz  of  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre,  for  which  he  paid  Is.  4<2. 

The  Chairman :  Did  you  ask  for  spirit  of  nitre,  or  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  ? 

Witness :  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  I  was  in  plain  clothes 
when  I  made  the  purchase,  and  I  told  the  defendant  that  I 
had  bought  the  drug  for  analysis. 

Superintendent  Late  (the  prosecutor),  who  took  the  sample 
from  the  last  witness,  also  gave  evidence. 

Mr.  Adams,  F  R  C.S.,  county  analyst,  stated  that  he  had 
analysed  the  sample,  and  found  that  it  was  deficient  of  its 
active  principle  as  required  by  the  British  Pharmacopeia. 

The  Chairman :  We  must  have  rather  fuller  details.  Do 
you  say  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  is  an  article  of  food  ? 

Witness  :  No  ;  it  is  a  drug,  and  is  used  very  largely. 

The  Defendant :  I  consider  I  ought  to  have  been  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  analyst's  certificate  to  enable  me  to 
answer  his  argument.  This  case  is  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  the  trade. 

The  Clerk  :  The  superintendent  was  not  bound  to  forward 
you  a  copy  of  the  analyst's  certificate. 

The  Chairman  ^co  Mr.  Adams) :  What  do  you  say  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  is  ? 

Witness  :  It  is  called  spiritus  rctheris  nitrosi — that  is  the 
classical  name ;  and  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  is  the  common 
name. 

The  Chairman:  According  to  the  Act  this  nitre  should 
faave  been  of  certain  proportions  ? — Witness  :  According  to 
the  mode  of  manufacture  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  it  should 
contain  2  per  cent,  of  nitrous  ether — in  other  words,  2  per 
cent,  of  the  essential  material— and  the  specific  gravity 
should  have  been  about  -840  or  -845.  This  sample  only  con- 
tained two-tenths  of  1  per  cent,  of  this  nitrous  ether. 

The  Chairman  :  1  think  the  Benih  understand  that.  What 
do  you  say  about  the  gravity  of  this  sample? — Witness: 
It  was  diluted  with  water  to  the  extent  of  22  per  cent. 

The  Defendant  (interrupting)  :  I  say  that  is  untrue,  your 
Worships.    I  deny  having  added  water  to  the  nitre. 

Mr.  Adams :  I  am  merely  here  to  say  what  I  found.  I  am 
not  prosecuting. 

The  Chairman  (to  the  defendant)  :  We  must  ask  you, 


please,  not  to  interrupt  the  county  analyst.  He  is  here  as  an 
impartial  witness. 

Mr.  Adams  (to  the  Bench)  :  I  will  put  my  point  in  another 
form.  I  will  fay  that  the  sample  contained  so  much  more 
water  than  it  ought  to  have  done.  Of  course  the  drug  may 
have  come  to  the  defendant  in  a  watered  condition. 

The  Chairman  :  This  is  a  very  important  and  novel  prose- 
cution, and  the  Bench  want  to  know  exactly  what  the 
specific  gravity  of  the  drug  was  ? — Witness  :  It  should  have 
been  845  instead  of  897. 

The  Chairman  :  Now  we  will  hear  what  defendant  has  to 
say. 

The  Defendant :  My  defence  is  that  I  served  the  article 
exactly  as  I  bought  it.  I  swear  that  not  a  drop  of  water 
has  been  added  to  it  since  it  has  been  in  my  shop.  Every 
chemist  knows  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  evaporates  every 
time  the  bottle  in  which  it  is  kept  is  opened,  and  that  would 
readily  account  for  the  sample  in  question  being  deficient  in 
what  Mr.  Adams  calls  the  active  principle.  I  have  witnesses 
here,  and  I  should  like  your  Worships  to  hear  them. 

Albert  Anning,  chemist,  of  Week  Street,  Maidstone,  called 
by  the  defendant,  stated  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  did 
not  recognise  sweet  spirit  of  nitre. 

The  Clerk  :  The  great  point  is  whether  this  article  was  a 
drug  or  not,  this  prosecution  being  brought  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.  What  do  you  say  as  to  that? — Witness: 
Well,  it  is  a  drug,  although  it  is  not  recognised  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Adams  :  The  question,  your  Worships,  is  whether  this 
sample  contained  the  essential  ingredient. 

Mr.  Anning  :  I  want  to  point  out  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
is  in  the  old  London  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Defendant :  If  the  constable  had  asked  for  the  B.P.  pre- 
paration he  would  have  been  served  with  it. 

The  Clerk  (to  defendant)  :  What  do  you  call  this  witness 
to  prove  that  this  is  an  article  which  should  not  come 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ? 

Mr.  Anning :  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre  is  extremely  volatile, 
and  every  time  the  bottle  is  opened  it  must  evaporate  a 
little. 

The  Chairman :  If  you,  as  a  chemist,  Mr.  Anning,  wer 
asked  by  a  customer  for  spirit  of  nitre,  what  should  you 
give? — Witness:  If  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  was  asked  for,  I 
should  give  it  according  to  the  old  Pharmacopoeia ;  but  if 
the  drug  was  required  for  dispensing  purposes,  I  should  give 
it  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 

Superintendent  Lane  :  You  admit,  I  suppose,  that  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  should  contain  2  per  cent,  of  nitre  ?— Witness : 
Yes. 

The  Chairman  :  And  if  it  only  contained  two-tenths  of 
1  per  cent,  it  would  be  belowthe  proper  limic  as  regards  that 
ingredient  ? — Witness  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  West  Mailing,  said 
there  was  no  formula  for  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  in  the  British 
Pharmacopccia. 

The  Clerk :  Do  you  say,  Mr.  Oliver,  that  this  article  is  a 
drug  ? 

Witness  :  Not  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Clerk  :  But  you  admit  it  is  a  drug  ? 

Witness  :  Yes,  it  is  a  drug  ;  but  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
does  not  give  a  standard  for  it.  The  term  "  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  "  does  not  appear  as  a  synonym  for  any  preparation  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Chairman :  You  say  that  spirit  of  nitre  is  different 
from  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  ? 

Witness  :  Yes  ;  they  are  two  distinct  things. 

The  Clerk :  The  evidence  in  this  case  is  that  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  was  asked  for. 

Superintendent  Lane  (cross-examining  Mr.  Oliver):  Is  not 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  synonymous  with  spirit  ot  nitrous 
ether  ? 

Witness :  Decidedly  not. 

Superintendent  Lane:  But  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  is  the 
common  English  name  for  this  popular  drug  ? 
Witness :  Yes. 

Defendant  (in  answer  to  a  question)  said  that  an  important 
case  of  a  similar  character  had  recently  been  decided  by  the 
Sevenoaks  Bench. 

The  Clerk :  That  is  not  evidence  in  this  case. 

Defendant:  I  have  a  copy  of  our  trade  paper.  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  containing  a  report  of  that  case, 
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aod  your  Worships  will  see  that  the  Sevenoaks  Magistrates 
dismissed  it.    [The  paper  was  handed  to  the  Chairman  ] 

The  Chairman :  1  find  that  accordicg  to  this  report  in 
The  Chemist  ^nd  Druggist  the  Sevenoaks  Magistrates 
stated  they  were  totally  unable  to  understand  the  matter. 
(Laughter.) But  that  case  is  no  precedent.  We  must  deal 
with  this  prosecution  upon  its  merits. 

Superintendent  Lane  :  This  is  the  first  prosecution  of  the 
kind  that  I  have  had,  but  I  think  the  point  is  a  very  simple 
one.    I  contend  

The  Chairman  (to  Mr.  Adams):  Do  you  know  these  two 
drugs  as  different  from  one  another — the  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  and  spirit  of  nitre? 

Mr.  Adams :  I  have  known  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  for  over 
forty  years;  and  I  say  again  that  it  ought  to  contain  2  per 
cent,  of  nitrous  ether,  whereas  this  sample  did  roS  contain 
that  proportion  of  this  ingredient.  The  other  matters  to 
which  the  witnesses  for  the  defence  have  alluded  are  quite 
collateral,  and,  as  far  as  the  value  of  the  drug  is  concerned, 
they  have  no  bearing  on  the  question.  (*=sssssb* 

The  Bench,  after  some  deliberation,  said  they  had  no 
option  but  to  convict  the  defendant  on  the  evidence  of  the 
county  analyst.  He  would  be  fined  10*  and  costs.  The 
Chairman  added  that  the  Magistrates  were  not  infallible, 
but  they  had  given  the  case — a  very  important  one — their 
best  consideration. 


paying  accounts  to  travellers. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  October  14,  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr  gave  a  decision  of  importance  to  traders 
in  their  relations  with  travellers.  An  action  was  brought  by 
Mr.  James  C.  Reeks,  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C.,  who  sought 
to  recover  31.  15s  for  goods  supplied  to  a  retail  tradesman  in 
the  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road.  The  defendant  said  he  had  paid 
the  amount,  and  he  produced  the  receipts. 

Mr.  Gray,  plaintiff's  counsel,  said  the  money  was  paid  to  a 
man  who  had  no  authority  from  the  plaintiff  to  collect 
money. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  inquired  if  the  traveller  had  taken 
the  order. 

Mr.  Gray  admitted  that  he  had. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  unless  traders  gave  their 
customers  express  instructions  that  they  were  not  to  pay 
the  traveller,  he  would  hold  in  all  such  cases  that  the 
customers  were  justified  in  paying  the  traveller.  He  would 
imply  that  if  the  traveller  had  authority  to  take  the  older, 
he  had  his  master's  authority  to  take  the  money.  That  was 
the  ordinary  inference. 

Mr.  Gray  said  it  was  a  custom  in  the  trade  not  to 
do  that. 

Mr.  Ccmmissioner  Kerr  :  Custom  in  the  trade  ?  You  had 
better  take  your  so-called  traveller  before  a  magistrate  if  he 
has  robbed  ycu. 

Judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant. 

The  plaintiff  also  proceeded  against  another  trader  in  Ken- 
nington,  who  was  sued  for  3/.  10s.  Mr.  Martin  produced 
the  traveller's  receipt,  and  said  the  money  was  paid. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  :  I  suppose  you  paid  this  man  a 
Commission  1 

Tne  plaintiff  said  he  did. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr :  Never  pay  a  commission  until 
you  have  got  the  money.  I  have  been  telling  people  that  for 
thirty  years,  but  they  will  not  do  as  I  tell  them.  You  ought 
not  to  employ  these  fellows  who  call  themselves  travellers. 
They  are  only  commission  fellows — not  travellers.  I  must 
find  for  this  defendant,  too,  and  costs  will  be  allow ed  in  both 
cases. 


CHEMISTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  COURT. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  a  judgment 
summons  was  heard,  the  plaintiff  (Young)  applying  for  the 
committal  of  the  defendant  (Ray),  who  was  described  as  a 
chemist,  carrying  on  business  on  his  own  account  at  South- 
ampton. The  debt  was  for  goods  supplied  in  the  course  of 
trade.  Tbeie  was  no  appearance  for  the  defence,  and  the 
Judge  ordered  payment  in  a  month,  subject  to  committal  in 
default. 


In  the  same  Court,  on  October  11,  a  Mr.  Shipway  sought 
to  recover  a  balance  of  account  alleged  to  be  due  to  him 
ficm  a  Mr.  Brimson,  a  chemist's  assistant,  employed  at 
Brighton.  The  plaintiff's  case  was  that  he  advanced  301  to 
a  third  party  under  a  bill-of-sale,  and  as  an  additional 
security  the  present  defendant  gave  a  guarantee  for  pay- 
ment. The  borrower  committed  default,  and  his  goods  were 
realised  under  the  bill- of -sale,  but  there  was  still  a  deficit, 
and  it  was  in  respect  of  the  balance  cf  the  debt  that  the 
defendant  was  sued. 

His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  amount  claimed,  but 
said  that,  inasmuch  as  the  defendant  was  a  chemist's 
assistant,  and  in  that  capacity  must  keep  up  a  respectable 
appearance,  he  would  made  an  order  for  payment  of  the  debt, 
by  instalments. 


Bankruptcy  iReporta. 


He  George  Henry  Cuff,  25  College  Green,  Bristol, 
Chemist. 

This  debtor  appeared  for  public  examination  at  the  Bristol' 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  11.  In  reply  to  the  Official 
Receiver,  he  said  he  took  over  the  business  from  his  father  in 
1893,  assuming  some  3002.  or  400Z.  liabilities.  On  his 
father's  account  there  was  an  overdraft  of  1,500/.  at  the 
bank.  The  stock  was  valued  at  400/.,  and  he  had  paid  two 
sums  of  1001.  off  that  amount.  He  had  450/.  capital  from 
his  mother's  estate.  He  thought  the  business  was  running, 
along  safely,  and  lived  at  the  rats  of  2501.  per  annum. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Parr  (for  the  trustee),  he  said  he  had 
borrowed  money  of  his  sisters,  but  the  last  balance-sheet 
made  up  did  not  convey  to  his  mind  that  he  had  only  made 
a  net  profit  of  36/.  a  year.  It  conveyed  to  his  mind  that  he- 
must  go  on  and  increase  the  business.  If  the  balance  sheet 
showed  240/.  profit,  and  2C0Z.  went  for  rates  and  taxes,  he 
supposed  the  net  profit  must  have  been  40Z.  a  year.  He 
had  had  summonses  and  writs,  and  had  given  charges  to 
his  solicitor  for  sums  advanced  in  April  last,  but  he  did 
not  tell  his  solicitor  how  he  stood.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Hutchinson  (for  the  sisters,  who  are  creditors),  debtor  said 
he  anticipated  that  bis  share  of  his  father's  estate  would' 
enable  him  to  pay  his  trade  creditors  in  full.  Examined 
by  Mr.  Jones  (his  own  solicitor),  debtor  stated  that  he 
believed  at  one  time  he  would  receive  the  whole  proceeds  of 
a  policy  for  1  000/.  from  his  father's  estate  and  one-fifth  of 
the  other  property,  and  he  carried  on  in  that  belief.  There 
had  been  family  settlements  proposed  whereby  he  would 
have  received  money.  The  debtor  was  ordered  to  file  : 
further  accounts,  and  the  examination  was  adjourned  to 
November  22. 


Re  Joseph  Pitman  Alcock,  Bromegrove,  late  of  Evesham,,, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

This  debtor  appeared  for  public  examination  at  the  Octo- 
ber sitting  of  the  Worcester  Bankruptcy  Court.  His  liabili- 
ties are  1.003/.  0s.  8d.,  of  which  727/  19s  lid  is  expected  to 
rank.  The  assets  amount  to  487/.  5s.  The  debtor  stated 
that  he  commenced  business  in  Evesham  in  1878  without, 
capital.  He  traded  until  1891,  and  in  June  of  ttiat  year 
went  to  Bromsgrove,  being  at  that  time  solvent.  He  was 
given  to  understand  by  Mr.  New,  in  whose  hands  he  placed 
his  books,  that  his  estate  would  come  out  300/.  to  the  good, 
but  it  actually  turned  out  that  there  was  a  surplus  of 
4/.  13s  Id  only.  He  had  to  borrow  the  purchase  money  of 
the  Bromsgrove  business,  and  was  much  crippled  by  the 
want  of  capital.  Mr.  Sharp  :  You  have  lost  237/.  Is  lOd. 
in  ten  months  in  the  business,  your  household  expenses  have 
been  178/.  4s.  3d.,  and  there  is  41/  still  owing.  Have  yoia 
not  neglected  the  business  for  drink?  Debtor:  I  have  at 
times.  He  denied  that  his  failure  could  be  attributed  to 
diir.k.  He  had  worked  hard  at  the  business  and  only  took 
drink  when  depressed.  He  attributed  the  position  of  his 
affairs  to  having  to  sell  his  stock  at  prices  which  did  not 
pay.  He  had  hoped  to  work  up  a  prescribing  business. 
The  Registrar :  How  were  you  going  to  do  that  ?  Debtor  : 
A  chemist  can  prescribe.  The  Registrar  :  Not  when  he  is 
addicted  to  drink.    It  is  not  likely  that  he  will  be  trusted 
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by  doctors.  In  answer  to  further  questions  debtor  said  his 
wife  owned  part  of  the  furniture,  which  came  from  her 
father,  and  she  could  have  claimed  the  whole  for  an  advance 
of  7002.,  which  had  gone  in  the  business.  The  examination 
was  closed. 


Be  Mary  Ann  Hillock,  146  Southampton  Row,  W.C., 
trading  a9  the  Medical  Electrode  Company. 

•Under  a  receiving  order  made  in  this  case  on  September  2, 
upon  the  bankrupt's  own  petition,  accounts  have  been  filed 
at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  showing  liabilities  due  to 
over  260  creditors  amounting  to  1,5212.  6s.  2d ,  and  assets 
nil.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  debts  appear  to  be  for 
advertisements,  mo3t  of  whish  are  alleged  by  the  bankrupt  to 
have  been  improperly  contracted  by  her  late  partner. 

According  to  the  official  report  it  appears  that  Mrs  Hillock 
having  been  in  America  for  some  years  returned  to  Eogland 
in  1889,  and  commenced  business,  at  91  Edgware  Road,  as 
agent  for  the  sale  of  a  proprietary  medicine,  but  which  she 
relinquished  after  about  nine  months.  She  subsequently 
carried  on  business  in  Berners  Street,  W.,  as  the  "  Medical 
Electrode  Company."  She  wai  joined  in  partnership  by 
another  person,  who  in  February,  1892,  unlawfully  excluded 
her  from  the  premises,  and  she  had  to  take  legal  proceedings 
under  which  she  recovered  possession  about  April,  1892,  the 
business  being  thereupon  sold  for  advances  previously  made 
to  her,  and  she  was  employed  as  manageress,  at  a  weekly 
salary,  until  about  Decembpr,  1893,  when  the  business  (which 
had  been  removed  to  6  Great  Russell  Street)  was  closed. 
In  June,  1894,  she  repurchased  the  business  for  arrears  of 
salary,  &c ,  due  to  her,  amounting  to  about  1002.,  and  has 
since  traded  alone  as  the  "  Medical  Electrode  Company,"  at 
146  Southampton  Row,  W.C,  down  to  the  date  of  the 
receiving  order.  The  insolvency  is  attributed  by  the  bankrupt 
principally  to  the  action  of  her  late  pai  t  ler ;  also  to  bad 
trade  consequent  on  the  failure  of  a  certain  medical  battery 
company;  and  to  her  illness.  No  books  of  account  have 
been  kept  for  the  trading.  The  household  furniture,  stock, 
&c,  were  sold  in  May  last  under  distraint  for  rent,  and  the 
bankrupt  now  possesses  no  property  or  assets  whatever. 
The  creditors  have  left  the  case  in  the  hands  of  the  Official 
Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  the  usual  course  of  bankruptcy. 

lie  Charles  Mould,  Katherine  Street,  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Chemist. 

This  debtor  was  examined  at  the  Ashton  Bankruptcy  Court 
on  October  10.  The  net  liabilities  were  given  at  4822.  4s.  10/2., 
with  no  assets.  The  Official  Receiver  reported  that  the 
bankrupt  had  stated  that  he  commenced  business  on  his 
own  account  in  July,  1892,  at  62  Kirjg  William  Street,  Black- 
burn, in  partnership  with  William  Johnson  as  chemists. 
The  business  was  sold  and  the  partnership  dissolved  in 
December,  1891.  He  had  no  capital.  Mr.  Johnson  intro- 
duced first  400/.,  and  subsequently  further  sams,  amounting 
in  all  to  1,0002.  There  was  a  wholesale  drysaltery  business 
connected  with  the  chemists'  shop,  which  they  carried  on 
under  the  style  of  "  Mould  &  Johnson."  The  terms  of  disso- 
lution were  that  his  partner  should  receive  the  proceeds  of 
sale  of  the  business  and  pay  all  debts.  He  received  upwards 
of  2502.  net.,  and  paid,  so  far  as  he  knew,  only  about  122.  on 
account  of  the  debts.  The  dissolution  was  not  gazetted. 
About  1102  of  the  firm's  liabilities  was  still  unpaid.  He  was 
liable  to  Mr.  Johnson  for  3502.,  his  agreed  share  of  the 
capital.  He  made  no  proSfs  in  the  partnership  business, 
but  drew  802.  a  year  therefrom.  Since  the  beginning  of 
1895  he  had  leceived  a  salary  of  22  2s.  per  week.  He  first 
became  aware  of  his  insolvency  about  the  middle  of  1893 
He  had  contracted  debts  since  that  time,  which  were  still 
owiDg.  The  examination  was  adjourned. 


Be  James  B.  Johnstone,  218  Kentish  Town  Road,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 

This  debtor  petitioned  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
Wednesday,  when  the  usual  receiving  order  was  made  by 
Mr.  Registrar  Brougham.  It  appsars  that  the  debtor  resided 
and  carried  on  business  at  the  above  address  until  that  day. 
The  premises  are  held  on  a  lease,  haviDg  an  unexpired  term 
of  fourteen  years,  at  a  rent  of  702.  a  yeir,  paid  to  Sep- 


tember 29.  The  lease  and  goodwill  are  mortgaged  to  secure 
a  loan  of  2002.  and  interest.  The  debtor  is  unable  to  state 
the  value  of  the  stock,  and  adds  that  he  has  removed  the 
few  articles  of  household  furniture  to  his  present  lodgings. 
The  liabilities  are  rougly  estimated  at  4002.  Messrs.  Hulberfc 
&  Crowe  attended  on  the  debtor's  behalf. 


<5a3ette. 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 

Montague,  Charles  (otherwise  Napoleon  Hirsclifeld,  otherwise  Charles' 
Ashley),  Red  Lion  Square,  W.O.,  and  Sangora  Road,  Clapham,  S.w ., 
late  Great  Russell  Street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C,  patent-medicine  proprietor 
and  specialist  in  cures  for  rheumatism. 

Stewart,  Daniel,  Halifax,  veterinary  surgeon. 

Adjudication. 

Dixon,  Walter,  Eythorne,  Kent,  medical  and  surgical  practitioner. 


©eeos  of  Hrranaement 


Jenkinson,  Joseph,  135  Attercliffe  Common,  Sheffield,  wholesale  drug- 
gist. Trusoee,  Wm.  H.  Camm,  Bank  Street,  Sheffield,  accountant. 
Dated  October  10:  filed  October  14.  Unsecured  liabilities,  9W.  13s.  7<?.; 


estimated  net  assets,  14S/.  15s.  1CW. 


& 

s. 

d. 

Bankers'  claims 

..  19 

0 

0 

Bleasdale  (Limited),  York 

..  11 

0 

0 

Carter  &  Smith,  Sheffield 

..  13 

0 

0 

Coy,  J.  R.,  Blackburn 

..  15 

0 

0 

Dunmore,  W.,  &  Son,  South  Wig- 

ton 

..  13 

0 

0 

Escreet,  Sons  &  Co.,  Hull 

..  11 

0 

0 

Gailey,  R.  A.,  &  Co.,  London 

..  15 

0 

a 

Glover,  Henry,  &  Sons,  Bradford 

..  21 

0 

0 

Green,  Bowman  &  Co.,  London 

..  10 

0 

0 

Giimble  &  Co.,  London. .  . 

..  23 

0 

0 

Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Leeds 

..  13 

0 

0 

Jackson  &  Son,  Liverpool 

..  13 

0 

0 

Jenkinson,  John,  Sheffield 

..  329 

0 

0 

Midland  Vinegar  Company,  Birm 

injham  . 

..  23 

0 

0 

Reckitt  &  Son,  Hull 

..  10 

0 

0 

Scaife,  A.  E.,  Sheffield    . . 

..  60 

0 

0 

Scaife,  Mrs.  Betsy,  Sheffield 

..  25 

0 

0 

Stephens,  John,  Son  &  Co..  Glouc 

ister     . . 

..  93 

0 

a 

Yeomans,  William  D.,  Sheffield  . 

..  16 

0 

0 

Suffield,  William,  55  Frederick  Street,  Sunderland,  dentist.  Trustee, 
Robert  A.  Brown,  16  John  Street;  Sunderland,  accountant.  Dated 
October  9 ;  filed  October  14.    Unsecured  liabilities,  233/.  2s.  lid.  ; 


estimated  net  assets,  b'.l. 

£  s.  d. 

Fricud,  H.,  Sunderland   30  0  0 

Jamieson,  W.  &  J.,  London    13  0  0 

Lemale  &  Co.,  London    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  50  0  0 

Lepper,  F.,  London    12  0  0 

Manufacturing  Company,  Birmingham       ..       ..  21  0  0 

Reuter's  Telegram  Company  (Limited),  London    ..  13  0  0 

Rutherford,  A.  H.,  Leeds                            ..       ..  16  0  0 

Wolfe,  A.,  Sunderland   1100 


Abney,  W.  de  W.  Instantaneous  Photography.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  93.  Sewed. 
Is.    Photographic  Primers.  (Low.) 

Biechele,  Max,  Apotheker.  Anleitung  zur  Erkennnng  uni  Priifung  aller 
im  Arznribuch  fiir  das  Deutsche  Reich  (dritte  Ausgabe)  aufgenommenen 
Arzneimittel.  Ninth  edition,  enlarged.  Cloth.  4m.  (Julius  Springer, 
Berlin.) 

Coats,  J.  A  Manual  of  Pathology.  Third  edition.  Revised  throughout. 
507  illustrations.   8vo.   Pp.  1154.   31s.  6d.  (Longmans.) 

Griffiths,  A.  B.  Special  Manures  for  Garden  Crops.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  128. 
2s.  (Collingridge.) 

Kellogg,  J.  H.  T.ie  A  rt  of  Massage  ;  its  Physiological  Effects  and  Thera- 
peutic Applications.  Illustrated.  8vo.  15s.  (Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  U.S.A., 
and  Sampson  Low  &  Co.,  London.) 
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GOLD  MEDALS  1884- 1885- 1886- 

li «  TRADE 
JIPW*  MARK. 

HOW  TO  DISINFECT. 

A  New  and  Valuable  Book.  Prepared  at  great  expense,  and  giving  simple 
directions  "H'tW  TO  DISINFECT"  in  cases  of  the  various  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  also  in  everyday  life,  will  be  sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London, 

Sole  Manufacturers  of  the  famous 

"SANITAS  "    DISINFECTANTS  AND  APPLIANCES. 

Showrooms:  29  Queen  Victoria  Street,  EC. 


FLUID 


99 


Contains  no  PERMANGANATE  of  POTASH. 


INJUNCTION! 


With  damages  and  costs  have  been  obtained  against  Chemists 
selling  a  solution  of  Permanganate  of  Potash  in  execution 

of  orders  for  "  Condy's  Fluid." 
CONDY  &  MITCHELL,  Ltd.,  67  Turnmill  St.,  London,  England 

MOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL. 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod=liver  Oil. 

The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe,  and  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  and  the  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil — has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product — the  hydroxyl-free 
oil — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil.   

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES—  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 

PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY— 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  EUKNIVAL   STREET,  E.C. 


Notwithstanding  the  GREAT  RISE 
in  TARTARIC  ACID, 


l9 

Have  NOT  increased  the  price  of  their 

SEIDLITZ  POWDERS, 

Wlii  h  remain  as  heretofore, 
4/3    I»ER    GROSS  NET. 


MALT  EXTRACT. 

In  Bulk.        In  Bottles. 

MALT  EXTRACT  EXTRACT  of  MALT, 

WITH  OOD  LIVER  OIL.  LIQUID. 

CONCENTRATED  DRY  EXTRACT  OF  MALT 

IN  POWDER. 

These  are  made  in  vacuo  from  thoroughly  sound  malt  of  the  best  Pale 
Barley  only,  have  the  maximum  proportion  of  diastase,  and  are  suitable 
for  export  to  all  climates. 


JOHN  1VEOSS  &  CO., 

fialfin  Works,  Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road  London,  S.E. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

(HOME,   FOREIGN.   AND   COLONIAL..)  v 

Moderate  Inclusive  Fees. 

SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
I.  B.  BROWNE  Ld.,  163,  Queen  Victoria  St.,  E.C. 


Van 


"A  PERFECT  BEVERAGE," 

combining 

"STRENGTH,  PURITY,  AND 

SOLUBILITY."—  Medical  Annual. 


PURE 
SOLUBLE. 

EASILY 
DIGESTED. 


outeris 


000a. 


'An  excellent  Wine."— The  Lancet. 


Can  be  taken  by  persona 
acutely  sensitive  to  Quinine 
or  Bark  » without  causing 
the  slighest  headache  or 
disturbance  of  digestion. 


Sole  Proprietors* 

Fletcher. Fletcher  &  G°  Hoiioway.  London 


THE  VERY   BEST   POWDER    IN   THE  MARKET. 


COMBINING    FOR  ACTION. 

The  season  has  come  round  again  when  the  flow  of  pharma- 
ceutical eloquence  and  wisdom  is  turned  on  in  an  abundant 
supply.  We  are  hearing  about  our  duties,  our  difficulties, 
our  status,  and  our  prospects  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  A  score  of  reformers  in  local  associations  are 
ready  with  schemes  which  would  make  us  all  secure  and  inde- 
pendent, "and  the  only  conditions  preliminary  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  end  are— first,  that  we  must  all  be  ready 
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to  speak  as  one  man  ;  and,  secondly,  that  Parliament  should 
submit  to  our  dictation.  These  results  will  not,  perhaps,  be 
attained  until  the  Federation  has  got  into  full  working 
order. 

Meantime,  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
been  giving  the  winter  session  a  good  send-off  by  spirited 
speeches  at  Sheffield  and  Plymouth.  Mr.  Carteighe  still  carries 
with  him  some  of  the  goods  which  he  pushed  with  so  much 
vigour  in  his  campaign  of  1890  and  1891.  The  good  old 
curriculum  still  figures  in  the  stock  ;  but  there  are  few  buyers, 
and  it  is,  perhaps,  only  kept  in  hand  as  an  article  which 
gives  an  air  of  respectable  professionalism  to  any  pharma- 
ceutical speech.  The  President  has,  however,  a  couple  of 
notable  novelties  which  he  never  carried  before,  and  the  dis- 
play of  which  will  ensure  for  him  a  much  more  triumphant 
campaign  than  he  could  boast  of  four  or  five  years  ago.  We 
gather  from  his  Sheffield  speech  that  the  Council  are  pie- 
paring  to  press  upon  the  Legislature  the  question  of 
carbolic  acid.  He  does  not  tell  us  much  about  this 
proposed  action,  and  all  we  can  say  at  present  is 
that  it  cannot  be  too  determined.  There  is  the  certainty 
of  an  enormous  amount  of  intelligent  public  sympathy 
with  any  such  movement,  and  the  possibility  of  doing 
the  public  a  great  service.  A  responsibility  rests  on 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  respect  to 
the  scheduling  of  carbolic  acid,  which  can  only  be  partly 
evaded  by  throwing  the  blame  on  the  Privy  Council.  The 
latter  body,  it  is  true,  has  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Legislature  by  its  inexplicable  refusal  to 
sanction  the  addition  of  this  poison  to  the  Pharmacy  Act 
schedule,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  is  powerless.  But 
it  can  and  should  expose  the  almost  criminal  neglect  of 
the  Government  Department,  and  we  hope  that  is  what  it 
intends  to  do. 

The  other  work  on  which  Mr.  Carteighe  and  his  colleagues 
have  entered  is  that  of  giving  battle  to  the  limited  liability 
pharmacy  companies.  We  do  not  wish  to  recall  too  criti- 
cally the  controversy  of  five  years  ago,  when  the  Council  so 
persistently  refused  to  make  this  contest  a  plank  in  their 
platform.  They  alleged  it  would  jeopardise  the  success  of 
their  Bill,  which,  as  it  turned  out,  needed  no  jeopardising 
and  would  have  been  of  the  smallest  possible  value  if  it 
could  have  been  passed.  The  opportunity  which  has  now 
occurred  of  drawing  attention*  to  the  shameful  evasion  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  which  the  company  laws  permit  has,  how- 
ever, we  gladly  acknowledge,  been  taken  full  advantage  of ;  and 
it  is  very  gratifying  to  believe  that  at  last  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council  has  been  forced  into  sympathy  with  the  almost 
unanimous  desire  of  the  trade  that  this  question  should  be 
submitted  to  Parliament.  The  demonstrations  at  Sheffield, 
Manchester,  Plymouth,  and  elsewhere  which  we  report  indi- 
cate how  cordially  and  unitedly  this  battle  will  be  fought 
by  chemists ;  while  the  remarkable  utterance  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Worcester  Quarter  Sessions,  which  we 
quote  in  our  News  columns  this  week,  is  a  piece  of  evidence 
of  public  opinion  the  importance  of  which  it  is  difficult  to 
over-estimate. 

We  have  many  times  commented  on  the  unjust,  and 
apparently  spiteful,  references  to  the  origin  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  which  Mr.  Carteighe  has  often  before  mani- 
fested, and  which  were  especially  prominent  in  his  Sheffield 
speech.  It  is  true  that  the  Bill  drafted  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  nearly  thirty  years  ago  was  rejected  by 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  a  Bill 
framed  by  the  United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists 
was  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  legislation  which  followed. 
But  that  was  simply  because  the  latter  Bill  was  the  better 
one  of  the  two,  and  had  the  merit  of  meeting  in  some  degree 


the  objects  which  Parliament  had  been  for  years  striving  to 
reach — namely,  the  regulation  of  the  sale  of  poisons. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill  was  one  which  would 
have  left  everything  as  vague  as  it  was  before, 
and  would  have  had  no  practical  effect  whatever.  It  only 
provided  that  no  person  except  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or 
a  chemist  and  druggist  to  be  registered  under  it  should 
carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  keep- 
ing of  open  shop  for  the  compounding  of  prescriptions  of 
duly  qualified  medical  practitioners,  reserving,  of  course,  the 
rights  of  the  latter.  It  would  have  allowed  anybody  to  sell 
poisons  so  long  as  they  were  not  ingredients  in  prescriptions 
and  he  did  not  call  himself  a  chemist  or  druggist.  The 
value  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  to  chemists  has  only  bean 
realised  in  recent  years,  and  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  have  no  right  to  claim  to  have  been  the  dis- 
coverers or  the  demonstrators  of  its  merits,  especially  so  long 
as  they  continue  to  abuse  it. 


ITALIAN  ESSENCES. 
For  some  weeks  all  varieties  of  Italian  essential  oils,  but, 
notably  the  two  which  possess  by  far  the  greatest  com- 
mercial importance — oils  of  lemon  and  bergamot — have  been 
advancing  rapidly  in  price,  and  at  present  indications 
point  to  high  rates  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  while 
the  opening  of  the  "essence-season"  may  not  improbably 
be  accompanied  by  an  excitement  such  as  the  market  has 
not  experienced  for  some  years.  Since  1892  the  Sicilian  and 
Calabrian  gardens  have  produced  a  succession  of  good  crops, 
while  the  unhinged  economic  condition  of  Italy  generally, 
and  of  Sicily  in  particular,  has  compelled  most  of  the  pro- 
ducers to  an  attitude  of  almost  unconditional  surrender  to 
buyers  in  the  matter  of  price.  Hence  the  current  quota- 
tions for  oils  of  lemon  and  bergamot  have  of  late  years  been 
of  unexampled  lowness.  Many  consumers,  there  is  reason 
to  fear,  have  come  to  look  upon  these  quotations  as  likely  to 
b8  maintained  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  have  allowed 
their  supplies  to  run  below  the  average.  A  crop-failure  such 
as,  according  to  all  accounts,  we  may  now  have  to  face, 
therefore  finds  the  market  in  its  chief  features  predisposed 
for  a  sharp  advance,  and  with  the  general  revival  in  commer- 
cial activity  speculators  have,  as  usual,  taken  the  occasion  by 
the  hand  to  run  up  the  prices  even  beyond  the  rates  that  are 
actually  warranted.  If  we  may  trust  the  general  tone  of  the 
Italian  crop-reports,  the  bergamot-trees,  injured  by  prolonged 
drought  and  excessive  heat,  will  not  yield  more  than  one- 
third  of  an  average  crop.  The  prospects  of  the  lemon-crop 
are  not  quite  so  bad,  but  the  future  prices  of  lemon-essence 
depend  less  upon  the  shortage  of  the  output  of  fruit  than 
upon  the  result  of  the  sale  of  the  first  consignments  of 
lemons  for  eating,  which  will  be  shipped,  chiefly  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  course  of  the  present  month.  If  these 
lemons  should  realise  high  prices  it  will  pay  the  growers 
better  to  box  their  fruit — at  any  rate  that  portion  of  it 
which  ripens  soonest — for  exportation  than  to  turn  it  into 
essential  oil  and  lemon-juice,  and  the  essence-season  in  that 
case  will  open  under  very  sensitive  conditions.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  stocks  of  oils — especially  of  oil  of  lemon- 
held  over  in  Italy  from  last  season  are  exceedingly  small. 
How  much  oil  there  is  in  the  chief  trading-centres  of  other 
countries  is  a  matter  of  conjecture ;  but  though  we  are  not 
prepared  to  say  that  we  believe  the  supplies  in  this  country 
to  be  very  small,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  bulk  of  them 
is  of  a  quality  utterly  below  the  standards  set  up  as  a  result 
of  the  recent  investigations  into  the  composition  and  the 
determination  of  the  really  valuable  constituents  of  oils  of 
lemon  and  bergamot. 
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It  is  notoriously  dangerous  for  a  business  man  to  rely 
upon  statistics  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  position  of  any 
article  of  produce,  but  the  following  figures,  relating  to  the 
exports  of  Italian  essences  from  Calabria  (Reggio)  and 
Sicily  (Messina,  Palermo,  and  Catania)  during  the  last  ten 
years,  will  be  found  of  some  service  as  showing  the  great 
expansion  of  the  trade  during  the  last  few  seasons.  The 
figures,  we  may  say,  were  famished  to  Messrs.  Schimmel  & 
Co.,  of  Leipzig,  by  the  German  Consulates  at  the  places  to 
which  they  relate. 


Exports  of  all  Essences  (_in  Kilos.)  from 

Tear 

Total 

(Kilos.) 

Messina 

Palermo 

Catania 

Reggio 

1885 

231,427 

37.027 

1,915 

1886 

239,351 

89,241 

1887 

255,812 

24,404 

10,000 

45.912 

336,128 

1888 

224,510 

28,089 

7,000 

39,012 

298,611 

1889 

193,050 

33,438 

5,077 

46,034 

277,599 

1890 

232,101 

23,312 

9.403 

38,033 

301,879 

1891 

200,610 

20,021 

5.750 

37.769 

261,150 

1892 

264.101 

35,876 

5,401 

54,000 

359.378 

1893 

507,546 

24,319 

8,105 

48,364 

588,334 

1891 

549,984 

52,772 

10,827 

53.157 

666,740 

*  No  returns. 


According  to  these  statistics  there  should  be  considerable 
supplies  of  Italian  essences  available  in  various  trade- centres, 
for,  allowing  for  a  fair  increase  in  the  consumption  of  the 
oils  owing  to  their  reduced  cost,  it  is  hardly  likely  that 
their  use,  like  their  exports,  should  have  almost  doubled 
between  1887-89  and  1892-91.  It  may  be  assumed  that  a 
goodly  portion  of  what  is  exported  as  "  essences  "  consists  of 
turpentine  and  other  adulterants,  but  the  fact  must  not  be 
lost  sight  of  that  the  new  processes  for  estimating  the  value 
of  oil  of  lemon  by  its  citral  content,  and  of  oil  of  bsrgamot 
by  its  linalool-ester  content,  have  rendered  it  much  more 
difficult  to  impose  upon  the  consumer  than  in  the  days  when 
that  individual  depended  exclusively  upon  his  nose,  and  was 
accordingly  habitually  led  by  that  organ  by  the  astute 
sophisticator.  The  majority  of  essential-oil  users  in  this 
country,  including  many  dealers  who  would  not  think  of 
buying  chemicals  otherwise  than  by  certain  tests,  and  who 
fully  appreciate  the  value  of  alkaloidal  determination  when 
purchasing  opium  or  cinchona,  still  fail  to  appreciate  the 
importance  of  linalool-ester  and  citral  guarantees  when 
buying  oils  of  bergamot  or  lemon.  They  may  be  right  in 
saying  that  they  have  created  a  certain  trade  by  using  a 
given  brand  of  oil,  and  that  all  they  require  is  the  assurance 
that  that  brand  shall  always  be  the  same,  but  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  in  years  to  come  the  new  methods  will  be 
nniversally  recognised  as  the  right  ones. 

We  are  at  present  upon  the  threshold  of  the  new  Italian 
essence-season.  As  a  rule,  oil  of  lemon  is  the  first  to  appear 
upon  the  market.  Its  manufacture  usually  begins  early  in 
November  and  the  first  oil,  produced  from  fruit  not  yet  fully 
ripe,  is  considered  the  best.  The  chief  centre  of  the  lemon- 
oil  trade  is  in  Messina,  while  Reggio  is  the  headquarters  for 
oil  of  bergamot,  which  usually  begins  to  appear  upon  the 
market  in  the  middle  of  December.  The  average  output  of 
bergamot-oil  during  the  past  two  years  has  been  estimated 
at  about  140,000  lbs.,  a  certain  portion  of  which  was  pro- 
duced in  Sicily.  Sweet-orange  oil  is  generally  marketable 
in  the  middle  of  November,  and  bitter-orange  oil  a  few 
weeks  later. 

As  a  rule,  the  crop  prospect3  of  Italian  essences  are  dis- 
counted by  speculators,  who  offer  to  sell  "new  oils"  long 
before  the  fruit  is  taken  off  the  trees,  but  in  the  present 
•season  these  gentlemen  seem  unusually  chary  of  running 
risks.    One  of  the  leading  Sicilian  producers  of  lemon  oil, 


who  was  in  London  last  week,  is  said  to  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  much  higher  prices  will  rule  than  are 
now  quoted.  Since  his  departure  his  firm  has  refused  to 
quote  prices  for  delivery,  and  holds  out  no  prospects  that  a 
fresh  quotation  will  be  forthcoming  until  next  month. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  of  some  interest  to  note  that  oil  of  this 
firm's  manufacture,  which  was  quoted  at  4s  6d.  per  lb.  by 
the  makers  last  season,  has  been  sold  this  week  by  a  second- 
hand owner  at  5s.  9d.  per  lb.  As  for  bergamot  oil,  the 
present  quotations  are  from  9s.  6d.  to  lis.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
Reggio  or  Palermo,  for  good  brands,  which  is  very  dear  com- 
pared with  even  the  present  price  of  oil  of  lemon. 

Dealers  in  oil  of  bergamot,  however,  have  often  had 
experience  of  violent  fluctuations.  Thus,  between  December, 
1885,  and  March,  1886,  the  best  brands  of  bergamot  ad- 
vanced from  5s.  6d.  to  lis  9d.  per  lb.,  only  to  fall  again,  in 
the  course  of  the  summer,  to  7s.  9d  ,  and,  in  the  spring  of 
1887,  to  5s.  lQd.  per  lb.  With  the  advent  of  the  new  crop 
the  price  again  rose  to  10s.  per  lb.,  and  from  that  time  until 
1891  it  fluctuated  between  that  figure  and  7s.  9d.  per  lb., 
E  irly  in  1891  there  was  a  sharp  advance,  and  in  May  14s.  per  lb. 
— the  highest  figure  of  recent  years — was  quoted  for  good 
brands.  Since  then  the  prices  have  steadily  declined  until 
the  recent  advance.  About  twenty  years  ago  the  usual 
price  of  good  bergamot  oil  was  from  19s.  to  20s.  per  lb., 
but  at  that  time  the  production  was  le3s  than  one-third  of 
the  present  output. 

The  production  of  lemon  oil  has  also  increased  greatly  in 
recent  years,  especially  in  Calabria,  where  very  little  of  it 
was  made  formerly.  The  highest  price  quoted  for  this 
article  in  recent  years  was  in  February,  1886,  when  the  price 
of  good  qualities  advanced  within  a  few  days  from  3s.  6d.  to 
10s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  strength  of  reports  of  severe  injury 
caused  to  the  gardens  by  frost.  In  the  spriog  of  1891  there 
was  again  a  sharp  advance  to  about  9s.  per  lb.  for  good 
qualities,  but  since  then  prices  have  generally  been  so  low 
that  it  was  impossible  to  expect  a  pure  article  at  the  current 
market- rate. 

Next  month,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out,  there  may 
again  be  lively  times  in  store. 


A  CINCHONA  ANNIVERSARY. 
October  20  will  be  a  notable  anniversary- day  in  the  annals 
of  the  drug- trade,  for  it  is  twenty- five  years  ago  next  Sunday 
that  the  first  public  sales  of  Java  cinchona-bark  were  held 
at  Amsterdam.  For  eighteen  years  previous  to  1870  cin- 
chona-plants had  been  grown  in  the  island  with  more  or  less 
success,  but  few,  if  any,  of  those  connected  with  their 
propagation  foresaw  the  gigantic  dimensions  which  the 
industry  was  destined  to  take.  It  was,  in  fact,  chiefly  in 
order  to  stop  the  mouths  of  inconvenient  questioners  in  the 
Dutch  Parliament,  who,  yearly,  on  the  occasion  of  the  debate 
on  the  Dutch-Indian  Estimates,  worried  the  Government 
about  their  alleged  waste  of  1.500Z.  to  2.000Z.  a  year  on  the 
cinchona-gardens,  that  the  Indian  authorities  decided  to  send 
home  a  consignment  of  cinchona  that  the  critics  might  be 
convinced  that  there  was  something  to  show  for  the  expendi- 
ture. This  consignment,  weighing  933  half-kilos,  (about 
1,026  lbs  ),  consisting  entirely  of  Calisayx  javanica  and  C. 
Pahudiana,  left  Java  in  1869,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  sold  until  the  autumn  of  the  following  year,  along 
with  further  shipments.  At  any  rate,  the  first  public  sale 
of  Government  bark  (private  plantations  had  not  as  yet 
come  into  beaiing)  was  held  on  the  date  aforesaid.  For 
size,  compared  to  the  Amsterdam  cinchona-auctions  of  the 
present  day,  it  was  as  the  acorn  to  the  oak,  for  it  amounted 
to  no  more  than  876  kilos.,  the  loss  in  weight  from  the  time 
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of  shipment  to  the  day  of  sale  having  been  no  less  than  13 
per  cent.  The  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  1,935  florins 
(about  1612  ),  or  nearly  2s.  per  lb.  The  result  of  the  sale, 
and  the  determination  of  the  Government  to  encourage  the 
culture  of  cinchona  with  more  energy  than  before,  gave  a 
strong  impetus  to  the  industry.  Private  planters,  who  had 
hitherto  looked  askance  at  cinchona  (before  1870  only  two 
estate  owners,  in  addition  to  the  Government,  had  laid  down 
experimental  plantations),  started  up  all  over  the  island,  and 
literally  sowed  the  seed  of  the  over- production  from  which 
they  are  now  suffering.  In  1875  the  first  bark-crop  from 
private  plantations  was  exported.  It  amounted  to  3,125 
half- kilos.  Last  year  the  Javan  Government  exported  654,851, 
and  private  planters  8,266,744  half- kilos. 

Cejlon,  now  an  extinct  volcano  so  far  as  cinchona-pro- 
duction is  concerned,  only  preceded  Java  by  a  very  short 
time  as  a  producer.  The  first  experiments  in  the  island  were 
made  by  Dr.  Thwaites,  the  late  Director  of  the  Botanic 
Gardens  at  Peradenija,  in  1860  ;  but  for  several  years  the 
coffee- planters  looked  upon  his  attempts  as  an  amiable  craze 
out  of  which  nothiDg  financially  valuable  could  come  forth. 
Up  to  1867  the  doctor  had  positively  to  beg  coffee- growers 
to  accept  cinchona- plants  for  nothing,  or  to  give  them  a  trial 
on  their  estates.  Several  of  these  gentlemen  put  down 
swccirubras  around  their  bungalows  as  ornamental  plants, 
but  only  one,  Mr.  R.  J.  Corbett,  set  a  few  acres  apart  for  the 
culture — a  venture  which  paid  him  handsomely  in  after  years. 
In  1866  the  first  samples  of  Ceylon- grown  baik  had  been 
sent  to  England  for  analysis,  and  in  1868  Messrs.  Keir, 
Dundas  &  Co.  sent  a  ton  of  Officinalis  baik,  grown  on  their 
estate  at  Loolecondera,  for  sale  to  London.  This  parcel  was 
auctioned  at  Xo.  6  Mincing  Lane  in  April,  1868,  and  realised 
such  high  prices  that  the  consignees  immediately  made 
arrangements  for  the  planting  of  250.000  Officinalis  trees, 
while  other  planters  rushed  into  the  culture  in  an  access  of 
the  same  "  cinchona-fever "  which  broke  out  in  Java  two 
years  later.  In  1869  there  were  about  100  acres  of  land 
under  cinchona  in  Ceylon,  in  1873  there  were  1,500,  and  in 
1883  the  industry  reached,  its  maximum,  with  an  area  under 
cultivation  of  64.000  acres,  each  acre  being  supposed  to 
carry  an  average  of  1,000  trees. 


TEACHING   PRESCRIBERS  TO 
PRESCRIBE, 

We  have  lately  been  admiring  the  manner  in  which  the  new 
editor  and  publishers  of  the  Practitioner  are  making  that 
reputable  medical  journal  a  really  practical  one  for  medical 
men.  Indeed,  one  section  of  the  journal,  entitled  "  Practical 
Notes,"  should  alone  make  the  Practitioner  widely  popular. 
We  were  about  to  make  some  selections  from  it  for  our 
"  Medical  Gleanings  "  column,  when  something  struck  us  as 
familiar  in  a  prescription  for  a  liver-tonic.  This  is  introduced 
in  the  October  numbsr  of  our  contemporary  by  a  neat  little 
note,  in  which  we  are  told — ■ 

The  liver — so  long  looked  upon  as  a  refuge  for  the  destitute 
in  diagnostic  acumen— promises  to  revive  its  claims  on  our 
consideration.  Padua  through  Professor  Lussana,  Brussels 
through  Professor  Heger,  and  Geneva  through  Professor 
Schiff,  have  of  late  years  been  associated  with  special  investi- 
gations into  the  physiology  and  pathology  of  the  liver,  aad 
now  Rome  has  fallen  into  line  with  these  sister  schools  by  a 
series  of  interesting  researches  into  the  same  viscus.  .  .  .  Dr. 
Schupfer  embodies  his  conclusions  in  a  memoir  read  before 
the  Accademia  Medica  di  Roma,  and  they  are  to  the  follow- 
ing effect :  The  liver,  by  its  sole  intrinsic  action  due  to  the 
specific  activity  of  its  cellules,  can  diminish  the  toxic  power 
of  the  alkaloids  with  which  it  is  brought  into  contact.  Such 
action  is  manifested  not  only  in  the  case  of  poisons  intro- 
duced through  various  channels  into  the  organism,  but  also 


in  the  case  of  poisons  elaborated  internally  within  the 
organism  itself  in  consequence  of  putrefactions  or  of  products 
due  to  the  activity  of  the  tissues.  From  this  he  deduces  a 
practical  lesson — that,  namely,  of  having  recourse  to  internal 
disinfections  and  to  a  special  alimentation,  so  as  to  obviate 
or  to  minimise  "  auto-intoxication"  in  all  those  maladies  in 
which  the  liver  does  not  perform  its  functions  normally. 

Then  follows,  appropriately  enough,  the  following  prescrip- 


tion for  "  a  so-called  '  Liver-tonic ' "  :— 

Acid,  hydrochlor.  dil   tu_v. 

Liq.  stryetmice  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  lllv. 

Spir.  chlorof.     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  jjjv. 

Glycer.  acid,  pepsin   ~,ss. 

Ess.  malti . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . ,  5i j. 

Aq.  ad     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jss. 

Ft.  d-sis. 


Sig.  :  la  a  wineglass  of  water  three  times  daily  before  food. 

This  prescription  is  not  exactly  a  usual  one,  but  it  did  not 
seem  altogether  strange  to  us,  and  after  some  search  we 
found  that  an  exactly  identical  one  had  been  published  in  our 
"  Counter-practice "  series  of  prescriptions  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  for  March  16,  1895,  page  390.  Then  follow  in 
our  contemporary  four  other  prescriptions  which  correspond 
exactly  with  formulas  which  appeared  in  the  same  series  of 
this  journal,  and  which  are  worthy  of  bjing  printed  once 
again,  now  that  they  have  attained  this  high- class  endorse- 
ment.   They  are  as  follows  : — 

A  Bismuth  Mixtctie. 

Liq.  bismuthi  et  am.  cit  

Sod.  bicarb  gr.  Ixxx. 

Acid,  hydrocyan.  dil.. .      ..      ..      ..  Ttlxxiv. 

Liq.  strychnia?         ..       ..       ..       ..  nix!. 

Tinct.  card.  co.        . .       . .       . .       . .  5ij. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.       ..       ..       ..       ..  3vrj. 

Ft.  mist. 

Sig. :  Two  tablespoonfuls  three  times  a  day.    [<_'.  <C  D.,  xlvi.,  page  565.J 

The  administration  of  quinine,  Professor  Hare  says,  should' 
always  be  preceded  by  the  administration  of  a  cholagogue- 
[This  remark  is  made  by  the  Practitioner.'] 

QurXIXB  AND  PEP3IXB  IX  COMBIXATISX. 


Quin.  hydrochlor   gr.  xvj. 

Acid,  hydrochlor.  dil.         . .       . .       . .  Siij. 

Glycer.  pepsin.         ..       ..       ..  .. 

Tinct.  nueis  vom.     . .       . .       . .       . .  Siij. 

Aq.  ad   3viij. 

Ft.  mist. 


Sig. :  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day,  after  meals.  [C.  Js  D.,  xlvi.,. 
page  521,  contained  also  tr.  strophanti^  3j.] 

Ix  Painful  Acid  Dyspepsia. 


Sod.  bicarb   Zj. 

Pepsin,  porci   3s=. 

Sp  rit.  ammoD.  co.    ..       ..       ..       ..  3iss. 

Liq.  bismuthi . .       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Uhlorodyni     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  tnxxiv. 

Inf.  gent.  co.  ad    Jvj. 

Ft.  mist. 


Sig.  :  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day,  before  food.  [C.  <t  D.,  x\vi. 
page  521.] 

Fou  a  Sick-headache. 
(«■) 

Sodii  sulph.  effervesc.        ..       ..       ..  5ij.-3iij. 

Sig. :  To  be  taken  in  the  morning  ia  4  oz.  of  water,  and  one  hour  after- 
wards commence — 

(b.) 

Antipirinre     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  v. 

Sodii  salicylat.         . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  v. 

Tinct.  card.  co.   Tllx. 

Spirit,  chloroform.  ..       ..       ..       ..  Tn.x. 

Spirit,  ammon.  aronuit.     . .       . .       . .  1tl.x. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad   . .       . .       . .       . .  Jss. 

Ft.  dosis. 

Sig.:  A  tablespoonful  every  three  hours  until  relieved,  [t'.  <fr  A,  xlvi., 
page  390.] 

We  have  added  the  references  to  our  pages,  which  acknow- 
ledgment in  a  moment  of  aberration  the  Practitioner  has 
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omitted.  We  make  no  complaint  on  this  score,  although  it 
is  usnal  for  one  journal  quoting  original  matter  from  another 
to  acknowledge  the  source  of  it.  It  is,  indeed,  conceivable 
that  the  prescriptions  published  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist and  in  the  Practitioner  are  from  a  common  source.  But 
if  so  we  should  be  glad  to  know  what  it  was.  Presuming, 
however,  as  we  do  in  the  absence  of  further  information 
that  the  formula;  were  original  with  our  contributors, 
it  is  interesting  and  highly  satisfactory  to  find  that  these 
"  Counter- practice"  prescriptions,  devised  by  mere  chemists 
and  draggists,  have  been  found  good  enough  to  serve  as 
models  for  consulting  physicians.  It  is  worth  noting  in  this 
connection  that  their  publication  in  our  pages  was  followed 
by  threatenings  of  pains  and  penalties  upon  ourselves  and 
our  medical  contributor  by  one  medical  journal,  which 
suggested  that  the  name  of  the  latter  should  be  ascertained 
and  steps  taken  to  have  it  removed  from  the  Medical 
Register.  The  name  still  remains  there,  however,  and 
perhaps  the  course  taken  by  the  other  medical  editor — 
namely,  that  of  adopting  the  wisdom  of  chemists  and 
druggists  for  the  instruction  of  medical  men — is  the  wiser  one. 
We  presume  that  the  remedies  quoted  will  be  much  more 
efficacious  coming  over  the  doctor's  desk  than  when  they 
are  obtained  at  the  chemist's  counter. 


MANX  PHARMACY. 
We  have  received  several  letters  from  pharmacists  in  the 
Isle  of  Man,  referring  to  our  note  last  week  on  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  which  it  is  proposed  to  submit  shortly  to  the  House  of 
Keys.  There  appears  to  be  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  of 
union  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Society,  it  appears,  has  already  a  local  secretary  at 
Douglas,  though,  as  the  Pharmacy  Act  does  not  at  present 
extend  to  the  Is'e  of  Man,  their  right  to  plant  their  flag  on 
that  territory  seems  doubtful.  They  certainly  would  have 
the  same  right  to  appoint  a  local  secretary  in  Dublin  or  in 
Paris.  There  are  about  thirty  chemists  in  the  island,  and 
about  half  of  these  are  qualified  under  the  British  Pharmacy 
Act.  It  is  considered  that  union  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  might  be  effected  if  all  the  chemists  at  present 
practising  in  the  island  were  admitted  to  registration.  The 
member  of  the  House  of  Keys  who  is  moving  in  this  matter 
is  Mr.  Robert  Cowell,  J. P.,  the  representative  of  Ramsay. 
Mr.  Cowell  is  in  consultation  with  the  Governor  and  the 
Attorney- General,  as  well  as  with  several  of  the  leading 
chemists,  and  intends  to  introduce  a  Bill.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  members  of  the  House,  and,  indeed,  is  prac- 
tically the  leader.  It  is  rather  a  singular  coincidence  that 
the  chemists  of  Douglas  and  those  of  Ramsay  have  com- 
menced at  this  time  an  agitation  in  favour  of  legislation, 
for  there  seems  to  have  been  no  communication  whatever 
between  them  on  the  subject. 


Hew  Companies  ano  Company 
Wevx>0. 

Shrewbridge  Brine  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
12.000Z.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  British  rights 
in  the  patents  granted  to  Charles  H.  Huntley  for  "  improve- 
ments in  recovering  salts  or  salines  from  solutions,"  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  for  the  purpose,  and  to  carry  on  business 
as  brine  and  salt  manufacturers  and  merchants.  Registered 
without  articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  27 
Copthall  Avenue,  London,  E  C. 

Phosphate  Deposits  op  Norway  (Limited). — Capital 
1,5002  in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  undetailed 
agreement,  and  to  acquire,  work,  develop  and  turn  to  account 
mines,  mining-rights,  and  milling,  smelting,  and  chemical 
works  in  Norway  or  elsewhere.  The  first  directors  (to 
number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  to  be 


nominated  by  the  signatories.  Qualification,  1002  Re- 
muneration, according  to  profit.  Registered  office,  20 
Bucklersbury,  London,  E.C. 

Maud's  Patents  (Limited).— Capital  2,0002.,  in  1Z" 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire,  develop,  and  turn  to  account  cer- 
tain patent  rights  connected  with  a  turncock  corkscrew  now 
vested  in  Wm.  R.  Maud,  chemist  and  druggist.  The  first 
directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than 
five)  are: — Wm.  Bagley,  J.P. ;  Wm.  R  Maud,  J. P.  (Manag- 
ing Director) ;  and  Jno.  S.  Booth,  J.P.  Qoalification,  501. 
Remuneration,  a  sum  not  exceeding  1002.  per  annum, 
divisible.  Registered  Office,  Market  Place,  Pontefract, 
Yorkshire. 

Matthew's  American  White  Lead  Company 
(Limited) —Capital  25.0002.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire  certain  patents,  and  to  carry  on  in  the  United  States 
the  business  of  smelters,  lead  manufacturers  and  dealers,  de- 
silverisers,  chemists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colourmen,  &c  The 
first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : — S  C.  Pratt, 
Stanmore,  Beulah  Hill,  Norwood,  Lieut.-Col.  R.A  ;  R  Bed- 
ford, "Marston,"  South  Ealing,  W  ,  gentleman  ;  E.  S.  Roche, 
204  Lancaster  Road,  Notting  Hill,  solicitor;  G.  F.  Fall, 
31  Lambotte  Road,  South  Hampstead,  solicitor;  8.  Tonkin, 
46  Pembroke  Square,  Kensington,  gentleman  ;  E  W.  Streat. 
95  Woodlands  Road,  Ilford,  gentleman ;  T.  E.  Fuller,  272 
Essex  Road,  Canon  bury,  N,  gentleman.  The  first  directors 
(to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  to 
be  appointed  by  the  subscribers.  Qualification,  5001  Re- 
muneration, as  the  company  may  decide.  Registered  office, 
7  Portman  Street,  Portman  Square,  W. 

Dentenax  (Holdfast-Tooth)  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  11,0002 ,  in  51.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  certain 
patents  dealing  with  the  manufacture  of  artificial  teeth,  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  T.  J.  Barratfc,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  artificial-tooth  manufacturers,  plate,  platinum, 
and  general  metal  workers,  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters, 
oil  and  colour  men,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are : — H  A.  Manfield,  269  Ladbroke  Grove,  W., 
gentleman  ;  A.  B.  Sparrow,  Hollingbourne  Road,  Herne  Hill, 
S.E.,  gentleman  ;  C.  R  Johnson,  30  Brandreth  Road,  Upper 
Tooting,  publisher ;  J.  J.  E.  Termor,  West  End  Lane,  West 
Hampstead,  writer ;  A.  L.  Langton,  37  Compton  Road, 
Canonbury,  gentleman ;  J.  T.  Jones,  8  Guildford  Road, 
8outh  Lambeth,  clerk  ;  J.  Grego,  23  Granville  Square,  W.C., 
gentleman.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than 
three  nor  more  than  five)  are  Thomas  J.  Barratt,  Alexander 
T.  Hollingsworth,  Headley  N.  Backhouse,  John  S  Campbell, 
and  Edward  Praill.  Qualification,  2502.  Remuneration, 
5002  per  annum  divided  between  them. 

Barrett  &  Tatham  (Limited). — Capital  7  5002.,  in  51' 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern, 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  carried  on  by  Hugh  Barrett  and  William  Tatham, 
jun.,  under  the  trade  style  of  "The  Castleton  Chemical 
Company,"  at  Castleton,  Lancashire,  and  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  the  said  vendors.  The  first  subscribers  (each 
with  one  share)  are : — H.  Barrett,  Castleton,  near  Manches- 
ter, manufacturing  chemist;  Wm.  Tatham,  jun.,  Park  House, 
Rochdale,  manufacturing  chemist ;  Wm.  Tatham,  same 
address,  machine-maker  ;  E.  Hill,  45  Lord  Street,  Rochdale, 
woolstapler ;  H.  E  Wilkinson,  4  Malvern  Villas,  Bury, 
currier ;  T.  Cryer,  3  Chapel  Hill,  Littleborough,  manufactur- 
ing chemist ;  R.  Fenton,  Rochdale,  calico-printer.  The  first 
directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  two  nor  more  than  five) 
are  : — Hugh  Barrett  (Chairman  and  Managing  Director)  ; 
Wm.  Tatham,  jun.  (Managing  Director) ;  and  Wm.  Tatham, 
senior.  Qualification,  1  share.  Remuneration,  as  the  com- 
pany may  decide.  Registered  Office,  Castleton  Chemical 
Works,  Castleton,  near  Rochdale. 


J  Schweppe  &  Co  (Limited). —  At  the  auction  mart  on 
Wednesday,  Messrs.  Edwin  Fox  &  Bousfield  offered  200  51. 
5-per-cent.  preference  shares  in  this  company  in  lots  of 
twenty-five  shares  each.  They  were  all  sold  at  51.  15s.  to 
61.  15s. 

EUGENE  RiMMEL  (Limited)  — At  the  auction  mart  on 
Wednesday,  Messrs.  Edwin  Fox  &  Bousfield  offered  100  51. 
ordinary  shares,  fully  paid,  in  this  company.  They  were  not 
sold. 
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Cjtt  Most  of  (£nglmuj  Conference. 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETY  AT  PLYMOUTH. 

WITH  favourable  weather  and  a  large  attendance,  the 
Conference  of  West  of  England  chemists,  held  at 
Plymouth,  on  Wednesday,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Three 
Towns  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  proved  a  decided 
success.  The  arrangements  for  the  day's  proceedings  were 
complete  in  every  way,  and  much  credit  was  due  to  the 
organising  secretaries  for  the  way  in  which  the  programme 
was  carried  out 

It  is  five  years  since  a  similar  conference  was  held  in  the 
West,  when  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
■was  present  in  Plymouth,  and  matters  of  trade  interest  and 
Segislation  were  discussed,  and  tended  to  bring  the  chemists 
of  Devon  and  Cornwall  more  in  touch  with  the  parent 
Society  as  the  representative  body  of  the  pharmaceutical 
profession. 

The  day's  events  on  Wednesday  opened  with  a  reception 
of  the  delegates  and  visitors  by  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  their  rooms  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  Octagon,  at 
1  30  p.m  ,  when  the  materia-medica  cabinet,  recently  given 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was  much  admired,  together 
with  the  books,  chemicals,  &c,  of  the  Junior  Section. 

At  2  p.m.  the  Conference  was  held  in  the  large  hall,  Mr. 
C.  J.  Park  (President)  in  the  chair.  Some  sixty  chemists 
were  present,  and  letters  expressing  regret  at  not  being  able 
to  come  were  received  from  about  twenty  others  from  various 
towns  in  South  Devon.  The  subjects  for  the  Conference  to 
discuss  were  laid  down  as  follows : — (1)  Territorial  represen- 
tation ;  (2)  Suggestions  for  a  new  Pharmacy  Bill ;  (3)  How 
best  to  obtain  Parliamentary  legislation  for  the  good  of 
chemists. 

Before  opening  the  business  of  the  Conference,  the 
Chairman,  in  the  name  of  the  local  Association,  extended 
a  hearty  welcome  to  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  those  gentlemen  who  had  so  kindly  and  so 
readily  responded  to  the  invitation  to  attend  the  Conference. 
No  trouble  was  too  much,  no  journey  was  too  far,  for  the 
President  to  undertake  if  he  thought  he  could  do  good  for 
any  individual  in  the  business  or  for  the  trade  generally.  He 
asked  the  local  chemists  and  others  not  connected  with  the 
Society  to  join  in  according  the  delegates  and  visitors  a  cordial 
West  Country  welcome  to  Plymouth.  (Applause.) 

Territorial  Representation. 
After  the  reading  of  several  letters  of  apology  for  non- 
attendance,  Mr  F.  W.  Hunt  introduced  a  discussion  on  the 
subject  of  "  Territorial  Representation."  All  present,  he 
said,  were  no  doubt  acquainted  with  the  leading  points  of 
Mr.  Thompson's  scheme  for  territorial  representation,  which 
were  that  each  councillor  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
should  be  elected  by  a  particular  district  to  be  responsible 
for  the  representation  of  a  distinct  body  of  pharmacists,  and 
who  at  least  once  in  the  year  should  meet  his  own 
constituents  and  confer  with  them  on  trade  matters, 
each  section  to  have  its  own  President  and  officers, 
local  chemists  to  have  the  right  of  joining  in  these  pro- 
vincial councils.  Great  Britain  would  be  divided  into 
fifteen  districts,  taking  for  a  guide  such  division  as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Greenish  when  President  of  the  B  P.  Conference. 
All  would  agree  that  nothing  could  be  done  without  com- 
bination and  organisation,  and  up  to  the  present  individual 
efforts  and  speeches  had  not  been  as  successful  as  could  be 
wished.  It  was  certainly  a  case  for  individuals — without 
atoms  the  molecule  cannot  be  formed.  The  federation  of 
these  representative  bodies  would  be  the  "  means  of  bring- 
ing before  the  trade  generally  anything  of  interest  thereto"; 
would  have  "  power  to  bring  about  reforms,  if  needed,  by 
Act  of  Parliament  or  otherwise  " ;  would  bring  "  increased 
strength  to  the  parent  Society  by  stimulating  members  of 
the  Council  to  further  action,  and  thereby  inducing  those  at 
present  outside  its  membership  to  join,  the  local  associations 
acting  somewhat  as  recruiting  depots."  It  would  tend 
towards  the  formation  of  a  strong  means  of  defence  in  case 
of  unjust  prosecution,  and  for  the  removal  of  grievances,  if 
any,  on  the  part  of  Governmental  Departments,  such  as  the 
Excise,  Inland  Revenue,  &c.    A  single  individual  might  be 


passed  by,  but  even  a  stroDg  Government  would  hesitate  to 
ignore  a  deputation  representing  a  well-organised  and  com- 
plete association  of  all  the  membeis  of  a  special  craft  in 
Great  Britain.  Having  given  the  outline  of  the  scheme,  the 
introducer  said  that  whilst  in  great  sympathy  with  it  him- 
self, and  considering  that  the  fulfilment  thereof  would  make 
a  bright  picture,  he  left  it  to  those  present  to  give  their 
views  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J  G  Netting  said  he  could  not  imagine  what  benefit 
they  would  derive  locally  from  having  territorial  representa- 
tion. He  felt  they  had  trustworthy  gentlemen  on  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  support  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  understood  there  were  three  Cornishmen  also 
acting  on  that  body.  As  far  as  they  were  concerned  in  the 
West  of  England  they  ought  to  be  more  than  satisfied. 

Mr.  G.  Breeze,  J. P.,  thought  the  idea  was  an  exceedingly 
good  one,  and  would  tend  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Society.  He  did  not  think  the  advocates  of  territorial 
representation  were  desirous  of  weakening  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  or  of  objecting  to  anything  that  the  Council 
had  done.  Although  there  might  be  on  the  Council  gentle- 
men who  formerly  lived  in  a  certain  locality — Cornwall  or 
any  other  county — it  should  be  remembered  that  when  they 
got  to  London  they  were  liable  to  forget  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  a  provincial  chemist.  A  metropolitan  chemist 
was  a  different  kind  of  being  altogether  to  a  provincial 
chemist.  The  adoption  of  the  scheme  to  his  mind  would 
make  the  Council  more  representative,  more  capable,  and 
place  it  in  a  position  to  understand  the  varying  requirements 
of  the  chemists  throughout  the  country.  He  had  the  fullest 
sympathy  with  the  proposal,  and  hoped  that  in  unison  with 
their  brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  country  they  would  strive 
to  bring  it  about  (Applause.) 

Mr.  R.  H.  Rendle,  CO,  expressed  his  approval  of  the 
scheme,  but  thought  they  should  go  further,  and  not  only 
aim  at  territorial  representation  but  proportional  representa- 
tion, on  the  basis  of  the  numbers  engaged  in  the  profession 
in  districts  of  a  certain  area  to  be  decided  upon. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Roper  said  he  would  prefer  the  continuance  of 
the  present  system,  with  the  only  chaDge  that  they  should 
have  the  selection  of  a  number  of  candidates  to  vote  for. 

Mr.  C  B.  Allen  (London)  was  inclined  to  think  that 
local  Associations  would  find  some  difficulty  in  obtaining 
candidates  to  represent  them  on  the  Council  from  their 
respective  districts.  In  that  case  they  would  have  to  do 
much  the  same  as  political  bodies — namely,  apply  to  the 
central  organisation  to  send  down  a  man — and  the  question 
was  whether  that  course  would  result  in  anything  different  to 
what  existed  at  present.  One,  however,  could  not  but 
sympathise  with  the  cry  which  came  from  the  provinces. 
(Applause.) 

Suggestions  for  a  New  Pharmacy  Bill. 

In  introducing  this  subject  Mr.  J.  D.  Turnet  (Plymouth) 
said  he  felt  it  was  a  subject  wide  and  important  enough  to 
call  for  an  interesting  and  animated  discussion.  While  he 
had  no  definite  proposals  to  bring  forward,  he  thought  that 
before  a  thoroughly  representative  measure  could  be  brought 
forward  there  was  one  question  which  would  have  to  be 
d*  alt  with — namely.in  what  manner  could  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  strengthen  its  hands,  or  be  so  orgaised  as  to  repre- 
sent more  fully  than  at  present  the  whole  body  of  chemists. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Many  suggestions  had  been  made  relative  to 
the  point,  one  which  he  heard  quite  recently — though  he 
did  not  advocate  it  altogether — beiDg  that  the  amount  of 
the  subscription  to  the  Society  should  be  reduced  by  one- 
half,  and  the  power  obtained  to  enforce  the  membership  of 
every  individual  who  passed  his  examination.  The  growth 
of  local  associations  was  certainly  one  of  the  most  promising 
features  of  their  troublesome  pharmaceutical  life.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  they  would  have  to  pay  for  the  ventilation  of 
their  grievances,  and  in  pressing  forward  those  subjects 
which  they  felt  the  necessity  of  agitating  for.  They  would 
rather  see  a  thoroughly  representative  society,  strengthened 
by  local  organisations,  courteously  but  firmly  advo- 
cating such  measures  as  restricting  the  dispensing 
of  prescriptions,  whether  including  poison  or  not, 
to  duly  qualified  persons,  the  inclusion  of  carbolic  acid  in 
the  schedule,  and  the  placing  of  Government  and  other  dis- 
pensaries under  the  same  laws  and  conditions  which  con- 
trolled the  chemists.    The  President  had  bravely  fought  the 
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battle  for  the  chemists,  and  they  were  very  grateful  to  him 
for  it,  but  difficulties  still  surrounded  them  and  were  not 
easy  to  overcome.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  P.  A.  Kelly  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  consolidat- 
ing all  the  forces  engaged  in  pharmacy  before  they  could 
hope  ts  get  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  new  Bill. 

Mr.  Rbndle  remarked  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1868 
•was  very  meagre  in  its  support  of  chemists.  When  the 
Council  went  to  Parliament  they  should  be  prepared  with  a 
broad  and  comprehensive  scheme — one  which  would  please 
those  who  were  outside  the  Society  and  also  satisfy  the 
Legislature,  It  was  a  difficult  problem  to  solve,  but  he  had 
great  hopes  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
would  prove  equal  to  it. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Netting  inquired  of  the  President  whether  he 
had  a  draft  Bill  with  him  ;  if  so,  whether  he  would  give  them 
an  outline  of  it,  or  whether  he  would  assure  them  that  itwa3 
not  to  be  relegated  to  the  cupboard.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  A.  P.  Balkwill  (Plymouth)  said  they  required  a 
provision  in  the  Bill  that  the  same  restrictions  which 
governed  chemists  in  the  dispensing  and  handling  of  poisons 
should  govern  the  public  institutions  where  the  same 
duties  were  fulfilled.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  measure  ought 
also  to  include  a  provision  by  which  medical  men  should  be 
required  to  have  an  equal  qualification  to  themselves  if  tbey 
undertook  the  dispensing  of  medicines.  (Applause.)  He 
did  not  know  that  the  point  should  be  put  forward  very 
prominently,  as  it  would  provoke  an  antagonism  which  they 
would  not  be  able  to  meet  in  any  way  ;  but  if  the  provision 
could  be  put  in  some  quiet  corner  of  the  Bill  so  as  to  attract 
very  little  notice  until  its  powers  were  proved,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  would  prove  a  great  help  to  the  Society  and 
would  be  backed  by  the  strength  of  public  opinion. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  G.  Breeze  (Devonport)  emphasised  the  need  of 
strengthening  the  Society,  rather  than  of  agitating  for 
individual  requirements.  The  distribution  of  quack  medi- 
cines by  irresponsible  persons  compelled  chemists  and 
druggists  to  sell  them  at  a  profit  which  did  riot  pay  rates 
and  taxes,  much  less  leave  a  chance  of  getting  a  living. 
Chemists  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the  position  of  beirg 
obliged  to  sell  thirjgs  which  they  often  knew  to  be  totally 
untrustworthy  and  unreliable.  It  was  a  condition  of  thiDgs 
which  no  other  trade  would  submit  to.  He  hoped  it  would 
be  made  compulsory  under  the  new  Bill  that  the  public 
should  deal  directly  with  fully- qualified  chemists  in  the 
preparation  of  their  medicines.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  H.  Gadd,  J. P.  (Exeter),  suggested  that  a  short  amend- 
ment of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  should  be  made  compelling  every 
chemist  and  druggist  in  business  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Society,  thereby  making  that  body  comprehensive  of  the 
feeling  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Shapley,  as  a  local  secretary,  spoke  well  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  considered  that  all  local  secre- 
taries should  visit  brother  chemists,  and  thus  personally 
bring  the  aims  of  the  Society  before  them.  He  thought 
that  if  a  canvass  of  the  country  was  made  the  ranks  of 
members  would  be  well  reinforced. 

Mr.  Gadd  asked  if  a  register  of  chemists  and  druggists 
could  not  be  produced  at  a  small  cost  and  posted  to  each 
section  for  reference,  to  which  Mr.  R.  Bremridge  replied 
that  it  would  hardly  be  practicable  under  the  present  system. 

The  Chairman  strongly  supported  certain  views  expressed 
by  Mr.  Breeze  as  to  the  right  of  puttiog  on  labels  wording 
which  would  fully  describe  the  properties  of  the  contents 
without  being  so  restricted  by  the  requirements  of  the 
Somerset  House  authorities  as  to  liability  to  duty.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  legislation  for  chemists  was  capable  of 
great  expansion,  and  hoped  t  hat  Mr.  Carteighe  would  give 
his  views  on  these  matters. 

Messrs.  Shtjkeb,  Condy  U'Hen,  and  J.  G.  Netting  also 
spoke  briefly  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Carteighe,  who  was  most  cordially  received,  said 
he  was  delighted  at  beiDg  privileged  to  be  amongst  them 
again,  and  to  feel  that  when  he  was  last  there,  five  years 
before,  he  was  in  some  measure  instrumental  in 
inducing  some  who  were  outside  to  join  the  local 
Association.  With  regard  to  the  question  raised  as 
to  the  advisability  of  reducing  the  amount  of  sub- 
scription, he  submitted  that  the  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety  did    not    want   guineas,    but    it    wanted  men. 


(Hear,  hear.)    In  their  present  position  it  was  useless  to 
discuss  the  question  of  whether  the  annual  subscription 
should  be  5s.  or  a  guinea.    What  they  wanted  was  to  per- 
suade their  brethren  that  their  intentions  were  good,  that 
they  were  honest,  and  that  they  were  not  exclusive  people. 
Personally,  he  would  not  advise  the  reduction  of  the  sub- 
scription, because  it  seemed  to  him  that,  having  regard  to- 
the  future,  to  the  extreme  competition  that  was  going  on,  it 
was  worth  paying  a  guinea  a  year  for  defence  and  insurance. 
He  asked  them  not  to  cripple  the  Society,  but  rather  make 
it  stronger.    When  they  were  asked  to  enrol  themselves  as 
members,  they  were  asked  to  do  that  which  all  the  trade- 
unions  did,  he  was  almost  going  to  say,  voluntarily.  The 
best  thing  in  the  judgment  of  those  he  represented,  and  in 
his  own  opinion,  after  many  years  of  woik,  including  assist- 
ing in  the  drafting  and  carrying  of  the  Act  of  1868,  was  to- 
compel  the  payment  of  a  small  registration-fee  by  every 
chemist  and  druggist.    When  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868' 
was   passed   the    Council    of   the   Society   were  weak 
enough,    at    the    instigation    of    the    then  President. 
(Mr.    Sandford),   to    register    every    member    of  the 
trade  for  nothing.    Subsequently  a  registration-fee  of  5s. 
was  suggested  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  register 
accurate,  and  immediately  the  whole  trade  was  up  in  arms. 
Now,  after  a  quarter  of  a  century,  they  were  beginning  to 
see  that  a  process  by  which  they  took  care  to  look  after 
their  own  register  was  beneficial  to  the  individual  as  welL 
as  to  the  Council  responsible  for  it,  and  the  power  which  it 
gave  in  many  ways  was  of  very  great  importance,  and 
ought  to  bs  secured  to  them  in  the  new  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  piinciple  of  self  government  in  such  a  matter  was 
essential.    In  addition  to  the  levying  of  a  small  registration-- 
fee,  he  recommended  that  as  many  as  possible  should  be 
asked  to  join  the  Society  and  pay  a  subscription — not  upon 
too  low  a  scale,  as  its  power  for  work  was  material.  What 
the  pharmaceutical  body  desired  as  a  whole  was  that  there 
should  be  a  recognition  of  the  education  and  training 
which  they  had  gone  through.     A  few  days  previously 
he  had  received  a  copy  of  a  Pharmacy  Act  just  passed 
for  Western    Australia,  which    in    many    respects  was. 
perfect  from  the  point  of  view  cf  chemists.  Among 
its  striking  features  was  the  infliction  of  a  very  heavy 
penalty  for  the  sale  of  poisons  by  unregistered  persons,  and- 
the  making  of  employers  responsible  for  the  actions  of  their 
assistants  or  apprentices.    There  were  many  directions  ia 
which  the  law  was  improved  as  compared  with  that  which 
prevailed  in  England,  and  it  seemed  rather  astonishing  that' 
n  the  old  country  they  had  so  much  difficulty  in  getting 
themselves  heard.    He  mentioned  that  the  Council  of  the 
Society  would  meet  in  a  fortnight  and  some  of  the  points 
raised  at  that  Conference  would  be  discussed.    He  agreed' 
with  Mr.  Balkwill  that  all  compounders  of  medicines  should 
b3  qualified  and  registered,  whether  a  doctor,  a  doctor's  wife, 
apprentice,  or  groom,  and  he  was  glad  that  the  spirit  of  the 
Government  department  with  which  they  had  to  deal  was 
in  favour  of  making  that  absolutely  necessary.    To  fight  the 
general  practitioner  with  one  hand,  and  try  to  get  sometning 
for  themselves  with  the  other,  was  rather  too  much  to  go  for 
at  one  time ;  and  his  counsel  to  them  was  to  exercise  a  little 
patience  until  the  way  was  cleared.    He  also  approved  of  the 
suggestion  made  that  the   proprietary    preparations  of 
registered    persons    should    be    exempted    from  the 
tax ;  that,  in  fact,  the  chemist  and  druggist  should  be  in  a 
position  to  put  on  a  label  that  which  he  often  expressed  at) 
present  by  word  of  mouth.    The  infliction  of  the  patent- 
medicine  stamp  and  licence  had  always  appeared  to  him  to 
be  an  absurdity,  and  it  was  one  of  the  curious  anachronisms 
which  was  characteristic  of  English  legislation  that  unqua- 
lified persons  should  be  allowed  to  sell  preparations  of  what- 
ever quality  by  simply  affixing  a  Government  stamp  to  the 
box  or  bottle  ;  but  it  brought  in  money,  and  no  Government 
would  be  too  willing  to  alter  it.  And  it  seemed  likely  to  him 
that  if  the  proposal  was  carried  out,  it  would  allow  every 
huckster  to  make  up  any  box  of  pills  or  bottle  of  so-called 
medicine  and  sell  it  in  front  of  his  place  of  business,, 
and  they  would  have  an  increase  of  that  form  of  quackery 
which    did    not   benefit   the   chemist.    He   could  not 
help  thinking   that   the  safest  thing  for  chemists  and 
druggists  was  to  deal  orally  with  their  customers,  and  to 
take  the  responsibility  which  the  law  imposed  upon  them 
cheerfully,  insisting  that  those  who  had  no  right  to  dispense 
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drags  should  Dot  do  so,  aDd  to  demand  from  the  public  a 
proper  remuneration  for  the  conditions  under  which  they 
had  to  sell.  What  had  they  to  go  for?  he  asked.  The 
speakers  who  bad  preceded  him  had  pretty  well  expressed 
what  it  was  worth  going  in  for.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  qualification,  he  said  it  was  perhaps  too  much  to  say 
that  a  man  should  not  engage  an  apprentice  before  he  had 
passed  his  Prelimira-y.  He  certainly  thought  there  should 
be  an  interval  of  three  years  between  the  Preliminary  and 
the  Minor  examinations.  Chemists  ought  to  have  the  exclusive 
light  of  compounding  prescriptions,  the  word  "  prescriptions  " 
to  be  interpreted  in  its  broadest  sense.  They  ought  also  to 
have  the  power  to  remove  men  from  the  register  for 
serious  offences.  The  amendment  of  the  Companies  Acts 
was  of  serious  importance  to  them,  and  he  was  glad  to 
inform  them  that  their  prospects  in  regard  to  the  one-man 
company  dealiDg — in  so  far  as  it  encroached  upon  their 
provinces — were  very  favourable.  How  best  could  they 
obtain  parliamentary  representation  ?  They  must  give  up 
their  bickering*  on  small  questions  and  support  the  Council 
in  its  efforts  to  benefit  the  profession.  He  appealed  to  them 
to  organise  themselves  so  as  to  ba  ready  to  do  anything 
which  the  central  body  desired.  If  everyone  wanted  his 
own  particular  crochet  put  in  the  Bill  they  would  never 
succeed.  If  it  was  possible  fcr  every  member  of  the  craft 
to  see  the  dariger  that  was  ahead  of  him,  to  see  that  the 
tendency  of  things  was  to  differentiate  and  separate  every 
form  of  occupation,  that  they  were  drifting  into  sections,  and 
were  being  driven  into  a  corner  and  beaten  bit  by  bit 
by  the  enormous  power  of  capital  and  the  cheapness  of 
money,  they  would  recognise  the  urgency  of  uniting  in  a 
body  to  stand  against  the  possibility  of  being  forced  out 
of  their  calling.  Where  there  were  local  associations  he 
asked  them  to  appoint  committees  for  dealiDg  with  Parlia- 
mentary matters,  and  allow  the  Council  to  communicate 
with  tbem,  and  make  use  of  them.  IE  also  they  would 
exert  whatever  influence  they  were  able  to  bricg  to  bear 
upon  members  of  Parliament,  he  was  sure  an  effect  would  be 
produced  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the  whole  of  the 
trade.    (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  J.  G  Netting,  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Carteighe's  speech, 
made  a  few  remarks  to  the  effect  that  he  considered  Mr. 
Carteighe,  as  President,  held  the  key  to  the  solution  of  the 
problem,  and  if  he  would  communicate,  through  the  medium 
of  the  great  army  of  local  secretaries,  when  any  matter  of 
great  import  was  down  for  consideration,  he  would  be  sup- 
ported by  all  the  members  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Reade  (Government  dispenser),  as  an  eld  pharmacist, 
spoke  in  favour  of  remodelling  the  present  state  of  the  poison 
law.  If  more  stringent  rules  were  enforced,  less  illegal 
dispensing  would  be  carried  on  in  large  establishments  and 
institutions  than  at  present. 

A  brief  discussion  then  followed  on  the  interviewing  of 
Parliamentary  candidates.  Some  deputations  had  found 
them  ready  and  williDg  to  advance  their  claims  and  redress 
their  grievances,  whilst  other  members  of  Parliament  had 
given  them  but  scant  courtety,  which  was  accounted  for  by 
their  being  much  harrassed  at  the  election  season,  and 
therefore  could  not  give  much  time  to  the  consideration  of 
individual  branches  of  trade  interests. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  (Curator),  being  called  upon,  in  a  brief 
speech  complimented  the  Junior  Section  of  the  Association 
on  their  work  in  materia  medica ,  and  said  if  they  continued  to 
take  advantage  of  the  facilities  afforded  to  them  in  Plymouth 
they  would  succeed  when  they  came  up  for  their  examinations. 

The  Chairman  then  rose  to  propose  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
■who  were  present  with  them  that  afternoon,  and  had 
favoured  them  with  their  views  on  matters  of  interest  to  the 
profession.  He  felt  sure  that  all  would  join  with  him  in 
wishing  Mr.  Carteighe  every  success  in  his  position  as  leader 
of  their  Socie'y. 

Mr.  James  Cocks  seconded. 

Mr.  R.  Bremridge,  in  responding  to  the  vote,  said  he 
was  gratified  at  the  welcome  they  had  received  and  at 
the  success  of  the  local  Association,  wnich  he  hoped  would 
spread  and  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  its  members. 

A  vote  of  thauks  to  the  Chairman  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
JDarteighe,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  after  which 
the  Conference  terminated. 


The  Dinner 

was  given  in  the  Freemasons'  Hal',  Plymouth,  at  7  P  M. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Park  presided,  and  the  company  numbered  about 
seventy.  A  very  artistic  menu-card  had  been  designed  by 
Mr.  James  Townsend,  of  Exeter,  the  courses  being  introduced 
by  more  or  less  apt  quotations  from  Shakespeare.  The  fish 
section,  for  instance,  was  headed:  "The  imperious  seas 
breed  monsters — for  the  dish " ;  the  dessert,  "  Meaning 
thereby  that  grapes  were  made  to  eat  and  lips  to  open " ; 
and  the  whole  was  wound  up  by  the  legend,  "  He  calls  for 
wine.  '  A  health,'  quoth  he."  The  toast-list  was  similarly 
garnished,  as  follows  : — 

Proposed  by  Responded  to  by 

1.  The  President:  j  "  The  Queen  and  Royal  )   

\  Family. '  > 

Mother,  Wife,  and  Queen. 

/"The  Plymouth,  Devon- \ 

port,  Stonehouse,  and    Mr'  C" J ■  P*HK  Resident) 

2.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  :  -     Digtrict  Chemists.  As.  \  Alderman  G.  Breeze,  J.P., 

.  ..     „  (Vice-President) 
I    soeiation  J  v 

A  glorious  company. 

,   ,.  m,  ..   ,  ( Mr.  Michael  Carteighe 

3.  Mr.  .1.  G.  Nettixg  )   "The  Pharmaceutical  1 

,rr-       r,       -j  r  a      •  *  T  Mr.  C.  B.  ALLEN' 

(Vice-President):)  Society  ! 

v  *Mr.  It.  Bremridge 

A  man  and  leader  of  men, 

Firm  upon  his  feet.  * 

A.  Mr.  F.  Maitland,  )  "  The  Honorary  Mem-  i  Mr.  F.  0.  Luxton 
D.C. :  >  bers  "  I  Mr.  H.  Dalgleish 

A7/!<i  hearts  are  more  than  coronets. 

I  Mr.  James  Cocks 

k  w    t>  I?  t.  „        f  "The  Officers  of  the  J     (H0*1-  Sec-) 

5.  Mr.  R.  F.  Roper  :  |        Associatiou  .,        J  Mr.  J.  Harvey  Bailey 

I     ( Treasurer) 

/  have  only  done  my  duty,  as  a  man  is  bound  to  do. 

6.  Mr.  J.  D.  Tcrney  :    "  The  Junior  Section  "    Mr.  H.  0.  Westcott 

They  are  strong  supporters. 

Mr.  J.  Kixtont  Bond,  B.A., 


7.  Mr.  H.  Woods  : 


"  The  Visitors  " 
You  will  be  welcome.    0,  come  in  : 


B.Sc. 


8.  Mr.  P.  A.  Kelly 


9.  Mr.  A.  D.  Breeze  : 


"  The  Ladie3 


Mr.  C.  T.  Weary  (single) 
Mr.  It.  D.  Doele  (married) 
So  street  it  scons  to  iralk  u-ith  thee. 

I  Representith-es    of  the 
|     Pharmaceutical  Journal, 
The  Press"        -j    The     Chemist  and 
Druggist,  British  and 
Colonial  Druggist. 
The  pen  is  mightier  t^an  the  sicoj'd. 
Before  separating,  "Ye  lovynge  cuppes"  will  be  passed  in  pledge  of 
"  Prosperity  to  the  Profession  of  a  Chemist." 

After  the  health  of  the  Queen  had  been  given,  the 
Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harrison,  M.P.  for 
Plymouth,  regrettiDg  his  inability  to  be  present. 

Mr.  Holmes  in  proposing  "  The  Association  "  as  an  old  Ply- 
mouthian,  referred  to  the  starting  of  a  similar  association 
twenty-five  years  ago  which  failed  owiDg  to  dissensions. 
The  success  of  such  associations  depended  on  the  combina- 
tion of  the  members,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  spirit  of  give 
aDd  take.  It  was  especially  necessary  to  have  a  good  leader 
and  that  each  member  should  work  for  the  general  good. 
He  congratulated  the  officers  of  the  Association  on  their 
enterprise  and  energy.  Scientific  training  was  not  every- 
thing. They  should  have  frequent  meetings  and  stick  to  the 
Cornishman's  motto,  "  One  and  all,"  as  well  as  to  that  of 
Devonshire,  "  Semper  fidelis." 

Mr.  Park  replied,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  George 
Breeze,  who  agreed  that  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  social 
element  was  the  cause  of  former  failures.  Coming  together 
in  this  way  was  calculated  to  bring  out  the  good  points  of 
all.  He  advocated  the  shortening  of  business  hours,  and 
hoped  that  matter  would  be  brought  forward  early. 

Mr.  Netting,  in  proposing  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
humorously  referred  to  the  discovery  which  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Society  had  made  when  they  visited  them  in 
1891 — that  there  were  such  amiable  men  down  West. 

Mr.  Cabteighe.  in  responding,  tendered  the  cordial  thanks 
of  himself  and  colleagues  for  their  reception.  The  objects 
of  associations  such  as  theirs  were  the  promotion  of  educa- 
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tion,  the  advancement  of  pharmacy,  and  the  provision  of 
assistance  for  members  forlorn  and  aged.  Plymouth  being  a 
semi  governmental  town  was  associated  with  influential  and 
educational  men.  He  heartily  wished  them  God  speed  in 
their  work  cn  behalf  of  the  junior  members,  who  were  the 
business  men  of  the  future.  Comparing  associations  of  this 
character  with  the  old  guilds  of  the  Middle  Ages,  he  said  thev 
now  thought  it  possible  to  learn  in  one  year  what  in  those 
days  they  took  five  years  to  acquire.  Eeferring  to  the 
medical  profession  he  asked,  Was  it  safe  to  expect  the  doctor 
to  dispense  medicine  at  the  end  of  his  day's  round  ?  This 
could  be  done  much  better  by  the  experienced  chemist  who 
had  given  his  study  to  that  branch  of  work.  The  chemists 
were  hard  p*essed,  and  had  an  uphill  fight  against  old 
prejudices.  When  the  country  realised  the  advantage  of 
keepicg  the  work  of  the  chemist  and  that  of  the  doctor 
distinct,  then  the  wcrk  of  local  and  general  associations 
world  l"e  fravg'nt  with  success. 

Mr  C.  B.  Allen  also  replied.  He  said  the  Society  were  the 
custodians  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  in  carrying  out  which  they 
have  sometimes  to  disregard  the  feeliDgs  of  their  friends. 

Mr.  Bremridge  said  he  represented  pharmaceutical 
officialifm  He  would  like  to  remove  the  erroneous  ideas 
which  were  sometimes  met  with  regarding  his  not  prosecut- 
ing in  every  case  that  was  sent  to  him.  He  could  not  do  so 
when  particulars  were  not  sent  to  him.  As  a  Devonshire 
man  he  heartily  wished  success  to  the  Association. 

For  the  honorary  members,  who  were  toasted  by  Mr. 
Maitland,  Mr  Gadd,  of  Exeter,  responded.  He  said  the 
wholesale  trade  heingso  closely  allied  to  tberetail.lheij  inte- 
rests were  identical  He  advocated  shorter  hours  of  business. 
Messis.  Luxton  and  Dalgleish  also  briefly  responded. 
Mr.  Spauks  spoke  briefly  on  educational  advantages  to  junior 
members.  Mr.  Cocks's  reply  gave  details  of  workand  progress. 
In  the  course  of  the  remaining  speeches  Messrs.  Cocks  and 
Alfred  Breeze  were  warmly  thanked  for  the  hard  work  they 
hsd  done  in  the  promotion  of  this  Conference.  Mr. 
Wbstcott  in  replying  to  the  toast  of  "The  Junior  Sec- 
tion," made  the  presentation  to  Mr.  Turney  of  an  inkstand  as 
a  souvenir  of  the  lectures  he  had  given  to  the  Juniors.  Songs 
were  given  in  the  course  of  the  evening  by  Messrs.  Newman, 
Doble,  and  Major  Rendle ;  and  humorous  recitations  were 
contributed  by  Messrs.  Kinton,  Bond,  and  Hoskings,  the 
latter  in  the  Cornish  dialect  introducing  the  names  of  many 
pharmaceutical  preparations.  The  proceedings  were  con- 
cluded by  the  passing  of  the  loving  cuppe  and  the  singing  of 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


Grace  motes. 


A  SILVER  medal  has  been  awarded  to  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.  for  an  exhibit  of  photographic  tabloids  at 
the  Ixelles  Exhibition. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Russell  Duncan,  late  managing  director  of 
the  Steel  Pipe  Company  (Limited),  has  commenced  business 
at  80  Boulevard  Hausmann,  Paris,  as  agent  for  the  sale  of 
chemical- apparatus  and  other  British  specialities  suitable  for 
the  French  market. 

The  new  quarterly  part  of  Pears'  Pictorial,  just  issued, 
is  a  reproduction  of  Laurence  Sterne's  "  Sentimental 
Journey  through  France  and  Italy."  The  text  is  enlivened 
with  eighty  characteristic  illustrations,  and  many  readers 
will  be  glad  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  quaint  old 
classic  in  its  present  attractive  form. 

Messrs.  Astley  Cooper  &  Co.,  makers  of  gelatine,  of 
the  Oatland  Chemical- works,  Sackville  Street,  Leeds,  have 
removed  their  factory  to  much  larger  premises  adjoining 
their  old  ones,  and  for  which  they  use  the  same  designation. 
They  make  a  speciality  of  fine  gelatines  for  photographic 
and  also  for  bacteriological  purposes. 

In  the  advertisement  of  Messrs.  Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited) 
page  5  of  our  last  issue,  the  blocks  of  the  wide  and  narrow 
mouthed  hand-made  stoppered  rounds  have  accidentally  been 
transposed.  The  illustration  showing  the  wide-mouthed 
bottle  which  now  appears  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  page 
should  have  been  placed  over  "  No.  103/3  "  at  the  right  side, 
and  vice  versa.    Buyers  will  please  note  this. 

Mr.  Garratt,  the  "  Frog "  man,  informs  us  that  he  is 
sending  this  week  to  every  chemist  in  the  United  Kingdom 


a  copy  of  his  new  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Business-building  and 
Money-making  for  Chemists."  It  is  a  very  brightly  written 
and  original  appeal  to  chemists  to  make  a  big  boom  in  their 
localities  with  his  "  Frog  in  Your  Throat  "  aDd  other  "  Frog  " 
medicines,  and  to  encourage  them  to  do  this  he  now  puts 
forward  a  window-dressing  competition,  and  offers  to  distri- 
bute 2201.  in  prizes,  or  at  least  his  goods  to  tint  value.  Of 
course,  his  frogs  are  to  form  the  main  feature  of  the  window- 
display  But  all  particulars  are  given  in  his  pamphlet.  Mr. 
Garratt  asked  us  if  this  is  not  the  biggest  thing  in  chemists' 
competitions  we  have  known,  and  we  are  bound  to  say  it  is. 
Then  he  asked  the  Editor  of  this  journal  if,  "  to  guarantee 
absolute  fairness,"  he  would  give  judgment  on  the  photo- 
graphs sent  in.  This  was  agreed  to ;  but,  of  course,  it  is  to 
be  understood  that  we  have  no  interest  of  any  kind  in  the 
affair  beyond  a  pleasure  in  seeing  things  made  lively  for  the 
pharmacists  of  this  country. 


flDardaoes. 

Harris— Stanser — At  St.  Peter's  Sturton-le-Steeple,  on 
October  12,  by  the  Rev.  Nesbitt  Willoughby,  Frank  W. 
Harris,  chemist,  Brockley,  to  Miss  S.  A.  Stanser.  fifth 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Stanser,  Home  Field  House, 
Sturton-le-Steeple. 

Salmon — King. — On  October  16,  at  St.  Mary's,  Scar- 
borough, Thomas  William  Salmon,  chemist,  Stockton-on- 
Tees,  eldest  son  of  the  late  William  Salmon,  chemist,  to 
Emily,  youngest  daughter  of  William  King,  Scarborough. 

Scholl— Gerdes.— -On  September  26,  at  the  Scotch 
Church,  Madras,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Archibald,  Mr.  August 
Scholl,  agent  of  Messrs.  Volkart  Brothers,  drug  merchants, 
Madras,  to  Alice  Maud,  dauehter  of  Mr.  Gerdes,  of  the  firm 
of  Gerdes  &  Co.,  merchants,  Madras. 


Beatba. 

Allen  — On  October  3,  at  Belfast.  Hugh  Allen,  of  the 
chemical  and  drug  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  Sc  J.  Haslett,  North 
Street. 

Arrandale. — On  October  2,  William  Arrandale,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Denton.  Aged  58.  Mr.  Arrandale  was  a 
member  of  the  Council,  and  treasurer  of  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Clarke. — On  October  14.  at  the  residence  of  her  brother- 
in-law,  Lt. -Colonel  W.  U.  Atherton,  Buckhurst  Hill,  Agnes 
Evelyn,  aged  19  years,  daughter  of  the  late  F.  J.  Clarke, 
Esq  ,  J. P.,  of  Bracebridge  Hall,  Lincoln,  following  an  opera- 
tion. 

Dudgeon. — On  September  9,  at  Draycott,  George  Dudgeon, 
pharmaceutical  chemist  Mr.  Dudgeon  was  in  business  as  a 
chemist  at  Friar  Lane,  Nottingham,  until  a  few  years  ago. 
Of  late  years  he  has  been  a  stockbroker.  He  leaves  500Z.  to 
the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Harries  — On  October  13,  David  Harries,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Nott  Square,  Carmarthen.    Aged  35. 

Hoy  — On  September  27,  Henry  Hoy,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Newbiggin.    Aged  58. 

Parker — On  October  11,  at  Eldmire  House,  Dalton, 
Thirsk,  William  Parker,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  96  West- 
borough,  Scarborough,  after  a  short  illness.    Aged  36. 

Wellman. — Mr.  William  Richard  Wellman,  who  was 
formerly  a  prominent  Jersey  chemist,  but  who  retired  from 
business  some  years  ago,  died  in  that  island  on  October  9,  in 
his  69th  year.  Mr.  Wellman  occupied  the  position  of 
Deputy  of  St.  Heliers  town  and  parish  in  the  States  or 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Jersey  from  May  1879  to  January 
1884.  When  first  elected  the  chief  questions  of  the  day 
were  compulsory  vaccination  and  militia  law,  on  which 
matters  Mr.  Wellman  held  Conservative  views,  and  succeeded 
in  soundly  beating  the  Liberal  candidate,  an  advocate 
named  Baudains,  who  is  now  Constable  (Mayor)  of  St. 
Heliers.  During  his  legislative  career  Mr.  Wellman  intro- 
duced several  useful  measures.  A  pet  scheme  of  his  was 
improved  bathing  accommodation,  only  obtained,  by-the-by, 
this  season. 
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Notice  to   Retail   Buyers: — It 

thould  be  remembered  that  the 
quotations  in  this  section  are 
invariably  the  lowest  net  cash 
prices  actually  paid  for  large 
futtntitifi  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
tr&inary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
lh»  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  eten  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


48  CANNON  STBEET,  E.  C.,  October  17. 

T)U3INE8S  in  Mincing  Lane  continues  to  be  fairly  active 
especially  in  departments  only  partly  allied  to  the  drag 
and  chemical  trades.    In  chemicals  there  have  been  few 
alterations  in  value  this  week.    Citric  and  Tartaric  acid,  as 
well  as    Cream    of  tartar,    continue    exceedingly  firm. 
Quinine     shows    no    change,     but    Santonin,    is  still 
advancing,    and   the  price   of|  Permanganate  of  potash 
has   been   raised.     The    fortnightly    auctions  of  drugs 
held    to-day  were  comparatively  small  but  moderately 
animated.    The  thirteen  catalogues  contained  an  aggregate 
of  1,368  lots,  of  which  573  were  sold  during  the  auctions. 
We  have  again  to  record  an  advance  in  a  considerable  number 
of  articles,  and  declines  in  only  a  few.  Spcotrme  and  Curacao 
Aloes  is  dearer.     Cape  aloes,  on  the  other  hand  slightly 
easier.    For  Balsam  tolu  increased  prices  were  realised  to- 
day.   Cubebs  and  Gum  elemi  are  lower.    Senna-leaves  also 
easier  under  the  influence  of  large  arrivals.    Jalap  is 
slightly  lower.     Cuscus  root   sold  at  extraordinarily  low 
rates.    Ipecacuanha  remains  firm.  Menthol  and  Cod  liver 
oil  are  still  tendirg  higher.    There  are  no  changes  to  report 
in    Cannabis    indica,    Cumin-seed,  Myrrh,    and  Rhubarb, 
but     for    Kola    somewhat     more    money    is  asked. 
Cardamoms  sold  irregularly  to-day.    Essential  oils  of  Star- 
anise  and  Cassia,  as  well   as  Japanese   Peppermint  oil, 
are  again  dearer.     The  price  of  Patchouli  oil   has  been 
raised,  after  some  very  cheap  sales.     Italian  oils  firm 
to    dearer.     At    auction    to-day    grey    Jamaica  sarsa- 
parilla,   Zimc.  sarsaparilla,  Buchu-lcaves,  Dragon's-blood, 
Gamboge,    and    Cascarilla    sold    at    higher  rates.  For 
fine   Siam  benzoin   extreme    prices  were  paid,  and  the 
same  applies  to  fine  Vanilla  beans.    Musk  is  much  dearer. 
Beeswax    firmer.    In  outside  articles  we  have  to  report 
a    strong  and  higher    market   in    Shellac.  Quicksilver 
has  been    advanced.     Potato-spirit    is    slightly  dearer. 
Chillies  remain  firm.    Cloves  are  easier  and  Ginger  quiet. 
In  Oils  there  are  very  few  alterations.    The  Bank  rate 
remains  at  2  per  cent,,  and  Bar  silver  is  now  quoted  at 
31]^.  per  oz. 


Smyrna  0ar  Smyrna  correspondent,  telegraphing  this 

Opium  afternoon,  states  that  during  the  week  35  cases 

Telegram  »  t  .  .    .     .  . 

ot  tair  manufacturing  opium  have  been  sold 

at  an  equivalent  of  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o  b ,  while  Yerli  Tale- 

quale  has  realised  Is.  lid.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.    The  market  closes 

very  firm. 


The  Travancore  Government  have  at  last  decided  to  abolish 
the  cardamom  monopoly,  against  which  the  planting  com- 
munity has  been  agitating  for  years  past.  The 
Travancore    cardamom-gardens  were  all  surveyed  last  year, 

Cardamoms.        ,  ,&  ...        J      ,  , 

and  a  regular  assessment  will  be  hxed  on  each 
holding.  It  is  expected  that  the  revenue  thus  raised  will 
equal  the  average  income  obtained  by  the  Government  from 
the  monopoly  which  has  hitherto  existed  The  proposed 
innovation  will  not  affect  the  London  market  directly,  as 
hardly  any  cardamoms  are  now  imported  from  the  Indian 
mainland,  of  which  Travancore  forms  part,  the  produce  of 
that  country  being  almost  all  consumed  in  the  East. 


Keports  from  Grasse  indicate  a  considerable  revival  in  the 
essential-oil  business.     Trade  during  September  has  been 

very  good  and  orders  are  still  coming  in  freely. 
French      rr.Qe  \QC&\  market  has  been  very  animated  in 

consequence,  but  particularly  in  the  department 
of  "  essences  de  fleurs  alpestres " — the  oils  from  the  wild 
hill- flowers,  such  as  lavender,  thyme,  and  rosemary.  The 
last  named  especially  has  been  enquired  for,  but  supplies  are 
very  low.  The  summer  flower  crops  are  now  finished. 
Several  of  them  have  given  excellent  results,  notably  the 
jasmine-flower  harvest,  which,  favoured  by  a  warm  tem- 
perature and  dry  air,  has  produced  almost  a  "  record  "  result. 
The  olive-oil  business  has  likewise  been  bii>k,  both  for  home 
and  export.  The  prices  show  no  change.  Tiie  prospects  of 
the  olive  crop  are  excellent  in  every  respect. 


The  Government  of  Madras,  it  is  said,  propose  to  send  to 
South  America  (?)  for  a  fresh  supply  of  cinchona- seed  in  order 
Indian  '°  reP'ant  ceriain  parts  of  their  land  that  have 

Government  gone  out  of  cultivation.  This  news  is  not 
Cinchona  relished  by  the  private  planters,  whose  disgust 
Plantations.  js  increased  at  the  announcement  that  the 
Bengal  Government  are  also  up  and  doing.  From  the  last 
report  of  Government  cinchona  plantations  in  that  province 
we  see  that,  owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  quinine, 
two  or  three  hundred  additional  acres  of  land  have  been 
prepared  for  cinchona.  During  1894-95.  the  net  profit  on 
the  working  of  the  Government  plantations  was  7,700rs. 
against  l.lOOrs.  in  the  previous  year. 


On  October  1  the  American  chemical  manufacturers 
announced  that  their  selling  terms  from  tbat  date  would  be 
Selling  thirty  days  net,  or  1  per  cent,  for  cash  within 

Chemicals  ten  days,  instead  of  sixty  days  and  2  per  cent, 
m  u.s.A  They  are  now  on  a  uniform  basis  after  a  go-as- 
you-please  policy  inaugurated  about  one  year  ago  by  a 
chemical  house  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  trade. 
This  new  departure,  according  to  the  Nero  York  Shipping 
List,  brings  the  manufacturers  back  to  old- time  principles, 
and  is  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credits  and  Collections  and  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol of  the  National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association  made 
at  the  annual  convention  of  wholesalers  last  month.  Some 
chemicals  are  not  iucluded  in  the  new  terms.  Exceptions 
are  made  of  yellow  prussiate  of  potash  and  cyanide  of 
potash,  for  both  of  which  the  cash  discount  continues  at 
\  per  cent,  for  cash  in  ten  days;  also  pyrcgallic  acid, 
salicylic  acid,  hypophosphites,  chloral  hydrate,  and  salol, 
which  have  an  extra  discount  of  1  per  cent  There  is  some 
talk  of  the  drug-trade  following  tbe  example  by  coming  to  a 
better  understanding  on  disc  unts.  fha  present  custom 
lacks  system  and  requires  overhauling.  While  some  firms 
have  a  schedule  which  is  observed  without  any  exception, 
other  houses  allow  buyers  to  dictate  and  to  deduct  discounts 
from  cheques,  which  are  not  allowed  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances. 


In  the  French  Customs  tariff  salicylate  of  soda  is  c'assiBed 
under  sodium  salts  not  specially  enumeiated,  and  salol 
under  chemical  products  obtained  by  the  dis- 
andSatoL  tillation  of  coal-tar.  As  such  they  are  liable  to 
the  ordinary  duties,  but  a  recent  decision  of 
the  Committee  of  Customs  pDints  out  that  although  neither 
of  the  preparations  mentioned  contains  alcohol,  either  in  its 
free  state  or  as  a  chemical  combination,  yet  they  are  to  be 
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liable  to  an  additional  tax  on  account  of  the  spirit  which 
has  been  used  in  their  manufacture.  The  committee  states 
that  this  amounts  to  75  centilitres  of  pure  alcohol  to  every 
kilo,  of  salicylate  of  soda  and  salol. 


The  business  of  the  perfumery  house  of  Muraour  Freres, 
of  Paris  and  Grasse,  will  be  sold  by  auction  on  Saturday, 
October  19,  in  two  lots.    The  first  lot  comprises  the  lease  of 
the  Paris  business  house,  the  factory  and  ware- 
Perfumery  houses,  orange  and  mandarin  gardens  at  Grasse, 
Business  to  tjje  stoc]i)  plant,  and  goodwill,  as  well  as  the 
be  Auct,onea-trade.markg>  «  Muraour  Fieres"  and  "  Borelli," 
used  for  orange- flower  waters,  the  speciality  of  the  house. 
The  inset-price  for  this  lot  is  180,000  francs.    The  second 
ot  consists  of  a  soap-works,  inset- price  14,000  francs. 


Within  the  past  few  days  the  United  Alkali  Company 
have  stopped  the  manufacture  of  caustic  soda 
Aikaifworks    at  Mathieson's  and  the  Liver  Works  at  Widnes, 
where  they  employed  about  seventy  men. 


The  Kobe  Chronicle,  an  English  newspaper  published  in 
Japan,  in  its  issue  of  September  10,  predicts  that  as  soon  as 

Formosa  is  completely  subdued  by  the  Japanese 
The  Camphor  the  campaor  tra(3e  of  Kobe  will  assume  far 

larger  proportions  than  heretofore,  as  an  en- 
deavour is  to  be  made  to  do  all  the  Formosa  business 
through  Kobe.  The  small  distillers  in  Japan  within 
the  last  two  months,  have  suffered  considerably  from  the 
unusually  boisterous  and  rainy  weather,  as  the  mountain- 
brooks  became  torrents,  sweeping  away  many  of  the  small 
distilleries,  which  are  usually  built  on  the  banks  of  the 
brooks.  The  provincial  holders,  in  face  of  a  rising  market, 
have  kept  a  tight  hand  on  their  stock,  while  many  small 
distillers,  without  capital,  have  been  obliged  to  relinquish 
the  business  because  of  their  inability  to  purchase  the 
necessary  wood.  The  London  syndicate  appear  to  be  holding 
from  30,000  to  35,000  piculs — enough  to  supply  the  normal 
demand  of  the  world  for  half  a  year;  but  with  high  prices  there 
will  probably  be  a  smaller  consumption,  and  the  stock  will  last 
proportionately  longer.  Under  the  new  rule  in  Formosa  all 
title-deeds  must  be  proved  before  permission  is  granted  for 
the  felling  of  trees.  The  opinion  is  entertained  that  the 
Japanese  are  not  likely  to  be  in  any  haste  over  this  matter, 
but  will  make  the  most  of  the  products  of  the  island,  which 
is  costing  them  so  much  blood  and  treasure  to  bring  under 
their  dominion.  The  Japanese  now  are  the  only  people  pro- 
ducing camphor,  and  this  monopoly  must  prove  to  them  a 
great  source  of  wealth  if  they  confine  its  production  and 
distribution  within  reasonable  limits. 


The  following  statistics  represent  the  exports 
Chinese  Drug  of  some  of  the  principal   Chinese  drugs  to 
Exports.    Europe  between  January  1  and  September  5  : — 


Star  Anise 
(seed) 

Galls 

Ess.  Oils 

Camphor 

Galan- 

gal 

1895  ..  . 

•  pkgs. 

2.875 

1.846 

1,361 

23,603 

2,267 

1891  ..  . 

2,195 

3  372 

,022 

10,646 

547 

1893  ..  . 

4.663 

560 

2.120 

10.486 

2,172 

1892  ..  . 

1,197 

71 

2,372 

4,099 

£08 

Note  the  extraordinary  increase  in  the  camphor  exports. 


Acacia. — At  to-day's  auctions  1  case  of  pale  small  picked 
Trieste  grains  was  reported  sold  at  52.  5s.  per  cwt.  Other 
lots  of  this  kind  were  offered,  but  bought  in.  There  were 
also  several  parcels  of  sorts,  which  were  bought  in  at  70s. 
for  good  soft  and  slightly  hard  mixed  pale,  but  dusty,  sorts 
from  Suez.  For  rather  hard  mixed  ambery  glassy  Alexan- 
drian sorts  60s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Acid  (Citric). — Higher  prices  are  reported  from  Sicily 
for  Concentrated  lemon  juice,  15Z.  10s.  per  pipe,  f.o.b  ,  being 
now  asked,  although  it  will  probably  be  possible  to  buy  at 
\5l.  5s..  f  o.b  The  London  spot  piice  for  citric  is  no w  Is  3i  , 
forward  Is.  3\d.  per  lb. 


Acid  (Tartaric). — Some  business  has  been  done  in 
English  (B.P.)  crystals  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  from  second-hand 
holders.  Foreign  crystals  (not  guaranteed  B.P.)  may  ba  had 
on  the  spot  at  Is.  lfd.  London  terms,  and  forward  at 
Is.  2\d.  per  lb. 

Alcohol.— After  the  recent  strong  depression  in  the  price 
of  German  potato-spirit,  mainly  consequent  upon  the  heavy 
crop  of  raw  material,  prices  have  slightly  improved  again. 
The  present  quotation  for  good  brands  is  6d.  per  proof  gallon 
for  druggists'  and  Id.  for  perfumers'  qualities.  This  quotation 
applies  to  large  quantities  c.i.f.  London,  packages  not. 
included. 

Aloes. — The  corner  in  Socotrinc  aloes  still  holds  on-. 
About  90  kegs  of  good  quality  of  this  variety  aave  been 
shipped  this  week,  and  there  are  in  the  warehouse  only 
about  30  packages,  none  of  them  of  fine  quality,  which  do  not 
belong  to  the  firm  which  is  operating  in  the  article.  That 
house  now  requires  100s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  quality,  of  which 
it  is  said  only  40  kegs  are  left  available.  At  to-day's  auctions 
18  kegs  of  common  Socotrinc  met  with  an  excellent  demand, 
and  sold  at  fair  prices,  considering  the  quality.  Dark  to 
black  soft  realised  from  20s.  down  to  10s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar 
aloes  is  rather  dearer,  but  no  fine  quality  was  offered  at  the 
auctions.  Thirty- five  cases  of  fair  treacly  quality  realised 
31s.  per  cwt.  Good  livery  Curaqao  aloes  also  realised  rather 
higher  prices,  20  boxes  selling  at  59s.  to  60s  for  good  brown, 
and  50s  for  fair  quality.  Dull  capey  Curaqao  in  gourds,  of 
which  381  packages  were  shown,  is  neglected,  and  the  whole 
parcel  was  bought  iu  at  35s.  per  cwt.  for  the  best  quality. 
Of  Cape  aloes  66  cases  were  shown,  of  which  59  sold  at  a 
decline  of  about  6d.  per  cwt.,  good  bright  hard  glassy 
realising  23s  to  23s.  6d. ;  second  quality,  22s.  6d.  to  2ls. ; 
and  partly  soft  and  gritty,  from  19s.  6d.  down  to  18s, 
per  cwt. 

Anise. — Ten  bags  of  damaged  Spanish  anise  sold  at  25s.  6d 
to  26s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Balsams  — Two  cises  of  good  genuine  old-fashioned  Tola 
balsam  sold  to  day  at  the  high  price  of  2s.  per  lb.,  showing 
a  fresh  advance  in  value.  Canada  balsam:  4  cases  yellow 
quality  were  bought  in  at  Is  8d.  per  lb.  Peruvian  balsa m 
was  not  offered.  Two  kegs  thick  brown  Maranham  copaiba 
were  bought  in  at  Is.  Id.,  and  6  cases  o£  Bahia  character, 
in  process  of  solidification,  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — First  quality  Siam  gum  is  again  dearer,  2 
cases  of  medium  to  bold  almonds,  rather  pale  in  colour, 
selling  to  day  at  the  extreme  rate  of  262.  10s.  per  cwt.  For 
partly  blocky  small  to  bold  almondy  20Z  is  asked,  and 
for  small  to  medium  almondy  block  15Z.  per  cwt.  Of 
another  parcel  of  Siam  5  cases  sold  at  62s.  6d.  to  67s.  6d. 
for  brown  grains  and  small  almonds  in  hard  block.  Palem- 
bang  beDzoin  is  neglected,  everything  offered  to  day  being 
bought  in  at  from  30s.  to  35s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 
Sumatra  benzoin  of  fine  quality  is  firmly  held,  and  realises 
high  rates.  At  auction  to-day  93  packages  of  all  varieties 
were  shown — 16  sold  at  81  5s.  for  good  seconds,  small  to 
bold  pale  almondy  in  centre,  some  false-packed  corners  ;  and 
61.  7s  6d.  to  6Z.  15s.  for  small  to  bold  fair  almondy  centres, 
false-packed  sides.  For  a  parcel  of  well-packed  almondy 
gum  81.  10s.  per  cwt  is  required. 

Buchu. — Round  leaves  are  in  very  strong  demand,  and  a 
fresh  advance  of  about  \d.  per  lb.  was  obtained  to-day, 
32  packages  selling  readily  at  from  5>\d.  for  small  yellowish 
and  stalky  mixed  to  6d.  for  good  bright  round  green.  The 
limit  for  long,  rather  greyish,  leaves  is  also  6d.  per  lb. 
Another  parcel  of  23  packages  was  not  sold,  as  the  ownsr 
■  requires  very  high  prices. 

Caltjmba. — Neglected.  Among  the  267  packages  offered 
to-day  there  were  three  of  very  fine  bright  washed  yellow- 
root,  for  which  the  enormous  price  of  75s.  par  cwt.  is  asked. 
The  remainder  consisted  of  ordinary  qualities,  of  which 
about  100  bags  of  dark,  partly  wormy,  mostly  small  root  sold 
at  8s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Crude).— No  business  is  reported  this  week, 
but  higher  quotations  come  from  the  East.  A  few  days  ago 
Japan  camphor,  October-November  shipment,  wis  qa  )ted 
at  220s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f,  but  at  present  225s.  is  the  askiDg 
price.  For  Formosa  camphor  the  quotations  run  from  205j. 
to  210s.,  c  i  f.  terms,  October-November  shipment. 
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Camphor  (Repined). — The  agents  for  the  German  manu- 
facturers have  raised  their  quotations,  some  by  2d.,  others 
by  l£d.  per  lb.  They  now  quote  hells,  in  half-ton  lots,  usual 
conditions,  at  from  2s.  l\d.  up  to  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  Second- 
hand holders,  however,  would  probably  still  sell  at  2s.  0%d. 
In  spite  of  this  advance  in  price,  refined  camphor  is  still 
rather  low  in  price  compared  with  the  present  cost  of  the 
•crude  article.  At  to-day's  auctions  2  cises  refined  camphor 
from  Japan,  in  bold  tablets,  was  boughi  in  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 
.No  offers  weie  made  for  it. 

Canary-seed. — Steady.  Business  has  been  done  in 
Turkish  seed  on  the  spot  at  34*'.  per  quarter,  and  new  Turkish 
for  arrival  at  32s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Cardamoms. — The  market  was  very  irregular  to-day.  ! 
Good  qualities  realised  upon  the  whole  very  high  prices, 
but  medium  grades  were  lower.  Seeds  sold  steadily.  Of 
100  packages  92  sold  at  the  following  rates  : — Ceylon-Mysore, 
medium  to  bold  pale  round,  2s.  3d. ;  medium  to  bold  yellowish 
fair  plump,  2s.  Qd.  to  2s.  5d. ;  medium  size,  pale,  2s.  to  2s.  2d. ; 
small  to  medium,  good,  pale  long  and  round  mixed,  Is.  3d.  to 
Is.  10d.;  small  to  medium  long  jellow,  Is.  6d.  to  Is  3d.; 
partly  brown  mixed  sizes,  somewhat  split  pods,  Is.  Id.  to 
Is,  3d. ;  ordinary  small  brown,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Seed 
sold  readily  at  2s.  per  lb.  for  all  kinds. 

Cascarilla. — Good  quality  sold  at  an  advance  with  ex- 
cellent competition,  from  38s.  to  45s.  being  paid  for  about 
23  packages  of  fair  to  fine  paitly  silvery  and  quilly  baik. 

Cinchona. — At  the  periodical  auctions  held  in  Mincing 
•Lane  on  October  15  only  five  catalogues  were  offered.  They 
contained  159  packages  Ceylon,  283  East  Indian,  188 
African,  and  405  Bolivian  cultivated  yellow  quill.  Competi- 
tion was  brisk  and  steady,  prices  in  average  marking  a 
slight  advance  cn  the  rates  current  at  the  September 
auctions,  the  unit  being  ^d  ,  against  %d.  on  the  correspond- 
ing date  of  last  year,  and  ^d.  in  1893.  The  following  prices 
were  obtained  : — Ceylon  and  East  Indian  :  Ledger,  l%d.  to 
2\d  ;  Officinalis,  2d.  to  lOi. ;  Succirubra,  l\d.  to  <\\d. ; 
Hybrid,  l\d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  African  :  Succirubra,  l%d.  to 
2\d.  per  lb  South  Amerioan  :  Yellow  quill,  3\d.  to  bd.  per 
lb.  A  newly- imported  parcel  of  20  serons  fine  hard  genuine 
Bolivian  Calisayem  M.C.  brand  sold  readily  to-day,  at 
Is.  lid.  to  2s  per  lb.  for  sound,  and  Is.  IQd.  to  Is.  lid.  for 
damaged,  quality.  Eighty-eight  bags  of  flat  thin  rather 
dark  cultivated  Calisaya  were  bought  in  at  Is.  per  lb. 
Of  Carlhagena  bark  43  bales  damaged  bold  rather  dark  were 
bought  in  at  9d.  per  lb. 

Civet. — Two  horns  of  what  is  said  to  be  genuine  civet, 
although  no  guarantee  is  given  with  it,  have  just  arrived. 
They  contain  together  about  24  cz ,  and  the  importers 
talk  of  60s.  per  cz.  as  the  price  they  expect  to  obtain.  The 
2  horns  in  question  were  offered  at  to-day's  sales,  when  60s. 
per  cz.  was  announced  to  be  the  limit. 

Colocinth. — Fine  Turkey  apple  with  seed  remains  very 
3carce  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Coriander-seed. — Steady,  with  sales  of  good  Moroccan 
at  20s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot.  At  auctions  on  Wednesday  a 
parcel  of  30  bales  good  English  coriander  sold  very  cheaply 
at  23s.  per  cwt  Ordinary  Qull  East  Indian  realised  privately 
from  6s.  6d.  to  Is  per  cwt. 

Cubebs,  as  might  be  expected,  are  again  lower,  several 
sales  being  effected  to-day  at  an  average  decline  of  about 
5s  per  cwt.  Of  173  packages  (a  large  supply)  21  sold, 
mostly  subject  to  approval,  at  22s.  for  small  to  bold  mixed 
rather  stalky  berries  from  Singapore,  and  21s.  6d.  for  rather 
bold  stalky  mixed,  partly  mouldy  ditto.  For  a  parcel  of  fair 
brown  berries  with  very  little  stalk  an  offer  of  22s.  6d.  was 
refused,  33s.  per  cwt.  being  the  irreducible  price  ;  and  a  bid 
of  19s.  6d.  was  also  rejected  for  cubeb  stalks  mixed  with 
small  berries,  for  which  22s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Cumin-seed  firmly  held— new-crop  Maltese  at  38s ,  old 
■  ditto  at  36s  per  cwt.  At  auctions  to-day  a  parcel  of  24  bags 
was  bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt.  Morocco  cumin  is  ex- 
ceedingly scarce,  and  as  much  as  30s.  per  cwt.  is  asked  for 
good  quality. 

Cusctjs-root  has  long  been  almost  unsaleable,  and  at 
to-day's  auctions  a  parcel  of  80  bales  rather  sandy  cus  cus 
from  Bombay  was  literally  slaughtered,  beirg  sold,  subject 
to  approval,  at  from  2s.  to  3s.  per  cwt. 


Dragon's-blood. --In  much  improved  demand,  and  at  an 
advance  of  about  5s.  per  cwt.  Of  46  packages  Singapore 
offered  to-dav,  9  sold  at  91.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  bright 
lump,  81.  2s.  6d  to8Z  5s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  ditto,  and5Z.  12s.  6d. 
for  ordinary  dull  saucers.  A  parcel  of  finger  gum,  mostly 
broken  and  detached  from  the  reed,  was  bought  in  at  121. 
per  cwt. 

Elemi. — Much  lower,  18  cases  selling  to-day  at  23s.  per 
cwt.  for  fine  pale  Manila  gum  of  good  aroma,  and  at  22s. 
per  cwt.  for  slightly  duller  quality.  This  marks  a  decline  of 
about  5s  per  cwt.  on  the  last  auctions.  Another  parcel  of 
20  cases  rather  dull  elemi,  via  Singapore,  was  bought  in  at 
30s.  per  cwt. 

Ergot  op  Rye. — Very  dull  of  sale.  For  new  Spanish 
Is.  per  lb.  is  still  required,  while  old  crop  of  good  quality 
offers  at  8d.  Old  Russian,  is  nominally  held  for  l\d. 
per  lb.  The  16  bags  shown  at  auction  to-day  did  not  con- 
tain anything  of  fair  quality.  Old  Spanish  ergot  was  bought 
in  at  9d.  per  lb.,  and  for  a  parcel  ot  common  wormy  mixed 
ergot,  imported  rid  Hamburg,  6d.  per  lb.  is  required. 

Galls. — About  200  piouls  Japanese  galls  have  been  sold 
this  week  at  48s.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.  terms,  distant  shipment  to 
London. 

Gamboge. — At  to-day's  auctions  2  cases  of  the  6  offered, 
sold  at  91.  5s.  for  good  pickings,  lump  and  pipe  mixed,  partly 
dark  in  fracture.  This  shows  an  advance  of  about  10s.  on 
the  last  sale  rates.  For  a  parcel  of  partly  blocky  pickings  a 
bid  of  91.  was  rejected. 

Glycerine  — A  very  firm  market,  the  price  of  crude 
glycerines  having  again  advanced.  For  double-distilled,  s  g. 
1260,  German  brands  ;  from  55s.  to  57s.  per  cwi.  is  asked  for 
quantities  of  5-ton  lots. 

Guaiactjm. — Fine  qualities  are  exceedingly  scarce,  but 
common  grades  quite  neglected.  A  parcel  of  4  packages, 
black  and  mixed,  woody  and  earthy  gum,  with  very  little 
almondy,  was  bought  in  to-day  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Honey.— Jamaican  honey,  although  still  cheap,  realised 
firm  prices  to-day.  Of  56  packages  which  were  offered,  43 
sold  at  25s  per  cwt.  for  clean  orange  candied,  from  23s  6d. 
down  to  21s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  dark  red  and  brown,  and  at  17s  for 
dull  yellow.  Twenty  cases  thick  yellow  Californiin  honey 
were  bought  in  at  45s.  per  cwt.  For  a  20-keg  parcel  of  thick 
yellow  Chilian  27s.  is  asked,  and  for  a  nice  white  lot  45s. 
per  cwt.  Eaglish  New  Forest  honey  is  fairly  plentiful  this 
season;  60s.  per  cwt.  is  being  obtained  by  the  collectors. 

Ipecacltanha. — There  has  been  a  fair  demand  privately 
for  Brazilian  root  at  an  advance  of  about  2d.  per  lb.  on  the 
last  auction  rates.     At  auction  to-day  62  packages  Rio 
(Brazilian)  root  were  offered.    The  first  lots  realised  rather 
lower  rates,  but  afterwards  better  prices  were  paid,  and  the 
I  market  must,  upon  the  whole,  be  pronounced  quite  steady. 
About  20  bales  sold  as  follows  : — Good  native  picked  5s.  3d. 
(subject)  to  5s.  9d.  per  lb.,  good  partly  thin  mixed  sound 
root  (3  bales)  5s.  6d.  per  lb.,  good  to  fair  partly  wiry  and 
damaged  from  5s  5d.  down  to  5s.  Id  ,  more  wiry  ditto  from 
!  4s.  lid.  to  4s.  lOd.  per  lb.     Of  5  packages  Cartagena, 
j  (Colombian)  root  two,  fair  quality  but  damaged,  sold  at 
4s.  3d.  to  4s  4rZ.  per  lb. 

Jalap.— Slightly  easier.  Three  bales  of  fair  pale  Vera 
Cruz  mixed  sold  at  IQd.  per  lb. ;  of  another  parcel  of  9  bales 
of  better  quality,  3  realised  Is.  per  lb. 

Kola  — The  first  hand  supply  of  kola  nuts  in  London  is 
mostly  in  the  hands  of  one  firm,  who  are  inclined  to  ask 
much  higher  prices,  on  account,  they  say,  of  the  reduction  in 
the  supply.  In  September  the  arrivals  were  only  about  20 
packages,  and  since  then  only  one  important  consignment  has 
come  to  hand  in  Liverpool.  It  consists  of  21  packages,  of 
which  15  are  nuts  in  a  fresh  state.  For  best  quality  Is.  2d. 
per  lb.  is  asked  privately,  which  would  show  an  advance  of 
kd.  per  lb.  Of  40  packages  offered  to-day  only  about  6 
found  buyers,  very  little  interest  being  manifested  in  the 
aiticle.  Fair,  partly  broken,  washed  West  Indian  sold  at 
lid ,  dull  mouldy  at  5\d  to  l\d.,  wormy  at  6ld.  per  lb. 
For  fine  washed  kola  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  was  suggested  as  the 
price. 

Menthol. — The  quotations  from  Japan  are  very  high, 
14s.  6^.  per  lb.  be;ng  askel  for  October-November  shipment. 


602 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  19,  1895 


On  the  spot  the  quotation  is  from  13s.  Qd.  to  14s.  per  lb. 
Two  cases  of  Cooking's  brand  were  bought  in  at  the  sales 
to-  day  at  17s.  per  lb. 

Musk — Very  much  higher.  We  have  already  announced 
that  better  rates  have  lately  been  paid  privately,  but  pro- 
bably few  buyers  were  prepared  to  see  such  a  decided 
improvement  as  was  manifested  to-day.  For  the  first  time 
for  many  months  first  pile  Tonquin  pods  were  actually  dis- 
posed of  at  auction,  3  caddies  out  of  the  17  offered  finding 
buyers  at  77s.  Qd  per  oz.  for  fine  small  to  bold,  fairly  dry, 
blue  skin  pods,  thin  skin  and  under- skin,  and  at  65s.  for 
small  to  bold  well-trimmed  pods,  thin  brown  and  blue  skin 
and  underskin  ;  for  a  parcel  of  fine  blue  and  grey  skinned 
pods  a  bid  of  75s.  was  refused,  while  a  very  fine  parcel 
of  small  to  bold  blue  skin  pods  was  bought  in  at  85s. 
per  oz.,  a  bid  of  78s.  being  said  to  be  rejected.  Of  third 
pile  pod,  7  tins  were  offered,  but  only  1  sold  at  44s.  per  oz. 
for  damp  small  to  bold  pods,  thin  brown  skin  and  underskin. 
For  another  very  fine  thin-skin  lot  of  third-pile  pods  an  offer 
of  50s.  was  refused,  60s.  being  asked ;  medium  to  bold  half- 
trimmed  grey  and  blue  skinned  pods  elicited  no  bid  even  at 
38s  per  oz.  For  good  Nepaul  grain  musk  60s.  is  required. 
About  33  oz  of  common  damp  so-called  grain-mus-k  sold  at 
from  13s  to  22s.  per  oz. ;  while  for  trimmings  3d  per  oz.  was 
paid.  The  opinion  seems  generally  to  prevail  that  the  prices 
will  further  advance  shortly. 

Myeeh. — Holders  are  decidedly  firmer,  although  buyers 
do  not  appear  to  be  very  anxious  to  lay  in  supplies.  About 
66  packages  were  offered,  but  only  a  few  odd  lots  sold — fine 
pickings  at  61s ,  sif tings  at  20s.  (subject)  per  cwt.  Good 
picked  myrrh  was  bought  in  at  51.  5s.  per  cwt. 

On  (Castoe)  — Best  East  Indian  in  small  wholesale 
quantities  is  being  offered  at  29s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  For  fair 
seconds  Calcutta  oil  2f  d.  per  lb.  is  the  limit. 

Oil  (Cod-livee). — Very  firm,  but  up  to  the  present 
without  alteration  in  price ;  a  parcel  of  oil  said  to  be  best 
1895  non-congealing  Lofoten  offers  at  168s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Hamburg.  It  is  described  as  "  unmixed  Hamburg  oil."  The 
general  quotation  for  fine  1895  Lofoten  is  fro  no  170s.  to  180s. 
on  the  spot.  At  auction  10  casks  Newfoundland  were  to 
have  been  offered,  but  they  were  not  landed  in  time  A  bid 
of  120s.  for  10  barrels  second  grade  Norwegian  oil  was 
refused,  and  the  owners  require  160s. 

Oils  (Essential).  —  Our  last  week's  quotation  of 
Fisher's  Patchouli  oil  has  been  contradicted  in  some 
quarters.  We  can  say,  however,  that  it  was  absolutely 
correct,  a  quantity  of  oil  of  this  brand  having,  in  fact,  been 
sold  by  a  second-hand  holder  within  the  last  fortnight  at 
10<2.  per  oz.  Now  that  this  owner  has  been  cleared  out, 
however,  the  quotations  have  been  raised,  Is  3d.  per  oz. 
being  generally  asked,  although  Is.  2d.  would  probably  still  be 
accepted.  Oils  of  Citronella  and  Lemon  grass  remain  firm  at 
the  last  spot  quotations  of  Is.  4rf.  per  lb.  for  the  former  in 
tins  and  drums,  and  2d.  per  oz.  for  the  last-named.  Oil  of 
Star-anise,  has  further  by  6d.  per  lb.,  8s.  9d.,  and  subsequently 
9s.  per  lb.,  having  been  paid  privately  in  the  course  of  the 
week.  There  have  been  further  advances  in  oils  of  Cassia 
and  Star- anise.  For  the  last-named  article  9s  per  lb.  is 
said  to  have  been  paid,  but  some  holders  say  that  they  still 
could  find  some  at  8s  9d.  per  lb.  The  last  quotation  for 
shipment  was  8s  4|i,  per  lb  ,  "  c.i  f.,"  near  at  hand.  For 
70-75  per  cent.  Cassia  oil  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  on 
the  spot,  and  a  sale  of  85  per  cent,  oil  is  reported  at  the 
very  high  figure  of  9s.  3d.  per  lb.  High-grade  qualities,  it 
should  be  said,  are  very  scarce.  For  shipment  ODly  low- 
grade  oils  are  offering;  5s.  3d.  per  lb.ci.f.,  was  the  last 
quotation  for  40-per-cent.  oil.  American  Oil  of  peppermint 
is  slow  of  sale  at  10s.  per  lb.  for  HGH.  Japauese  oil 
is  quoted  higher:  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  40-per-cent.  and 
5s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  dementholised.  Seven  cases  of 
40-per-cent.  oil  were  bought  in  to-day  at  8s.  per  lb., 
and  4  cases  dementholised  (Cooking's),  at  7s.  per  lb. 
Lemongrais  and  Citronella  keep  firm.  One  of  the  English 
distillers  of  Sandalwood  oil  has  recently  advanced  bis 
quotation  by  Is.  per  lb.  Six  cases  of  Cajuput  oil  were 
bought  in  to-day  at  2s.  4d.  per  bottle,  and  3  va-es  of  Rose 
oil  at  19s.  per  oz.  Twenty-five  cases  white  Camphor  oil  (via 
Hamburg),  catalogued  for  eale  to-day,  were  reported  to  have 
been  sold  privately.    Two  cases  oil  of  Cinnamon-  b ark  sold 


to-day  at  Qd.  per  oz  ;  for  a  4  case  parcel  of  Cinnamon  oil 
a  bid  of  3d.  per  oz,  is  to  be  submitted.  Another  "  bargain  " 
at  to-day's  sales  was  a  parcel  of  4  half-coppers  of  Oil 
of  bergamot,  offered  without  reserve.  It  realised 
4s.  Qd.  per  lb.  It  is  announced  today  that  one 
of  the  leading  exporters  of  Palermo  Oil  of  lemon  has  fixed  his 
price  for  new  season's  oil  at  5s  Qd  par  lb.,  f.o.b.  The 
following  are  the  opening  quotations .  made  by  this  firm 
during  the  last  five  years  :— 1891,  7s.  Qd.  per  lb  (afterwards 
reduced  to  6s.  Qd.)  ;  1892,  8s  per  lb.;  1893,  5s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
(afterwards  reduced  to  3s  Qd);  1894,  5s.  per  lb  (reduced 
to  4s.  Qd.)  ;  1895,  5s  Qd.  per  lb.,  f  o.b.  It  is  thought  likely 
that  the  present  quotation  will  bs  maintained  for  the  rest 
of  the  year.  Another  well-known  brand  is  quoted  at  4s.  9d. 
per  lb.  spot  (7  4  per  cent,  of  citral)  for  old  oil  and  may  possibly 
open  at  5s,  per  lb  ,  c.i.f.  for  best  new.  Bergamot  oil  is  very 
scarce  on  the  spot  for  good  quality.  Oil  containing  43  1  per 
cent,  of  linalool- ester  has  been  sold  at  lis  Qd.  per  lb.  spot. 
Other  holders  quote  from  9s.  to  lis.  lOd.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
Palermo,  according  to  quality.  According  to  all  accounts 
Sweet  orange  oil  will  really  be  very  dear  this  season.  For 
fine  Calabrian  5s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  asked. 

Orange-peel. — For  fair  fine  strips  from  Tripoli  Id.  per  lb. 
is  required,  and  6  cases  fair  ditto  Malta  sold  to-day  at  l\d. 
per  lb. 

Orris — The  market  for  Florentine  orris-root  at  Leghorn 
is  still  entirely  under  the  influence  of  speculators;  while 
these  gentlemen  keep  up  their  purchases  the  market  remains 
high,  but  as  soon  as  their  orders  slacken  the  inherent  weak- 
ness of  the  article  begins  to  show  itself.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  prices  declined  to  some  extent,  and  good  sorts  may  now 
be  had  at  72s.  to  73s  per  cwt.,  f  ob.  Ac  to-day's  auctions 
only  21  packages  of  East  Indian  orris  were  offered ;  these  sold 
at  from  35s.  to  36s  per  cwt. 

Patchouli- leaves. — Two  bales  very  dusty,  duH  an<3 
stalky  leaves  sold  without  reserve  at  2\d.  per  lb. 

Potash  (Chloeate). — A.  quiet  market.  The  price  re- 
mains 4§d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b  Liverpool,  not,  as  erroneously  stated 
in  our  last  report,  Is.  4|^. 

Potash  (Cyanide). — The  Continental  as  well  as  the 
English  manufacturers  are  said  to  be  very  busy  just  at 
present,  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  cutting  in  the  quotations 
nevertheless,  and  98-per-cent.  quality  off ers  at  Is  5d  per  lb.^ 
f.o.b.  Continental  ports.  Several  of  the  makers,  however, 
decline  to  sell  at  the  present  quotations. 

Potash  (Permanganate).—  The  manufacturers  advanced! 
their  quotations  on  Saturday  by  another  5s.,  small  crystals 
being  now  quoted  at  65s.  for  lots  of  |  ton  at  least,  and  67s.  Qd. 
for  smaller  wholesale  quantities.  Large  crystals  are  quoted 
at  5s.  above  these  figures.  There  is  practically  nothing  in 
second-hand,  and  the  manufacturers  seem  to  have  it  all  their 
own  way. 

Quicksilver — On  Friday  afternoon  last  the  principal 
importers  again  raised  their  quotation  2s.  Qd.  per  bottle, 
making  their  price  11.  7s.  Qd  ;  second-hand  holders  only  offer 
about  Is.  below  that  figure,  and  the  prospects  appear  in. 
favour  of  a  farther  early  increase  in  price. 

Quillaia-baek  is  offering  on  the  spot  at  15s.  per  cwt. 

Quinine. — No  business  is  reported  this  week,  and  the 
market  price  is  more  or  less  nominal ;  Is.  If  d.  per  oz  would 
probably  be  the  nearest  quotation  for  second-hand  German 
brands.  At  auction  to  day  5,000  oz  of  Brunswick  quinine  in 
bulk  were  bought  in  at  Is.  l^d.  per  oz  No  bids  were  made 
for  the  parcel.  The  manufacturers'  prices  remain  as 
follows  : — Howards  in  vials  Is  <\d.  to  Is.  5d  ,  in  tins  Is.  3d. 
to  Is  Hd. ;  Whiffen  in  vials  Is.  4d  ,  in  tins  Is.  2d  ;  Pelletier 
in  vials  Is.  5d. ;  Fabbrica  Lombarda  in  vials  Is.  Qd.,  in  tins 
Is.  2d. ;  all  the  German  factories,  in  tins  Is.  2d.  per  oz. 

Khubarb. — Unchanged;  176  cases  were  placed  in  sale, 
of  which  33  sold  as  follows  : — Shewn,  medium  to  bold,  fair 
coat,  round,  half  pinky,  half  dark  fracture,  Is  Qcl.  per  lb. ; 
ditto,  grey  fracture,  Is. ;  snn.ll  to  medium,  good  coat  and 
fracture,  round,  Is  Id. ;  medium  round,  dull  coat  and  grey 
fracture,  lOd. ;  fair  round  pickings,  9d.  per  lb.  Canton,  bold 
round  fair  coat,  dull  pinky  grey  fracture,  Is. ;  medium  fair 
coat,  mostly  pinky  fracture,  from  10^d  to  ll\d.  per  lb. 
High-dried  bold,  dull  coat,  fair  pinky  fracture,  flat,  \Qd. 
per  lb, 
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Santonin — Again  tending  higher.  It  is  very  doubtful 
now  whether  anything  could  be  bad  below  7s  3d.  per  lb., 
and  only  limited  quantities  are  being  offered  at  that  figure 
for  delivery  up  to  November.  Wormseed  is  very  scarce.  Old 
crop  seed  has  been  sold  out,  while  green  ssed  of  the  new 
crop  is  held  at  Orenburg,  in  Russia,  at  the  parity  of 
26s  per  cwt. 

Saksaparilla — Genuine  Jamaica  root  remains  exceed- 
ingly scarce.  Six  packages  of  this  kind  were  offered  to- 
day, being,  it  is  said,  the  entire  first-hand  stock  in  London. 
The  6  bales  of  genuine  grey  Jamaica  offered  to-day  were 
well  competed  for  ;  half  of  them  sold  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb  ,  while 
for  the  remainder  a  bid  of  Is.  Id.  was  refused,  Is.  3d.  being 
asked  ;  18  bales  Lima- Jamaica  damaged  sold  at  from  9^. 
to  Is  ;  18  serons  Honduras  were  bought  in  at  Is.  Qd.  ;  and 
for  21  bales  damaged  chumpy  Mexican  3d  per  lb.  was 
refused.  Common  to  fair  native  red  Jamaica  realised  from 
9}2d  to  lUd.  per  lb. 

•  Scammony. — We  understand  that  a  fresh  shipment  of 
virgin  scammony  resin  is  on  the  way  from  Turkey.  At  auc- 
tion 41  bags  of  virgin  resin  were  bought  in  at  33s.  per  cwt , 
and  11  bags  of  root  at  60s.  per  cwt.  For  English  scammony 
resin  the  price  is  9s.  to  9s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Senna. — There  has  been  a  fresh  consignment  of 
1,085  bales  of  Tinnevelly  senna-leaves  from  Bombay  this  week. 
At  auction  about  500  bales  were  offered,  the  bulk  of  which 
sold  at  kwer  rates,  viz  ,  a  decline  of  \d.  to  f  d.  per  lb.  on 
ordinary  and  medium  grades.  Medium  to  bold  good  to  fine 
bright  green  leaves  realised  from  4d.  to  Id  ;  small  to 
mtdium  greenish,  3d.  to  t\d. ;  small  to  bold  yellow  partly 
specky,  \\d.  to  2\d. ;  common  dark  and  brown,  from  l\d.  to 
Id  per  lb. 

Squills  — Quiet,  14  bags  palish  sold  without  reserve  from 
Z\d.  to  2\d. 

Tamarinds.— Common  dark  East  Indian  sold  to-day  at 
6s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — A  considerable  business  has  been  done  in 
vanilla  of  all  kinds  since  the  last  auction  at  extremely  high 
prices.  This  article  is  now  very  dear,  especially  for  the 
better  grades  ;  while  vanilla  suitable  for  essence-manufac- 
turers, which  not  so  long  ago  could  be  had  at  about  8s.  6d., 
now  easily  realises  from  12s.  to  12s.  6d.  per  lb.  The  stock 
in  first  hands  in  London  is  said  to  be  very  low  indeed  At 
auction  to-day  81  tins  were  offered,  almost  the  whole  of 
which  sold  with  excellent  competition  at  an  advance  of 
from  2s  to  4s  per  lb.  Fine  slightly  crystall  sed,  8  to  8^  inch  ; 
Bourbon  beans  brought  from  30s.  6d.  to  31s. ;  medium 
chocolate  5|  inches  to  7  inches,  22s  6d.  to  23s. ;  ordinary 
brownish,  4+  inches  to  6j  inches,  15s.  to  18s. ;  common  foxy 
from  4s.  3d.  down  to  3s.  per  lb.  Reports  from  Bourbon 
indicate  that  prices  are  likely  to  be  higher  for  the  new  crop. 

Wax  (Bees').— Tn  strong  demand  at  firm  to  slightly 
higher  prices.  Good  Cape  wax  brought  71.  15s.;  dull  Ja- 
maica, 71.  5s.  to  71  12s.  6d. ;  chocolate  to  good  San  Domingo, 
61  5s  to  62  15s  ;  Australian,  61.  15s.  to  61  17s  6d. ;  Zanzibar, 
low,  90s.;  dull,  110s  ;  good,  61.  15s.  ;  Madagascar  dull  grey 
to  good  jellow,  6/.  5s.  to  71.  10s.  per  cwt. 


Tne  Amsterdam  Market. 
Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writes  that  the  position  of 
Cassia  fistula  bas  become  rather  worse  lately;  scarcely  any 
business  is  doing,  and  although  there  are  offers  for  shipment 
with  guarantee  of  quality  no  buyers  can  be  found  even  at 
very  low  prices.  There  have  been  again  very  heavy  arrivals 
of  Cubebs  lately,  and  of  67  bales  of  cultivated  and  174  bales 
of  coarse  uncultivated  berries  which  were  recently  offered  by 
auction,  only  30  bales  cultivated  fruit  sold  at  about  20c.  per 
|  kilo.  Sumatra  benzoin  is  altogether  neglected,  with  a  dull 
market.  There  has  been  another  large  transaction  in 
Cajwput  oil,  of  which  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  that 
ait  ic  e  in  the  hands  of  the  importers,  consisting  of  about 
1,200  bottles,  has  changed  hands.  For  second-hand  parcels 
1  25fl  per  bottle  has  since  been  paid,  which  shows  a  higher 
quotation.  Several  small  lots  are  expected  shortly.  These 
are  not  packed,  as  has  hitherto  been  the  custom,  in  empty 
bottles,  but  in  iron  petroleum  tins.  Of  Cananga  oil  a  parcel 
of  58  bottles  of  inferior  quality  has  been  cleared  at  5fl.  per 
§  kilo.    There  are  buyers  of  good  quality  at  10ft  ,  but  up  to 


the  present  no  business  is  leported.  The  Amsterdam 
cinchona- bark  (ale  of  November  7  will  c:nsist  of  6,723 
packages,  weighing  about  604,899  kilos,  of  which 
543  860  kilos,  are  C.  Zedger-iana,  14,283  kilos,  are  Succirubra, 
and  46,766  kilos,  are  Hybrid,  &c.  This  quantity  is  much 
larger  than  it  would  be  desirable  to  offer  if  the  present 
market  values  are  to  be  sustained.  The  stock  in  first 
hands  consists  of  about  10,300  packages,  the  above  sale 
not  included,  but  comprising  the  total  of  the  Government 
stock. 

The  American  Market. 

Under  date  of  October  9  our  New  York  correspondent 
writes :  —  "  Efforts  are  still  beiog  made  to  harmonise  the 
rivalries  between  the  several  Alcohol  distillers,  but  so  far 
without  success,  and  the  price  of  alcohol  is  therefore  weak 
at  $2  30.  Chamomile  flowers  continue  to  advance  to  12c, 
16c.  being  quoted  now  for  German.  Coca  leaves  are  very 
firm,  at  20c.  to  22c.  for  Truxillo,  and  30c.  to  35c.  for  Huanoco 
leaves.  Opium-  has  advanced  to  $1.70,  and  is  firm  at  that 
figure.  Tonca  beans  are  in  very  light  demand,  but  holders 
still  hold  firmly  at  $2  25  for  prime  frosted  beans.  Pepper- 
mint oil  has  weakened  somewhat  in  tone,  but  quotations  are 
not  appreciably  changed,  ranging  from  $1.65  to  $1.70  for 
bulk  Western  to  $1.75  to  $180  for  Wayne  County  bulk. 
H  G.H.  oil  is  quoted  at  $2  25.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  has 
declined  to  5|c.  to  5|c.  Senega  is  quiet  and  steady  at  26c. 
to  28c." 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  October  16,  says 
that  Soudan  descriptions  of  Acacia  gums  are  steadily  held 
for  previous  prices,  with  a  fair  inquiry,  but  the  business 
resulting  is  rather  small.  There  is  a  somewhat  better  in- 
quiry for  cheap  qualities,  but  a  very  small  stock.  Castor 
oil  has  more  than  maintained  the  advance  of  the  past  few 
weeks,  and  Good  seconds  Calcutta  have  been  selling  freely 
at  2,^  per  lb.  Higher  prices  are  talked  of.  First-pressure 
French  is  held  at  2~d.,  and  Madras  has  been  selling  at  2^d. 
per  lb.,  with  every  prospect  of  better  prices.  Although  no 
more  business  has  passed  in  Scammony  root,  the  holders  of 
the  only  remaining  lot  on  the  market  put  up  their  price 
yesterday  to  100s.  per  cwt.  Anise,  Chilian,  has  been  raised 
to  25s.  per  cwt ,  and  holders  are  very  firm  thereat  There 
has  been  an  arrival  of  50  bags  anise  from  Cyprus.  Business 
has  been  done  in  Para  tonca  beans  at  Is  lid.  and  Is.  3d., 
and  stocks  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  small  compass.  Cream 
of  tartar  is  very  firm  at  the  prices  indicated  last  week.  An 
arrival  of  Newfoundland  cod-liver  oil  has  taken  place,  but 
holders  show  no  disposition  to  place  it  on  the  market,  and 
the  bulk  will  most  probably  go  forward.  Guinea-grains  are 
easy  at  17s.  6d  to  18s.  per  cwt.  Honeys  are  firmly  held  for 
the  regular  grades,  but  40  packages  of  Ptrurian  were  sold 
at  25s.  per  cwt.  Sales  of  Madras  turmeric  have  been 
effected  during  the  week  at  10s.  to  10s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Canary- 
seed  is  steady  at  34s  to  35s.  per  cwt. 

The  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Chemical- market. 
Our  Newcastle  correspondent  writes  on  October  16  that 
business  in  heavy  chemicals  is  generally  brisk.  Demand  all 
round  is  good,  and  prices  are  easily  maintained  In  \ietf  op  the 
impending  closing  of  the  Upper  Baltic  ports  Bleaching  powder 
is  in  eager  request.  71  5s.  to  71.  10s.  per  ton  net,  hardwood 
casks,  and  71.  to  71.  5s.  per  ton  net  softwood  casks.  Soda 
crystals  are  slightly  easier,  though  demand  is  far  from  being 
weak,  and  stocks  are  still  very  low  ;  quotations  stand  at 
21.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  net.  Blanc  fixe  (precipitated  sulphate  of 
barium  in  paste  form)  very  steady  at  71.  to  71.  5s  per  ton 
net  on  rails  makers'  works.  Chloride  of  barium  :  best  ordinary 
refined  crystals,  in  bags,  brisk  at  61.  2*  6d.  per  ton  net  Crude 
calcined  Chloride  of  barium  in  request  at  about  51  10s.  per 
ton  net  per  90  per  cent.  South  Durham  Salt :  common, 
9s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  and  block  salt,  15s  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees.  Re- 
covered Sulphur  scarce,  and  quoted  31.  17s  6d.  to  <\l  per  ton 
net  in  2  cwt.  bags.  Caustic  soda  continues  in  good  request 
especially  highest  strengths  :  76-77  per  cent.,  91.  5s  per  ton 
net;  70  per  cent.,  71.  10s.  to  71  15s.  per  ton  net.  For  best 
quality  yellow  Prussiate  of  potash  3d.  to  3\d.  is  now  asked; 
in  a  few  instances  lower  prices  are  mentioned,  but  it  is 
generally  understood  to  be  only  for  inferior  quality.  Hypo- 
sulphite of  soda  without  change,  61.  5s.  to  61  10s.  for  -}  cwt. 
casks,  and  71.  to  71.  5s.  for  1-cwt.  kegs,  per  ton  net,  f.o.b. 
Tyne  or  f  o.r.  makers'  works. 


604 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  19,  1895 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

fis  Uitert  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  expreu  their  views 

m  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  denote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry, 
•fk*  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

tilth,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


The  Manx  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Sib,— I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  paragraph  in  the 
-current  issue  of  the  C.  $  B.  relating  to  the  Manx  Pnarmacy 
Bill.  I  am  awaiting  particulars  oE  its  provisions  from  the 
'hon.  member  who  represents  the  constituency  in  which  I 
reside.  In  the  absence  of  these,  therefore,  I  cannot  offer 
any  opinion  as  to  details.  But  the  principle  of  legislation 
regulating  the  practice  ot  pharmacy  and  sale  of  poisons 
requires  no  defence  at  this  time  of  day.  It  follows,  then, 
that  a  Pharmacy  Act  is  as  much  a  necessity  in  this  island  as 
elsewhere. 

I,  in  conjunction  with  those  fellow- chemists  with  whom  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  exchanging  opinions  on  the 
subject,  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  created  the  ruling  power  here.  The  Society 
is  well  represented  in  the  island,  there  is  a  local  secretary 
in  Douglas,  and  the  machinery  for  the  enforcement  of  a 
Pharmacy  Act,  therefore,  practically  exists.  To  create  a 
special  insular  authority  for  its  enforcement  distinct  from 
the  Society  could  serve  no  good  or  useful  purpose. 

I  have  had  seveial  talks  about  the  matter  with  the  member 
of  the  House  of  Keys  already  referred  to,  and  he  is  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  for  legislation.  He  has  been  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  1868,  and  will  ba  fully  prepared 
when  the  Bill  comes  before  the  House  of  Keys.  This  gentle- 
man being  a  man  of  Liberal  views,  an  able  debater,  and  practi- 
cally the  leader  of  the  House,  will,  I  feel  sure,  carry  the 
majority  with  him. 
\  Owing  to  other  legislative  business  having  precedence  at 
last  Friday's  sitting  of  the  Council,  the  consideration  of  the 
^Pharmacy  Bill  was  adjourned  until  Friday  next,  October  18. 

Yours  truly, 

Isle  of  Mzn,  October  12.  Monensis.  (169/26.) 


Edible  Fungi. 

Sir, — Your  seasonable  note  on  edible  fungi  should  prove 
•of  service  [and  inteiest,  and  will  probably  do  much  to 
dissipate  the  prejudice  which  prevails  against  eating  any- 
thing but  "  mushrooms."  I  can  personally  vouch  for  the 
excellence  of  one  very  common  and  much-neglected  fungus 
which  you  figure — namely,  Coprinus  comatus.  There  is  a 
piece  of  waste  ground  in  this  neighbourhood  which  annually 
affords  me  several  pounds  of  this  delicious  fungus ;  this  year 
the  growth  has  been  exceptionally  fine.  The  impression 
prevails  that  this  facgus  is  only  good  when  in  the  young 
state,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  When  the  pileus  is  fully 
grown  the  flavour  is  excellent.  Coprinus  seems  to  be  even 
les3  likely  to  disagree  with  dyspeptics  than  the  ordinary 
mushrooms,  and  is  certainly  to  be  preferred  to  the  horsedung- 
grown  artificially-reared  crop,  which  is  so  often  the  cause  of 
gastric  disturbances  to  those  who  eat  it  without  caution. 
In  a  considerable  experience  with  Coprinus,  I  have  never 
heard  any  complaint  of  its  disagreeing. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  be  inclined  to  try  a  dish  of 
■Coprinus,  I  would  recommend  them  to  treat  them  as  follows  : 
— Gently  scrape  the  tops,  cut  off  the  stalks,  place  them  in  a 
baking-dish  with  a  little  butter,  pepper,  and  salt  on  each, 
without  any  "  stock  "  or  other  liquid,  as  the  fungus  is  very 
juicy ;  then  bake  for  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour.  If  any 
prejudice  still  exists,  it  will  vanish  at  the  odour  of  the  dish 
thus  prepared.  To  my  taste  the  flavour  of  Coprinus  is 
.superior  to  that  of  the  common  mushroom  agaric. 

Faithfully  Tours, 

Twickenham.  J.  0  Braithwaite. 


The  Manchester  Scholarship. 

Sir, — The  person  who  was  responsible  for  the  paragraph 
in  your  last  issue  headed  "  What  is  a  Lancashire  Man  1 "  is 
evidently  unaware  that  the  essential  condition  of  holding 
the  Manchester  Association  Scholarship  is  that  the  candidate 
should  have  served  an  apprenticeship  in  certain  districts,  of 
which  Lancashire  is  one.  Mr.  Henry  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  the  firm  of  E.  Sansom  &  Sons  of  this  town,  and  so 
fulfils  this  condition.  Moreover,  his  home  is  in  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent 
here,  so  he  may  fairly  be  called  "  a  Lancashire  man."  By 
this  jou  will  see  that,  however  desirable  the  extension  of 
eligibility  to  this  scholarship  may  be,  the  present  grant 
affords  no  such  argument  in  that  direction  as  you  deduced. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Barrow-in-Furness,  October  15.         M.  Sansom,  Ph.C. 


Lamplough's  Dividend. 

Sir, — In  your  current  issue  I  notice  an  advertisement 
offering  for  sale  sixty  shares  in  my  company,  and  stating, 
"  Last  dividend,  15  per  cent,  per  annum."  As  this  statement 
is  likely  to  mislead  your  readers,  I  think  it  right  to  mention 
that  the  dividends  paid  on  the  company's  shares  for  the  last 
financial  year  amounted  to  10  per  cent,  per  annum. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  Butt,  Secretary. 
113  Holborn,  London,  B.C.,  October  15. 


Valedictory. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  leading  article 
on  the  Minor  in  your  last  week's  issue  and  also  the  letters 
from  candidates  appearing  therein.  I  can  also  bear  witness 
to  the  kindly  consideration  (I)  shown  by  the  powers  that  be. 
In  my  case  I  was  left  to  guess  at  the  result  of  my  first  day, 
no  notice  of  any  sort  being  sent  me.  After  waiting  some 
few  days,  till  all  my  friends  who  presented  themselves  at  the 
same  time  had  received  notice,  either  of  success  or  failure, 
I  wrote  requesting  the  Society  to  kindly  send  me  result,  but 
no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  my  request. 

So  ended  my  first  and  last  attempt  at  the  Minor. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Had  Enough.  (170/72.) 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
fensing  difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Iehthyol  Suppositories. 
165/18.   Kino  has  been  unsuccessful  in  dispensing  he 


following : — 

Iehthyol   m.ij- 

Iodoform   gr.  iv. 

01.  theobrom   „  x. 

Ft.  suppositoria. 


[We  get  a  good  mass  with  above.  "  Kino's  "  difficulty  is 
probably  due  to  using  more  heat  than  is  necessary.] 


Incompatible. 
165/4.    Incompat  asks  if  the  following  should  be  dis- 


pensed  without  comment : — 

Liq.  hydrarg.  perclilor   3iv. 

Sodii  bicarb   3iss. 

Syrupi   5iv. 

Aq.  ad  '  3iij. 

M. 

3ij.  pro  dosis. 


[The  incompatibility  of  hydrarg.  perchlor.  with  alkaline 
carbonates  should  be  pointed  out  to  the  prescriber  ] 
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Salvse  Lenticulus. 
159/59.    Philomel  got  a  prescription  the  other  day  for — 

Salvs  lenticulus  [or  lenti'dUn  is] 
Mitte  xxx.   j.  ter  in  die. 

Can  anyone  give  a  rendering  of  this  ? 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  Informal  inn  on  phar  maw -legal  mattert  Is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "Handy-book  qf 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diam. 


167/39.  W.  C. — We  are  afraid  we  do  not  understand  your 
question.  Of  coarse  you  may  not  use  a  title  which  is  regis- 
ered  as  a  trade-mark  by  someone  else  for  a  similar  article, 
unless  you  are  prepared  to  challenge  that  registration  and 
fight  the  case  through  the  law  courts. 


168/2.  J.  P.— The  Dentists  Act  does  not  prohibit  the 
extraction  of  teeth  by  unregistered  persons. 


168/11.  Syntax. — According  to  the  modern  interpretation 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  it  would  seem  that  the  sale  of  any 
preparation  conoaining  a  poison  may  be  regarded  as  a  sale 
of  that  poison  itself.  So  that  strictly  red  or  white  precipi- 
tate ointment  is  a  poison,  and  may  not  be  sold  by  unregis- 
tered persons.    This  view  was  not  taken  in  the  past. 


168/15.  A.  S.—  It  is  an  offence  against  the  sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  to  mix  with  any  article  of  food  any  ingredient 
which  will  render  th&  article  injurious  to  health.  Con- 
sequently it  would  be  quite  legal  for  a  charge  to  be  made 
against  the  vendor  of  cream  to  w  hich  boracic  acid  had  been 
added.  The  prosecutor  would  have  to  satisfy  the  Court  that 
the  addition  was  injurious. 


171/9.  Jacobus. — In  the  absence  of  any  specific  agree- 
ment to  the  contrary,  yon  cannot  prevent  your  assistant 
from  stating  in  any  fair  manner  that  he  was  apprenticed 
with  you.  You  might  be  able  to  prevent  him  making  the 
announcement  in  such  a  way  as  might  lead  the  public  to 
consider  that  you  were  concerned  in  his  business. 

170/63.  Ajax. — It  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  foretell 
the  result  of  the  action  threatened.  Everything  depends  on 
the  balance  of  the  evidence.  You  had  better  consult  a 
solicitor,  and  follow  his  advice. 

MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formulae ;  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  fro...  the  Publisher. 
H.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


A  firm  of  chemists  who  are  threatened  with  an  action 
are  anxious  to  procure  for  their  case  a  copy  of  the  book  of 
directions  at  one  time  issued  with  Biggs's  sheep-dip.  The 
maker,  it  appears,  cannot  supply  the  book,  as  it  is  now  out 
of  print.    Can  any  chemist  oblige  1 


161/67.  A  Nctv  Beginner. — Children's  Hair-lotion. — 
The  second  formula  on  page  366  of  Tub  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,  1894. 


165/32.  Chiro.— There  are  no  special  books  on  chiropody 
that  we  know  of,  nor  any  registrable  qualification  or  school 
of  training.  Doubtless  some  bard-up  corn- extractor  will 
tell  you  all  he  knows  for  a  sovereign. 


165/35.  Z  Y.  X. — Removal  of  Tattoo-marks. — See 
C.  July  29,  1893,  page  179. 


310/95.  Verax  — The  inequalities  in  the  pear  are  due  to 
the  growth  of  the  cellular  tissue  being  absorbed  at  different 
nodes  ;  but  why  this  has  happened  we  cannot  explain. 


156/54.  E.  H.  R.  —  Your  query  appears  to  have  been  at- 
tended to.  If  it  was  in  regard  to  oil  of  lemon,  we  may  repeat 
that  the  sample  is  good. 


125/8.  Zingiberis. — It  is  impossible  to  make  ginger-bser 
in  the  way  you  suggest,  as  it  must  be  fermented.  t 


163/37.  G.  II".  6. — Filtration  through  animal  charcoal 
will  remove  the  colour  from  beer,  brandy,  and  wines. 


162/43.    R.  C.  t.— Koup-pills  and  Eoup-powder  :  — 

Rouppills. 

Pulv.  cubebse         . .       . .       . .  . .       2  parts 

Magn.  levis    ..       ..       ..       ..  ..       1  „ 

Bals.  copaibas         . .       . .       . .  . .  q.s. 

Mass  and  divide  in  3-gr.  pills,  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  aniseed  being  added1 
to  the  mass  to  give  a  distinctive  smell. 

Roup-powdcr. — -An  excellent  formula  is  given  at  page  375, 
Diary,  1894.  You  will  find  "  Veterinary  Counter  Practice  " 
most  useful  as  to  the  proper  treatment  and  dieting  in  this 
and  other  diseases  of  poultry,  &c. 


161/27.  Quinine. — Soluble  Quinine  Preventive  Pes- 
saries.— You  do  not  mention  what  basis  you  intend  using ; 
but  for  general  purposes  the  soluble  sulphate  is  a  very  useful 
salt.  A  more  elegant  suppository  would  be  obtained,  if  a 
theobroma  or  fatty  basis  be  used,  by  dissolving  the  pure 
alkaloid  in  the  basis,  or  in  a  little  anhydrous  ether,  and 
adding  to  the  warm  fatty  substance,  stirring  to  drive  off  the 
ether,  and  until  sufficiently  cool  to  pour  into  the  mould. 


162/61.  Calypso  — To  Disguise  the  Sour  Smell  of  Sweet 
Oil  which  has  turned  rancid — we  suppose  jou  mean  rapeseefl 
oil — use  some  cheap  strong-smelling  oil,  such  as  origanum  or 
citronella,  and  use  it  up  in  veterinary  embrocations  and  such- 
like preparations.  Shaking  oils  with  a  strong  solution  of 
permanganate  of  potash  in  water  (10  gr.  in  acidulated 
with  sulphuric  acid,  two  or  three  times,  allowing  to  separate 
and  syphoning  off  the  oil  is  said  to  destroy  rancid  smell. 
But  is  it  worth  the  trouble  ?    The  oil  will  never  be  good. 


162/38.  W.  P.  finds  that  Narsery  Hair-lotion  often 
bursts  the  bottles  when  prepared  according  to  the  following, 
formula  :  — 

Sem.  staphisagrioe   5j. 

Aq   Oiss. 

Boil  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  filter,  and  add  glycer.  boracis  Jiss.,  perfume 
with  aq.  lavand.  jiv.,  and  filter. 

This  is  due  to  fermentation  of  the  decoction.  Modify  by 
using  oil  of  stavesacre  instead  of  seeds.    Try  this  : — 


01.  staphisagrite       . .       . .       . .       . .  3ii  j. 

Pulv.  boraeis   3iij. 

Glycerini    ..       ..  siss. 

Aq.  lavand.     ..  ..       ..       ..  r.iv. 

Aqua?..    Oiss. 


Put  oil  and  lavender-water  in  a  2-pint  bottle,  make  saturated  solution 
of  borax  in  part  of  water,  add  and  shake,  then  add  remainder  of  water, 
and,  lastly,  the  glycerine.   Label  "  Shake  the  bottle." 

Should  a  clear  lotion  be  required,  rub  up  2  dr.  only  of 
stavesacre  oil  with  magnesia  in  the  usual  way  with  the 
water.  Add  lavender-water,  filter  through  wetted  filter- 
paper,  and  lastly  add  the  glyceiine  of  borax.  This  would- 
give  a  clear  lotion,  elegant  in  appearance,  and  one  likely  to> 
keep  for  any  icasonable  length  of  time. 
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162/69.  Boot-polish.— Self-polishing  Blacking. — In  place 
of  the  glycerine  given  in  the  formula  you  quote,  use  2  dr.  of 
genuine  yellow  wax,  and  reduce  the  quantity  of  water.  By 
modifying  in  this  manner  a  useful  preparation  will  be 
obtained : — 

i  Shellac   ..      ..  oz. 

Curd  soap    1  dr. 

Yellow  wax   ..      2  „ 

Nigrosin   12  gr. 

Methylated  spirit  14  oz. 

Water  ..       ..    2  „ 

Dissolve  nigrosin  in  part  spirit,  shellac  and  yellow  wax  in  remainder 
Dissolve  curd  soap  in  water  with  heat,  and,  while  still  warm,  add  to  shellac 
solution,  with  a  brisk  shake  ;  lastly,  add  nigrosin  solution. 


161/39.  H.  H. — To  Restore  Faded  "Writing  upon  Tissue 
Paper  in  a  copying-book  sixty  years  old. — Moisten  the  pages 
carefully  and  hold  over  the  fumes  of  liquid  ammonia  for 
about  half  a  minute ;  if  the  writing  is  still  indistinct,  while  the 
paper  is  still  moist,  subject  it  to  the  fames  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  Should  this  fail,  the  only  other  method  we  know 
of  would  be  to  dry  the  paper  and  brush  carefully  over  with 
a  weak  solution  of  ferrocyanide  of  potash,  and  dry.  The 
inks  of  sixty  years  ago  mostly  consisted  of  iron  and  galls, 
or  more  often  logwood,  much  the  same  as  the  commoner 
inks  nowadays,  a  little  sugar  being  added  to  the  copyiDg- 
inks. 


149/44.  Plant. — The  specimen  sent  is  a  species  of  Gcum, 
and,  so  far  as  the  material  will  allow  of  a  specific  determi- 
nation, we  should  say  it  is  Cfeum  rivals,  L.,  or  water  avens. 
The  plane  is  not  only  found  in  this  country,  and  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  but  also  in  Siberia,  West  Asia,  North 
America,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand.  It  possesses  slightly 
astringent  and  aromatic  properties,  and  was  used  in  olden 
times  to  flavour  ale  and  other  liquors.  As  its  specific  name 
implies,  it  is  found  by  river-sides  and  in  marshy  fields.  In 
North  America  it  is  considered  a  valuable  febrifuge  and 
tonic,  the  root  being  the  most  active  part  of  the  plant. 


■  158/70.  O.  W.  Jacltson  — The  leaf  sent  for  name,  and  said 
to  have  been  gathered  in  Egypt,  is  that  of  the  silver  tree  of 
the  Cape  {Leuoadendron  aryciitcum').  It  belongs  to  the 
natural  order  Proteace/s,  and  is  very  limited  in  its  distribution, 
being  found  only  on  Table  Mountains  ;  therefore,  if  the  leaf 
was  actually  gathered  in  Egypt  it  must  have  been  in  some 
garden  from  an  introduced  plant.  The  leaves  are  commonly 
sold  in  this  country  for  decorative  purposes,  chiefly  at  the 
Christmas  season.  They  are  also  used,  when  painted  upon, 
as  book-markers.  As  seen  in  English  shops  they  are  clean 
and  have  a  bright  silvery  lustre.  The  cones  or  fruit-heads 
of  this  same  tree  are  also  very  ornamental,  and  may  occa- 
sionally be  found  in  fancy  shops.  No  pharmaceutical  in- 
terest is  attached  to  the  plant. 


164/47.  Rodcsia. — W3  have  not  a  formula  for  the  prepara- 
tion you  mention,  but  understand  it  consists  of  oil  of  cajuput, 
a  little  ammonia,  and  lard. 


160/66.  Taurus. — We  make  out  your  Brain  and  Nerve 
Pills  to  contain  valerianates  of  quinine  and  iron,  made  up 
with  extract  of  gentian  and  powdered  liquorice. 


158/21.  J.  $  J.  T.  (Oldham).— Diarrhoea  mixture.— Your 
sample  bottle  resembles  this —  • 

Tinct.  opii  ■      ..  3'j- 

£p.  camph   3ij- 

„  chlorof   3'i- 

P.  cinnam.  eo.       ..    Bij. 

Aqua  ad       ..       ..    Jvj. 

One  tablespoonful  after  every  loose  motion. 


169/1.  J.  C. — Surely  you  do  not  expect  us  to  pmblish 
formulas  for  spirit  of  nitre  and  spiiit  of  ca-nphor.  They  are 
n  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  be  half  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  th* 
following  : — 

158/57.  What  is  plumbite  of  soda?  It  is  used  as  a  test 
for  wool. 

165/59.    Maker  of  gelatine-capsule-moulda. 

166/69.  Maker  of  glass  imitation  jujubes  for  show- 
purposes. 

117/86.    Dr.  Lees' Litho-triptic :  where  obtainable  ? 
18/11.    "  May  Yohe  "  Paffs :  address  of  manufacturer. 
168/70.    Maker  of  camphorodyne. 


The  business  at  2  Duffield  Road,  Derby,  carried  on  for  the 
last  twenty-seven  years  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Scholes,  has  just  been 
purchased  by  Mr.  William  Parker. 

Mr.  W.  S  Adamson  has  become  the  proprietor  of  the 
chemist's  business  at  Barford,  formerly  O'Reilly's,  which  he 
has  been  managing  during  the  past  six  months. 

Mr.  Reginald  Gill,  of  Blandford,  has  purchased  the 
business  at  Ashley  Road,  Parkstone,  Dorset.  The  late  pro- 
prietor, Mr.  H.  J.  Hughes,  has  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  J.  H.  Dalwood,  of  Sherborne,  Dorset. 

Mr  T.  W.  Caslett,  who  for  some  years  represented 
Messrs.  Wyley's  (Limited),  Coventry,  and  more  recently 
Messrs.  Corbjn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  London,  has  purchased  the 
old-established  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Stirling  Grieves, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Jamaica  Row,  Birmingham. 

Mr.  William  Bishop,  chemist,  72  and  73  High  Street, 
Grantham,  has  sold  his  business  at  that  address  to  Mr. 
George  Coverdale,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  York,  Rioon, 
Rotherham,  and  Lincoln.  Mr.  Edmund  Bowman,  M  R  C.V  S  , 
will  conduct  the  veterinary  portion  of  the  business,  and  the 
wine-licence  which  Mr.  Bishop  held  has  been  transferred  to 
Mr.  Bowman. 


1ReLtt  meek. 


Secretaries  of  societies  icill  oblige  by  communicating  to  us  as  early  as  possible 
their  arrangemen  s  for  the  coming  session,  and  thereafter  from  week  to 
week  notices  for  this  section. 


Monday,  October  21. 

Brewers'  and  Mineral  water  Manufacturers  Exhibition. 
Ooening  of  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  London. 
The  exhibition  will  be  open  until,  and  including,  Satur- 
day, October  26. 

Tuesday,  October  22. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Opening  meeting 
at  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham.  Reception  by  President 
(Mr.  R.  D  Gibbs)  from  8  30  to  9  p.m.,  to  be  followed  by 
music  and  social  intercourse. 

Wednesday,  October  23. 
Brighton  Junior  Association  of  'Pharmacy ',  at  Newbury  Hall, 

Cannon  Place,  at  9  p  m.    Social  and  musical  evening, 

W.  H.  Gibson,  Esq.,  F.C  S.,  in  the  chair. 
Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association.    Meeting  at 

the  Masonic  Hall,  Goldsmith  Street,  an  9  p.m.  Mr. 

Lumby  will  continue  the  debate  on  the  late  proposed 

Shop-nours  (Regulations)  Bill,  which  was  left  adjourned 

from  the  annual  meeting.    Distribution  of  prizes  gained 

by  students  in  the  dispensing  classes. 

Thursday,  October  24. 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution.    7  P.M. 
"The   B.P.   Revision,"  Mr.   A.  C.  Abraham.  "The 
Federation  of  Local  Associations,"  Mr.  J.  Smith.  The 
election  of  President. 


